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To the moms hustling during naptime, after bedtime, and between school drop-offs—you are the heartbeat of this book. May it remind you that you are not alone.






[image: ]Introduction What Is a Money Hungry Mama?


Sundays before kids, as I remember them, were pretty repetitive: Spend the first half of the day prepping for the week ahead—going to church, writing lesson plans for the week, food shopping, and meal planning. Spend the second half with the Sunday scaries while becoming one with the sofa—a ball of anxiety for no apparent reason besides the fact that the following day was Monday. Mindlessly watching our guilty pleasure reruns, maybe nodding off for a nap or two. Ordering in, because clearly the food we bought that morning was just not going to shake the anxiety like a pizza with wings would. It’s hard to look back and remember any random Sunday…except for one.

There we were, eating away our feelings with buffalo wings, laughing at Sheldon and Penny’s banter in The Big Bang Theory, just like so many Sundays before, when a loud pop came from inside my stomach and a horrific pain released an ear-shattering scream. I have never seen my husband, Tom, move as fast as he did at that moment—instantly on his knees, holding on to any part of me that wasn’t shaking in pain. When he realized that wasn’t helping, he ran to call my mother. I was so focused on trying to make it all stop that I heard only random pieces of the conversation: “She is breathing…but she’s just squirming, crying…I don’t know what to do.”

I forced myself to focus on my breathing. Once I finally caught my breath, a dull pain lingered in my body, the echoing memory of what had just happened. Tom stared at me with watery eyes, shaking and agreeing with my mother that he would rush me to the ER. I asked for the phone and assured them both, “I’m okay.” While I couldn’t answer most of their questions, I did make it clear that I was fine and would not be going to the hospital. I couldn’t possibly consider tacking on another bill or missing a day of work. After what felt like an eternity, my mother ended her pleas with a deal: If I was still sore tomorrow, I would go to urgent care.

I woke up in the morning to Tom gently shaking me, checking to see if I needed him to stay home from work. I was a teacher, and he was a security tech. At the time, we couldn’t afford an unpaid day off—he had to go in. I once again assured him I was okay but, since I was still sore, agreed to go to the urgent care up the street.

I raced to the urgent care in hopes of beating the rush and making it to work on time. I explained the “pop heard around the world” and did the necessary tests. A few minutes later, the doctor walked in with the results, his hand resting on his chin, and his expression full of concern and confusion.

This can’t be great, I thought to myself.

With a puzzled sigh, he said, “Okay, so from what I can gather, this could be your appendix or a complication with the baby…”

He continued saying something about the hospital, but my mind whirled so loudly I couldn’t hear him. Baby? What baby? How could I not know I was having a baby? The room started to spin; I felt like I’d gotten the air knocked out of me. I couldn’t hold in the steadily building sob any longer.

The doctor’s face kindly softened as he assured me the baby would be okay. My own face must have expressed some degree of horror, and I watched as it suddenly dawned on him: “You didn’t know?”

The sobs became louder, my head reeling.

“Let me get a nurse,” he said, quickly leaving the room.

Within seconds, I was in the embrace of a woman I had never met. My head hit her shoulder, and the tears kept coming. She rubbed my back and lulled me with “Shhh, it’s okay.”

When I was finally able to compose myself into anything beyond tears and snuffles, my first words were: “But we have no money.”

Yes, you read that right. The fact that this was my first reaction haunts me to this day. Looking back now, finding out I was expecting my first son, Noah, was a blessing, an incredible gift. And yet my response in that extraordinary moment was that we couldn’t afford him. I wish I could have comforted myself then, held that version of me, told her there was no need to worry, she would figure it out, and to just enjoy the best thing that would ever happen to her. But it’s easy to look back and wish you could do things differently; it’s harder to forgive yourself for those moments.

Thank God for that nurse.

Gently, she responded, “Baby, with every mouth comes a loaf of bread.”

When I think back to that day, I can still feel her kind embrace and hear the warmth in her voice. But I can’t recall if I even thanked her for being exactly who I needed and saying the exact words I needed to hear in that pivotal moment.

From there, I was sent to the emergency room, where Tom met and sat with me for hours, both of us on pins and needles. They couldn’t give us a straight answer. “It’s probably an ectopic pregnancy… Actually, your blood count is off… Wait, it’s ectopic again.” This back-and-forth led to the best-case scenario: a cyst had burst, so my little man could attach. Now he officially was snug in place and on his way.

Tom and I left the hospital, silent. I knew what we were both thinking about: money.

Looking out the window, mind racing, I made a promise to myself. I can’t sit around and wait for a random bakery to donate a loaf of bread… I need to make the loaf myself.

At that moment, the Money Hungry Mama was born.



The Mission

A Money Hungry Mama isn’t greedy. She is driven. She is the mama who is staying up late at night searching for a new start. The mama who wants to show her kids what is truly possible. The one who feels a message etched on her soul: She is meant for more. She is not just hungry for money. She is hungry for purpose, freedom, and, for many, proof that she matters outside of motherhood.

My mission in sharing my Money Hungry Mama story is, first and foremost, for you to realize that you’re not alone.

When you’re standing in the middle of Costco praying your card has enough for the case of diapers in your hand, or drooling over that adorable blouse showcased in the store, or even daydreaming about that vacation you’ve been dying to take, you are not alone.

The way that just thinking about money makes your heart sink to your stomach, how you cringe when you open your bank account and hope it isn’t negative—you are not alone.

Scouring the internet to jump on the next money-making trend, bingeing courses from successful moms in hopes of earning a fraction of what they make—you are not alone.

I think about that girl in the urgent care room often. I think about how far she has come, how she tried so many hustles, and I wish more than anything I could tell her, “We did it. We found our hustle and no longer think about money as a negative.” And now I’m here to help you find your relief, your hustle, too.

The mission of this guide is to share different hustle ideas and success stories from mamas just like you. This book is designed to prepare you with the steps you need to feel confident in building something that you, too, can help support yourself and your family.

Here, you will find everything you need to make your bakery a success.

To gain your freedom. To gain a community. To gain your bread.

Welcome to the Money Hungry Mama community.







[image: ]Chapter 1 Finding Your Perfect Hustle


The minute I took on my new Money Hungry Mama persona, there was a spark of excitement. Up until that moment, I had my whole future planned out. I’d be a teacher. I felt destined to spend my adult life in a ten-month revolving door of adorably decorated walls, shaping the minds of the future. Teaching was in the bloodline, after all. Both of my grandfathers were teachers; one went on to complete his career as a superintendent.

If we’re being honest, I had never even thought about a different route. Considering a hustle, discovering a different avenue toward income that hadn’t already been paved out for me—that was exciting. Here was a chance to see what truly interested me, outside the script I’d been following my whole life.

Who would have thought that, in the chaos of discovering I was about to be in charge of another human (in the midst of barely having my own life put together), I would also find a sense of freedom?

I was just catching that glimpse of opportunity when I smacked right into a wall. Sure, I knew I needed to find a hustle, but I had no idea what I wanted to do—or heck, what I even liked to do outside of teaching.

My first attempt to figure it out was by asking people around me, “What am I good at?” The generic reply was “working with kids.” It wasn’t until my mother was sobbing over a birthday card I’d written to her and stating for the zillionth time, “You are an amazing writer,” that it hit me. She had told me this time and time again for as long as I could remember. For years, I had shrugged it off with sheer disgust; I hated writing. Or so I thought.

I stored away her suggestion but still wasn’t convinced. Instead, I wanted to know my options. So I turned on research mode, spending hours reading endless blog posts, binge-watching YouTube videos, and stalking social media.

Once I understood that there were endless possibilities, I finally realized I had to look inward and do some self-reflection in order to figure out…me.

Without giving too much away, I can tell you that I went in with an idea of what I thought I wanted and ended up loving something I truly never expected to.

Now it’s your turn to look inward. First, here are a few key things to remember during this process:


	[image: ]Be honest with yourself. Be honest about what you’d enjoy doing. Don’t just choose something because you think it’s the most lucrative option. Remember, you need to do the work. You might as well enjoy it.

	[image: ]Figure out your schedule. Some of these hustles require weekend availability. For myself, Saturday is a non-negotiable rest day. I turn off work completely, refusing to do anything besides spend time with the people I love most.

	[image: ]Do the research. Yes, this book will open your eyes to quite a few options, but there are many possibilities not covered in these pages. Take the time to do a bit of recon.





Skills on Skills on Skills

First things first, find the nearest mirror. Look at that Money Hungry Mama staring back at you and tell her you love her. You deserve a moment to remind yourself you are doing everything you can to make your situation better.

Now grab a pen and paper and think about all of your incredible talents. And don’t just think about them—actually sit down and write a list.

While creating this list, think professionally but also outside the box. Are you a whiz at putting together an incredible work luncheon? Do you create lesson plans like a boss? Do you bake cakes that look like a Pinterest ad? Are you 100 percent a team player? Are you a tiny-human coordinator (a.k.a. a stay-at-home mom, or SAHM for short), scheduling and executing everyday activities? If you have a career outside being a mom, what skills are involved? Think about your job and everything it requires of you. List it all.


	[image: ]Next, think personally. Are you someone everyone turns to when their life is falling apart? Are you awesome at keeping up with your social network? How would you describe your personality? List it.

	[image: ]Finally, think happiness. What are your hobbies? What makes you smile just thinking about doing it? What subjects or activities do you find yourself gravitating toward? Are you crafty? Do you love writing? Maybe it’s mentoring that fills your soul. Figure out what brings out your spark—outside your family, friends, and career.

	[image: ]Phone a friend. Ask those closest to you to list your strengths. Sometimes we overlook the obvious because we can’t quite see it in ourselves. You never know until you ask.





Automatic Mom Skill List

Not sure where to start? Below are skills we all learn in motherhood that can be utilized in many money-making hustles:


	[image: ]Multitasking

	[image: ]Problem-solving

	[image: ]Communication

	[image: ]Leadership

	[image: ]Time management

	[image: ]Teaching

	[image: ]Meal and budget planning

	[image: ]Motivating others

	[image: ]Creating safe environments






Playing Matchmaker

Keep your skills list close as we go through different hustle options. Proactively write down the side hustles that not only match your skill sets but also make your heart skip a beat. Remember, the most successful Money Hungry Mamas not only have skills in their hustle but a passion for it.



Potential Hustles

Are there any hustles you already have in mind that you want to put on your list?

If makeup is your forte, jot down “makeup artist.”

If you like to jam out in the car while driving around town, a food delivery app like DoorDash might be for you.

If teaching is your strong suit, look into teaching English online to students in different countries.

Once you have a few ideas to start with, it’s time to research. While this guide is a great starting point, to reach the true Money Hungry Mama level of success you are capable of, you will need to diligently do your own research.



Research Steps


	[image: ]Search the internet for any and all information about potential hustles. Comb through blogs and binge-watch YouTube videos.

	[image: ]Look at Glassdoor for employee reviews if you are planning to work for a company.

	[image: ]Find successful moms in your hustle on social media. Come join my @themoneyhungrymama community on Instagram to find motivation, tools, and success stories from mamas who started just like you.



By learning everything you can about your ideal hustle, you’ll choose your next move with confidence that it will not only be a good fit for your interests but a lucrative one for your wallet.




Find Your Community

We as humans love being able to discuss the good, the bad, and the ugly with like-minded individuals. Finding your community can add both spark and support to starting your adventure.

Facebook has groups for everything. Type in the name of your potential future hustle and join the groups that resonate with you. The Money Hungry Mama community is there for you as well. Once approved, dive deep into previous posts from others currently doing your hustle and see what is working for them—and what isn’t.

Best of all, in these communities you will have others to talk to. Especially in the beginning, you may find yourself with endless questions. This is the perfect way to immerse yourself and feel less alone.




Grow with Your Hustle

Remember, you can always change your mind.

Nothing is permanent. There is plenty of opportunity to change and mold yourself, your strengths, your interests, and your hustle. Stay open to the possibilities of learning new skills or pivoting to new opportunities as you grow in your side hustle journey. I attempted over twenty different hustles before finding my match—truly proving that “you may kiss a few frogs before you find your prince.”

Even though that was my approach, it isn’t the only route. You might have your passion ready to go. For example, maybe you know that making quick and easy dinners is your niche. So you begin sharing your passion for easy go-to recipes and create YouTube tutorials on how to make them. Whether it happens right away or you need to kiss some frogs first, when you do find your niche, be sure it is something you are passionate about.




Find Your Confidence

The fear of the unknown can be paralyzing.

You can play the “what if” game until your face turns blue—so, change the question. Instead of  “What if this goes wrong?” ask yourself, “What if this goes right?”

Everything you are capable of is laid out on that list in front of you. Confidence is key. Trust in your unique blend of skills and interests, and you’ll find the perfect hustle.

Who knows? You may be such a Money Hungry Mama queen that you end up turning this hustle into a full-blown business.







[image: ]Chapter 2 Prioritizing Time


Time. There honestly never seems to be enough. Between keeping the tiny humans alive, tackling mounds of laundry, cooking, chauffeuring, chores—the list goes on—it can seem impossible to add one more thing to your never-ending schedule. Trust me, I get it. But what if, instead of one more mundane chore, it was an opportunity?

It’s all about mindset. Instead of looking at the new venture as an annoying time-suck you need to somehow squeeze into your already-full day, think about it as the key to freeing up time for your future self. Allow this new opportunity to hold an important space in your schedule.

Your new hustle can alleviate so much of your current stress by relieving your money struggles. It might even allow you to splurge on that luxury item you’ve been eyeing for a while. Or maybe it’ll be the key to taking random trips to the local ice cream shop, ordering in that pizza when you don’t feel like cooking—or, dare I say, even planning your next vacation?

It’s time to start seeing a hustle for what it truly is: possibility.

But this brings us back to the question: Where do we find the time?

We need to start by looking at your current weekly schedule.



Nail Down Your Schedule

Grab a pen and record everything you do in a day, from waking up to your late-night social scroll. Write it all out.

Be honest in your recordings.

When I first started my Money Hungry Mama journey, I was newly pregnant with my first and napping whenever I wanted (and, blissfully, eating whatever I wanted).

My schedule at the time had a lot of openings to play with. While my current schedule as a mom of three is a chaotic blur, my schedule back then would have looked like this:


7 a.m.: Make coffee and get ready for work

8 a.m.: Work commute

8:45 a.m.–3:30 p.m.: Full-time teaching job

4–6 p.m.: Mindless scroll

6–7 p.m.: Dinner, cleanup, TV

7–8 p.m.: Grade, plan, shower, and prepare for the next day

8–10 p.m.: Mindless scroll

10 p.m.: Bedtime



If I were to fill out a typical Monday after having my three kids and before going all in on my hustle, it would look like this:


5:30–6 a.m.: Set up my social media posts for my hustle

6–7 a.m.: Kids start to wake up

7–8 a.m.: Morning chaos for school and daycare

8 a.m.: Work commute/car karaoke

8:45 a.m.–3:30 p.m.: Full-time teaching job

4–5:30 p.m.: Work commute/picking up the tiny humans/dinner prep/chugging a giant latte

5:30–7 p.m.: Non-negotiable family time (games, homework, etc.)/cleanup

7–8 p.m.: Bath/bedtime chaos

8–10 p.m.: HUSTLE TIME

10–10:30 p.m.: Self bedtime prep

10:30–11 p.m.: Doomsday scroll (I am a work in progress)



Looking at this schedule now, I am proud of myself for the structure I have created. Honestly, I feel like I have more time now than I did before I had kids. In my pre-kids schedule, you can see where hours were wasted. I am now happier with my consistency and with what making the time has done for my family.

Now that you have written out your schedule, let’s look at it closely.

My Current Schedule

[image: ]
Things I Can Adjust

[image: ]
My Ideal Schedule

[image: ]



Understanding Your Time

As you were recording your past week, you may have had some moments you were reluctant to write down, to even admit to. I get it—I did too.

When I first did this exercise, I saw, right there in black and white, just how much time I spent scrolling on social media or binge-watching the same comfort show for the eight-millionth time. I decided to shift my screen time from mindless hours a day to a designated hour block. While not my proudest realization, once I came to terms with how much time I had been wasting and saw how much time I had available, I took action, turning that unintentional time into hustle time.

Now it’s your turn. Right off the bat, look for the obvious:


	[image: ]Do you have any available time slots?

	[image: ]Is there anything you could cut back on?

	[image: ]Is this the year you wake up thirty minutes earlier and dedicate that time to your Money Hungry Mama Era? Or maybe, like me, you prioritize the time after the kids go to sleep for your hustle grind.



As a mom of three, I know how hard it is to find time, but it’s there and it’s yours to use to truly change your life.



Prioritize Tasks

Not everything is important.

It hurts me to type that insane thought as much as it probably hurts you to read it. I am the type of person who puts something on my checklist and then it burns a hole in my soul knowing I have yet to complete it. But, like you, I am human. Walking the path toward positive mental health means realizing that I am, in fact, not superhuman and cannot prioritize or accomplish every undone task on earth.

I found through the years that an organized morning checklist routine can be life-changing. Taking the time to prioritize my list is a must. If you want to go the extra mile, highlight. The motion of color overlapping pen is extremely satisfying. Prioritizing in this way reminds me that not everything needs my full and immediate attention. It helps me curb the “superhuman” instinct—and take a breath.

My personal morning checklist looks a bit like this:


	[image: ]Important: MUST do. Pink highlight.

	[image: ]Medium: Not a MUST but needs to get done in a timely manner. Yellow highlight.

	[image: ]Meh: Not important but would like to do. Blue highlight. I usually keep adding these to my list until I can get to them or find someone who can help me.



If color-coding isn’t for you, simply add different shapes next to the priority levels, or sneak into your child’s stack of stickers and divide them by their favorite characters. Whatever works!

The second that breakfast is on the table, I grab my planner. I love planners that have a motivating quote and a space to write something positive to start your day—be it an affirmation, a grateful remark, or a manifestation. For example, this morning I wrote: “I am grateful for the strength to write this book, to help others.” This habit brings a sense of all that is possible and starts my day with a positive state of mind, setting me up for success.

Again, this is my way to prioritize. Figure out what makes you happy. Just remember, in order to build your bakery, you need to set aside the time to create it.




Effective Planning and Scheduling

Now comes the work. Look at your current schedule and modify it. Write out a new, desirable daily or weekly schedule that best accommodates your responsibilities. Seriously, write it out. If it is written, it is so—or at least that’s what you are starting to train your mind to believe. Allocate specific time blocks for family and your main job (SAHM included), as well as time for your hustle, self-care, and rest. We thrive off of schedules; it’s in our DNA.

Most importantly, map out your non-negotiables. Prioritize what makes you happy.

A “non-negotiable” is time that you are not willing to tweak or change—time that cannot be interfered with. This protected time is key to your success.

I have two:


	[image: ]I do NOT work on Saturdays. I refuse. It is the one day a week I dedicate to my core four (my husband and kids). We spend the entire day together. Once the kids are in bed, Hubs and I have our date night in. Usually, we watch a movie we haven’t seen before or try out a new show while enjoying dessert on the couch.

	[image: ]5–8 p.m. every night is also dedicated to my core four. This lasts from dinnertime until our bedtime story and song. Whether we take a walk, go to the park, or play games, that is our time and should not be disturbed.



Since I became determined to stick to my non-negotiables, it has been a game changer. In the beginning, I felt I had no time for a hustle. Then things swung the other way, and I was letting my Money Hungry Mama persona take over. I thought I was doing what was best for us, but I quickly realized a heartbreaking notion: Was I hustling? Sure. But I was missing moments, moments that were fleeting. I was stuck between a rock and a hard place. Hustling for my family and myself, I was building that bakery. But at the same time, I was putting us, my core four, on the back burner. “Just one more minute,” “Mommy can’t play right now,” “I’m sorry baby, I have to work.” Until one day, my son Noah, the same one who sparked this journey, responded with, “You always are working.” It was like a punch in the gut. He was right: Even though I was doing all of this for him, for us, I was losing the moments and time that mattered the most.

Aligning these non-negotiables now will save you from possible gut-punching mom guilt in the future.


Learn to Say No

You want to help everyone and do everything—I get it. I do too. Here’s the kicker: You don’t have to, and sometimes, you just can’t.

I am personally freeing you from the assumption that you have to do everything. If it doesn’t make you happy, align with your vision or goals, or benefit the people inside your four walls, it is okay to say no.

Your time is sparse and precious as is. Instead of giving it all away, guard it fiercely.



Delegate and Outsource

Feel free to say no to situations where you experience even the tiniest dread of commitment. It’s okay. And I get it. There are things that must be tended to, whether we want to do them or not, right? In those cases, look to delegate or outsource where you can.

It’s okay to ask for help.

As moms, we tend to carry the world on our shoulders, but we need to ask others to start helping out too. Start with the people in your home, even for small tasks, like asking your kids to help straighten up after dinner.

It’s okay to ask for help.

Ask your husband to switch off chores each week—one handles dishes, while the other does laundry.

It’s okay to ask for help.

When we are in our Money Hungry Mama era, time is money, and every penny counts.

On the other hand, if spending a little money can relieve you of a physical or mental load, it’s worth it.

The ease of paying for help is at your fingertips. Grocery shopping, laundry, and cleaning just scratch the surface of services available for you to outsource. When push comes to shove, there are so many opportunities out there that can help make your life easier. Maybe it costs $15 to get groceries delivered, but in that hour normally spent perusing the supermarket aisles, you’re working on your hustle and making $50. That’s a profit.

It’s okay to ask for help.

Side note: You may even choose one of these services as your hustle. Being that instant relief for other mamas while hustling for yourself—what a win.




“Me” Hustle Time

Who says being a Money Hungry Mama means being constantly overstressed and overworked?

Remember, this is the path you are choosing because you want to.

My hustle time takes up six out of seven nights a week, yes, but it’s something I absolutely love and look forward to doing. It consists of working alongside an incredible-smelling candle, with my favorite music blasting away, and a delicious latte, Shirley Temple, or whatever drink I decide is perfect for that week.

The minute you turn “working” time into “me” time, everything changes. It is no longer a chore that you have to complete. It is now something you are excited to do.

Let’s say your hustle has you driving for long periods of time—you can find a podcast you are obsessed with (*cough* The Money Hungry Mama *cough*). Or maybe reading more books has been on your to-do list for the longest time—you can use that car time to listen to an audiobook.

If your hustle has you crafting, find TV shows you have been wanting to binge for years and finally indulge in a much-needed marathon while you craft.

Whatever the case may be, there is a way to make it into something you completely enjoy.

While the goal is to turn your hustle into “me” time, this does not take the place of self-care and rest. Make sure you are constantly filling your cup. You are a priority. If you are running on empty, take breaks and recharge. Remember, a burnt-out mama isn’t productive in any role.



Assess and Adjust

The key to success? Constantly adapting.

If you find that what was working last week suddenly plummets, change. Think about 2020, when the world shut down. It was a true make-or-break moment, especially for those hustles that required hosting in-person parties for sales. A few months into the pandemic, I received my first Facebook invite for a virtual sales party. While many threw in the towel, others pivoted and found new and incredibly lucrative ways. Always be willing to move things around and focus on what you need to work on most. Adjust your schedule whenever you see fit. The point of a hustle is to make your life better, not complicate it.

Now that you have rearranged your schedule and found out just how much is left in your cup, let’s look into some of the hustles available for you to choose from.







[image: ]Chapter 3 The Hustles


Let’s find you the perfect hustle, shall we?

Listed below are different hustle ideas grouped into categories. Each category will give a generalized type of income, along with an estimated hourly and monthly salary range. These ranges are based on what I have found through years of researching hustles and talking to moms who are doing them.

The types of income are broken up into three options: passive, semi-passive, and active. Active means you are trading your time for money: You have to continuously work at it in order to get paid. Semi-passive means there is up-front work as well as times where you will need to update and put in some active work, but you can still get paid when you are not on the clock. Passive is truly “set and forget.” Passive is something we all chase, but I want to be honest: Passive income only happens after you put in the work to figure out the proper systems, outsourcing, and automations, and ensure the logistics are in place.

It’s important to note that these are only some of the options available to you. Also, any hustle, listed or not, will require you to do a bit of research on your own. For example, I did not list specific apps or websites—instead, I offered a generalized concept of each example hustle. New apps, websites, and hustles are popping up every day—once you get an idea of where you want to go, it’s up to you to forge your own path (this is the exciting part!).

The next chapter, “Money Hungry Mama Stories,” will dive into the details of select hustles. Those are hustles that either I have personally tried or fellow Money Hungry Mamas have found success in.


Other Important Things to Note


	[image: ]Ask Yourself questions are included at the end of each explained side-hustle idea to help you cross-reference it against your list of strengths and weaknesses.

	[image: ]Meet the Money Hungry Mama is a dedicated section written about myself or another Money Hungry Mama who is killing it with their hustle.

	[image: ]Brittany’s Money Hungry Mama Fail is a section where I explain how and why I failed in a particular hustle, as well as offer advice I hope you find helpful. While not all are recorded here, I failed at over twenty side hustles while figuring out how to start my bakery. I hope that my stories both help to save you some strife and reassure you that, hey, it’s okay if things don’t always go as planned. Your perfect hustle is out there. If I can find mine, you can too!



Finally, the best part of starting a side hustle is the freedom to be your own boss. I did my best to estimate a payout range for each hustle, but please note that income ultimately depends on these three things:


	[image: ]The effectiveness of the marketing strategy

	[image: ]The content that is created around your hustle

	[image: ]The Money Hungry Mama’s dedication



Without further ado—the hustles!



The Hustles: Ideas You Can Use to Get You off the Ground

Any hustle with a * will be further explained in the next section.

Online Sales

Time: 5–20 hrs/wk • Earnings: $100–$10,000+/mo • Type: Semi-Passive


	[image: ]*Affiliate Marketer: Earn a commission by promoting other companies’ products or services, mostly using links.

	[image: ]*Influencer: Social media must be your thing. Consistency and honesty is key. I can’t tell you how many times I have bought a product because someone I blindly trusted told me I needed it. You want to make sure you truly love whatever product you’re promoting. As for consistency, post the same amount each week. Let the algorithm know your habits.

	[image: ]Unboxing Videos: Avid shopper? Creating unboxing videos of the latest “must haves” might be for you! People love to see what they’re purchasing, especially when shopping online.

	[image: ]eBay Seller: My husband partakes in eBay selling, but this book is not called Money Hungry Dads. I will say, if you have items to resell, it’s worth it.

	[image: ]E-Commerce Store Owner: If you have ever wanted to own your own store but at the same time hate leaving your house, this is for you. You can create an online store via apps, websites, or even social media. You choose the items that are in your store, your shoppers can purchase online, and then you ship to them.

	[image: ]Online Boutique: If fashion is your thing, think about starting your own online boutique. You can make items by hand, or order and then resell them.

	[image: ]*Direct Sales/Multi-Level Marketing (MLM): This gives you the ability to sell products that you love and recommend.

	[image: ]*Product Reviewer: Get paid to review products. It is honestly that simple.

	[image: ]Print-on-Demand Shop Owner (Printful, Redbubble, etc.): Design T-shirts or other items and sell them through a print-on-demand service. No inventory—just design and post. I have done this as well and loved it.

	[image: ]Printables Designer: Design templates for decor, invites, and gifts and sell them as digital files.

	[image: ]Secondhand Book Seller: With book social media on the rise, selling finished books is a great hustle for avid readers.

	[image: ]Dropshipping Store: This has become another hit in the hustle world. Basically, you open an adorable online shop and stock up on items available for purchase at a lower price. Once a buyer purchases, you go back to the third-party supplier and have the item shipped directly to the buyer.

	[image: ]Streamer: Are you a gaming mama? You can make money by playing games through services like Twitch.

	[image: ]Digital Product Sales: If you can create a great downloadable product, this is possibly the most passive hustle. The creation process is done once, and you can continue selling the product as long as people want it. It could be an ebook, a flyer, or an invite. List it in your store, and once someone places an order, it’s automatically sent to their email.



Arts & Crafts

Time: 5–20 hrs/wk • Earnings: $100–$5,000+/mo • Type: Active → Semi-Passive


	[image: ]Artist: If you have that creative skill, showcase and sell it. A neighbor of mine had her art in stores throughout town. She didn’t sell online at all, just strictly in stores with advertisements at local Airbnbs. Since we lived by the ocean, she painted the beach landscape.

	[image: ]Candle Making: Who doesn’t love a good candle? This is great if you can make a wonderful-smelling candle with adorable packaging.

	[image: ]Carpentry, Woodworking, and Furniture Making: Repair or create wood items—take wood and turn it into furniture or pieces of art.

	[image: ]*Illustrator: Use your passion to draw and bring stories to life.

	[image: ]Greeting Card Designer: If you are punny, this is your calling. Design digitally and sell. Personally, I look on Etsy for cards for any occasion.

	[image: ]Antique Restoration: Take antiques such as vases, lamps, and dressers and restore them to their original condition. Consider starting social media accounts geared toward selling these pieces online.

	[image: ]*Craft Seller: Take your art—hair bows, necktie design, sewing, embroidery, anything you hand-make—and sell it online via Etsy or another platform.

	[image: ]*Embroidery and Monogramming: Think sewing little details but with a machine. This craft often uses pieces of keepsake materials and adds them into designs on different types of 
clothing, like sweatshirts.

	[image: ]*Jewelry Making: Create beautiful pieces that make both your skills and your clientele stand out.

	[image: ]Journal Making: If you’re an avid journal keeper, bring your passion forward by designing journals for others.
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