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“In the 1970s, the 2nd of June Movement had many fans among the left. It was the guerrilla group with the human face, denounced by the Red Army Faction as ‘hippie lumpen.’”

—taz

“This well-structured book allows us to revisit—and rethink—the politics, practice, and consequences of the radical left-wing opposition during the 1970s in West Germany.”

—Geronimo, author of Fire and Flames: A History of the German Autonomist Movement

“Ten bank robberies, a bombing, resisting arrest, illegal possession of firearms. The defendants? Members of the criminal organization ‘2nd of June Movement.’”

—Der Spiegel

“No urban guerrilla is no solution either.”

—graffiti, Berlin
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PREFACE

Gabriel Kuhn

This book does not have the most conventional of histories. Someone in North America who prefers to remain anonymous translated most of the documents collected in this volume more than a decade ago. With a collaborator, they intended to release a volume similar to the one you are holding in your hands. For various reasons, this never happened.

When, in 2019, German author-activist Roman Danyluk released an extensive history about the 2nd of June Movement titled Blues der Städte. Die Bewegung 2. Juni—eine sozialrevolutionäre Geschichte (Blues of the cities: The 2nd of June Movement—A social-revolutionary history), I reckoned that a summary of his book in English would make a useful companion to the translated 2nd of June Movement documents. So I checked in with the translator in North America and their collaborator. Since their volume still seemed a long way off, they generously allowed me to use the translations and conceive a 2nd of June Movement book together with Roman. They also provided material that proved very useful for the introduction and the notes included in this volume.

With access to unpublished 2nd of June Movement documents, I added a few translations of my own and gave the others an overhaul. The introduction is based on Roman’s book.

The documents included here contain all of the texts released under the name of the 2nd of June Movement as well as texts by individual members that address the group’s activities, trials, and prison terms. The documents range from interviews and articles to position papers and court statements. Some were written while the group was still active, some thereafter. Together, the texts not only provide a history of the group but also include important reflections on its successes and failures. Perhaps most importantly, the discussions these texts bring to life remain highly relevant for revolutionary politics in the “metropole” (First World/ Global North), the perennial question of armed struggle, and the relationship between the left and the working class. Readers will also be baffled by the fascinatingly accurate predictions of capitalism’s development in the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries (decline of the welfare state, neoliberalism, new factory regimes, new global rivalries). And all in a language that’s accessible, bereft of academic jargon, and not even too loaded with the political lingo of the German far left at the time. As serious as the issues are, many texts are entertaining and outright funny.

Some published interviews and articles by former 2nd of June members were not included. This was to avoid redundancy, or because the texts included unsubstantiated claims. For the same reasons, a few (very few) of the included texts were shortened, with omissions indicated.

The documents included in this volume have been structured to create a narrative. They appear in chronological order with respect to the events they address, even if they were written or recorded at different times.

Some 2nd of June Movement members have written memoirs, but none of them sat well with core members of the group. Michael “Bommi” Baumann’s Wie alles anfing—despite having been widely discredited from people within the movement upon its 1975 release—is the most famous of these accounts, especially outside of Germany due to an English translation titled How It All Began (1977). Till Meyer’s Staatsfeind (State enemy, 1996) and Inge Viett’s Nie war ich furchtloser (Never was I less afraid, 1997) also caused the irk of other 2nd of June members. Gabriele Rollnik included anecdotes from her time in the 2nd of June Movement in the interview book Keine Angst vor niemand. Über die Siebziger, die Bewegung 2. Juni und die RAF (Not fearing anybody: About the 1970s, the 2nd of June Movement, and the RAF, 2004). Like Viett, Rollnik joined the RAF in 1980 and declared the 2nd of June Movement dissolved—see the chapter “Dissolution (or Not)” in this book. Norbert “Knofo” Kröcher published a number of texts, including the autobiography “… warum mir die Linke” (Why the left is …). However, former comrades advise people to read Kröcher’s texts with caution, as he has allegedly always been prone to embellishment and fabulation.

Numerous documents from the milieu around the 2nd of June Movement were published in German in two volumes titled Der Blues, a reference to the name of the cultural and political underground scene of West Berlin that the group emerged from.

Several people apart from our unnamed friends in North America have helped to make this book a reality. A special thanks goes out to Klaus Viehmann, who has taken considerable time to provide material, check details, and help with annotations. The responsibility for any errors lies solely with the editors.

This book must not be read as a nostalgic tribute to militants of a distant past, but as a source of inspiration for revolutionary politics in a time that needs them as much as ever.






ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS


APO Außerparlamentarische Opposition (extraparliamentary opposition); shorthand for the broad-based, left-wing, extraparliamentary opposition in West Germany in the late 1960s and early 1970s.

CDU Christlich Demokratische Union Deutschlands (Christian Democratic Union of Germany); Germany’s mainstream conservative party. The CSU (Christlich-Soziale Union in Bayern, Christian-Social Union in Bavaria) is its Bavarian sister party.

dpa Deutsche Presse-Agentur (German Press Agency).

DKP Deutsche Kommunistische Partei (German Communist Party); pro-Soviet communist party founded in 1968, claiming to be the successor of the original Communist Party of Germany (KPD), founded in 1919, banned by the Nazis and declared illegal by the West German postwar government in 1956.

FDP Freie Demokratische Partei (Free Democratic Party); Germany’s mainstream liberal party, often a junior partner in government coalitions, both with the CDU and the SPD.

FRG Bundesrepublik Deutschland (Federal Republic of Germany); originally, the official name of West Germany; today, the official name of the reunited Germany.

GDR Deutsche Demokratische Republik (German Democratic Republic); the official name of real socialist East Germany from 1949 until its dissolution in 1990.

PFLP Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine; founded in 1967 as a secular, nationalist, and socialist organization, the second-largest tendency within the PLO (Palestinian Liberation Organization) after Fatah. The PFLP-EO (Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine–External Operations) was a PFLP offshoot, engaging in controversial actions such as skyjackings; it effectively dissolved in 1978 after the death of its leader, Wadie Haddad (1927–78).

RAF Rote Armee Fraktion (Red Army Faction); the best known of the German urban guerrilla groups of the 1970s; founded in 1970, it carried out actions until 1993 and officially dissolved in 1998.

RZ Revolutionäre Zellen (Revolutionary Cells); network founded in Germany in 1973, built around clandestine cells of aboveground activists engaging in militant action; mostly social-revolutionary, but with an internationalist/anti-imperialist wing in the 1970s. Together with its sister organization, the feminist Rote Zora, responsible for over a hundred militant actions. The RZ and the Rote Zora dissolved in the early 1990s.

SDS Sozialistischer Deutscher Studentenbund (Socialist German Students’ Federation); socialist student organization of great importance for the APO.

SED Sozialistische Einheitspartei Deutschlands (Socialist Unity Party of Germany); founded in 1946, the SED—a merger of the East German branches of the SPD and KPD—was the ruling party in the GDR.

SPD Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands (Social Democratic Party of Germany); Germany’s mainstream social democratic party.

sponti “spontaneists”; influential antiauthoritarian tendency in Germany during the early 1970s.

Stasi Ministerium für Staatssicherheit (Ministry for State Security); the GDR secret police.

Conversions

1 centimeter = 0.4 inches

1 meter = 3.28 feet

1 kilometer = 0.62 miles

1 kilogram = 2.2 pounds

1 Deutschmark = 0.45 USD (rough average for the 1970s)






PROTAGONISTS



2nd of June Movement

The 2nd of June Movement had a couple of dozen underground members and many more aboveground helpers and collaborators. The following members are the ones you’ll encounter most regularly in this book:

Ralf Reinders (born 1948) was a founding member; Ronald Fritzsch (1951–2022) joined soon thereafter. Both were arrested in 1975 and served fifteen years in prison, many in the same unit in Berlin-Moabit. Klaus Viehmann (born 1954) spent several years there with them, also serving a fifteen-year sentence. Viehmann was arrested in 1978.

Fritz Teufel (1943–2010) came to the 2nd of June Movement as a member of the Tupamaros Munich. He was arrested in 1975 and spent five years in prison. Contrary to his codefendants in the “Lorenz-Drenkmann trial” (see the relevant chapters in this book), he did not receive a fifteenyear sentence since he was able to produce an alibi for the actions he had been accused of—Teufel was working under a false name in a factory in Essen in the Ruhr Valley at the time. In the public eye, Teufel is closely associated with the term “fun guerrilla” (Spaßguerilla), apparently coined by himself. He combined political activism with humor, satire, and wordplay, characteristic for his writing (only partially conveyable in translation).

Gerald Klöpper (born 1953) was another defendant during the Lorenz-Drenkmann trial. Arrested in 1975, he had renounced the armed struggle before the trial began in 1980. Sentenced to eleven years in prison, he was prematurely released in 1982 and became active in green-alternative party politics.

Michael “Bommi” Baumann (1947–2016) and Inge Viett (19442022) were early 2nd of June Movement members. Baumann left the group before long and published a memoir in 1975, which was widely discredited by former comrades. He was arrested in a squat in Hackney in 1981 and extradited to Germany, where he spent five years in prison. Viett belonged to the 2nd of June faction that joined the Red Army Faction in 1980. She later found refuge in East Germany, together with other former Red Army Faction members. Altogether, she served seven years in prison.

Verena Becker (born 1952) was a 2nd of June member arrested in 1972 and freed as a result of the Peter Lorenz kidnapping in 1975 (see the relevant documents in this book). She later joined the Red Army Faction and spent roughly thirteen years in prison. Becker made numerous statements and collaborated with state security for years.

Ina Siepmann (1944-82) was another imprisoned 2nd of June member (arrested in 1973) who was freed as a result of the infamous kidnapping of CDU politician Peter Lorenz. After she had been flown to South Yemen with the other liberated prisoners, she joined a combat unit of the PFLP and died in Lebanon during an Israeli military operation in 1982.

Till Meyer (born 1944) joined the 2nd of June Movement in 1972 and was closer to the anti-imperialist politics of the Red Army Faction than most of the other 2nd of June members. His 1996 memoir Staatsfeind wasn’t received well by former comrades. Meyer spent about twelve years in prison and served as a longtime informant for the Stasi.

Norbert “Knofo” Kröcher (1950–2016) was a cofounder of the 2nd of June Movement in 1972. Not long thereafter, he went into exile in Sweden, where he was involved in an ambitious plan to kidnap government official Anna-Greta Lejon (born 1939). Lejon was held responsible for the deportation of Red Army Faction member Siegfried Hausner (1952-75) only three days after he had been badly wounded during the ill-fated 1975 Red Army Faction occupation of the West German embassy in Stockholm. Hausner died a week after having been flown to Germany. Kröcher was arrested in Sweden in 1977 and deported to Germany, where he served an eight-year prison sentence. His wife Gabriele Kröcher-Tiedemann (1951-95) was another one of the 2nd of June Movement prisoners liberated during the Lorenz kidnapping.

Werner Philip Sauber (1947-75) came from a rich Swiss family (his brother Peter founded the Sauber Formula One team). He was trying to establish a factory guerrilla in the Ruhr Valley when he died in 1975 in a shootout with police in Cologne. His life is portrayed in the 2013 novel Das Verschwinden des Philip S. (The disappearance of Philip S.), authored by his former partner Ulrike Edschmid.

Karl Heinz Roth (born 1942), a physician, was also involved in the attempts to build a factory guerrilla. He was injured in the Cologne shootout and served two years in prison. He became a well-known labor historian and theorist.

The renowned novelist Peter-Paul Zahl (1944–2011) was a member of the Red Ruhr Army, one of the predecessors to the 2nd of June Movement. He was arrested in 1972 and served ten years in prison.

Thomas Weisbecker (1949-72) was switching from the 2nd of June to the Red Army Faction when he was shot dead by police trying to arrest him in Augsburg in March 1972. A squat in Berlin, the Tommy-WeisbeckerHaus, was named after him. It remains an important hub for the activist scene in the city to this day.

Georg von Rauch (1947-71) was an influential figure in the militant circles of West Berlin that led to the foundation of the 2nd of June Movement. He was shot dead by police in 1971. Like Weisbecker, he had a squat named after him, the Georg von Rauch House, which also remains an important gathering place for Berlin activists.

Andreas Thomas Vogel (born 1956) was an active 2nd of June member from 1974 until his arrest in 1976. He spent ten years in prison. He belonged to the anti-imperialist current within the 2nd of June Movement but, unlike others from that current, never joined the Red Army Faction.

Ulrich Schmücker (1951-74) was executed as a 2nd of June member turned police informant. The exact circumstances of his assassination remain unclear, but there are many indications that secret police had knowledge of it and decided not to intervene.



Red Army Faction

Throughout the book, readers will frequently encounter members of the Red Army Faction, the better-known Marxist-Leninist counterpart to the social-revolutionary 2nd of June Movement. Andreas Baader (1943–77) and prominent journalist Ulrike Meinhof (1934-76) were widely regarded as figureheads, together with Jan-Carl Raspe (1944-77) and Baader’s partner, Gudrun Ensslin (1940–77). Holger Meins (1941–74), who died during a hunger strike in 1974, was another member well known to the public.

Lawyer Horst Mahler (born 1936) was an early RAF member and was arrested in 1970. In prison, he left the RAF and joined the KPD/AO, a small Maoist party. He refused to be part of the prisoner exchange during the Lorenz kidnapping. After serving ten years in prison, he briefly joined the FDP, before reemerging on the political scene as a spokesperson for the far right in the late 1990s. Since then, Mahler has repeatedly served prison sentences for Holocaust denial and hate speech.



Others

A highly influential figure within the radical left in West Germany and West Berlin during the time the urban guerrilla groups emerged was the SDS activist Rudi Dutschke (1940–79). In 1968, he survived an assassination attempt by a right-wing youth, but he succumbed to medical problems related to the attack a decade later.

Dieter Kunzelmann (1939–2018) was the most prominent member of Kommune 1, a commune in West Berlin that symbolized the late 1960s blend of cultural and political revolution.

Peter Urbach (1941–2011) was an effective infiltrator and agent provocateur within the radical left.

German statesmen who are named frequently in this volume are Konrad Adenauer (1876–1967), CDU member and West Germany’s first chancellor, serving from 1949 to 1963; Helmut Schmidt (1918–2015), SPD member and chancellor from 1974 to 1982; Hans-Dietrich Genscher (1927–2016), FDP member, minister of the interior from 1969 to 1974, and vice chancellor in coalition governments with both the SPD and CDU from 1974 to 1992; longtime CDU chairman Helmut Kohl (1930–2017), who served as the country’s chancellor from 1982 to 1998; and CSU stalwart Franz Josef Strauß (1915–88), CSU party chairman from 1961 until his death.







TIMELINE


The following timeline lists crucial events in the history of the 2nd of June Movement, as well as events referenced frequently in the book. It does not provide an exhaustive history of the German urban guerrilla overall; events related to the Red Army Faction, the Revolutionary Cells, and the Rote Zora are included only if they had direct relevance for the 2nd of June Movement.




1967

January 1: Kommune 1 founded in West Berlin, a prominent example of collective living in the spirit of the “Blues,” the antiauthoritarian subculture of West Berlin.

June 2: Student Benno Ohnesorg is shot and killed by police officer Karl-Heinz Kurras during a demonstration against the Shah of Iran visiting West Berlin. (It was later revealed that Kurras was a longtime Stasi informant.)

September 6: The possibilities of an urban guerrilla in Germany is discussed by prominent SDS members at a conference in West Berlin.

1968

April: Georg von Rauch, Michael “Bommi” Baumann, and others form the Wieland Commune in West Berlin.

April 3: Andreas Baader, Gudrun Ensslin, Thorwald Proll, and Horst Söhnlein firebomb two Frankfurt department stores to protest the escalation of the Vietnam War. The four are arrested the next day, put on trial, and sentenced to three years in prison.

April 11: Rudi Dutschke is shot and severely injured by a young man with right-wing sympathies. Many blame the antisocialist propaganda of the tabloid Bild for the deed. Since Bild is owned by the Springer publishing empire, Springer offices become the target of weeklong protests across Germany.

1969

February 27: While visiting West Berlin, US president Richard Nixon is met with massive demonstrations and an unsuccessful bombing attempt by Kommune 1 members against his motorcade.

June 13: While appealing their sentence for the Frankfurt department store firebombing, Andreas Baader and Gudrun Ensslin go underground.

Fall: The urban guerrilla groups Tupamaros West Berlin and Tupamaros Munich are formed. Members of the Tupamaros West Berlin train in a PLO camp in Jordan. The group is responsible for a series of firebomb attacks in Berlin.

November 9: The Tupamaros West Berlin plant a firebomb supplied by police infiltrator Peter Urbach at a Jewish community center in West Berlin; the incendiary device malfunctions.

1970

February 6: Bommi Baumann is arrested after a failed attack on a tabloid journalist and jailed for a year and a half.

April 4: Andreas Baader is arrested during a traffic stop in West Berlin. May 14: An armed group breaks Andreas Baader out of the library of the Institute for Social Research, where he has obtained permission to work with journalist Ulrike Meinhof. An employee, Georg Linke, is shot and injured. The group, including Ulrike Meinhof, goes underground. The event is considered the beginning of the Red Army Faction.

May 22: The West Berlin radical magazine Agit 883 publishes “Die Rote Armee aufbauen” (Building the Red Army), regarded as the RAF’s founding document.

June 11: The so-called hand grenade law is passed, extending the police’s arsenal.

July 19–20: Numerous Tupamaros West Berlin members are arrested.

September 29: Three simultaneous bank robberies are carried out in West Berlin by RAF and future 2nd of June members.

1971

May 1: RAF members meet with people from the Tupamaros West Berlin and the Blues scene to discuss a possible merger.

July 8: Thomas Weisbecker, Bommi Baumann, and Georg von Rauch go to trial for militant actions. Baumann and Weisbecker are released on bail; von Rauch is not. However, von Rauch leaves the courthouse pretending to be Weisbecker, whom he resembles. Once the confusion is cleared up, Weisbecker is released as well. All three go underground and are involved in forming the 2nd of June Movement.

December 4: During a manhunt in West Berlin, members of the Blues scene get involved in a shootout with the police. Georg von Rauch is shot and killed.

December 8: A vacant wing of the former Bethanien Hospital on Mariannenplatz in Berlin-Kreuzberg is occupied and named the Georg von Rauch House. It becomes an important center for the extraparliamentary left.

1972

January: Members of the Blues scene, the Tupamaros West Berlin, the “Central Council of the Roaming Hash Rebels,” and the Red Ruhr Army found the 2nd of June Movement.

February 2: The 2nd of June Movement bombs the British Yacht Club and two British military trucks in West Berlin in response to the British army killings of protesters in Northern Ireland on “Bloody Sunday” in Derry, January 30. At the British Yacht Club, boatbuilder Erwin Beelitz finds the bomb and is killed when trying to disarm it.

February 28: Till Meyer is arrested in Bielefeld while trying to buy weapons from soldiers who have tipped the police.

March 2: Thomas Weisbecker is shot and killed by police in Augsburg. May: The RAF responds to the sea blockade and carpet-bombing of Vietnam with a bombing campaign known as the May Offensive.

May 19: The RAF’s 2nd of June Commando bombs the Springer Building in Hamburg; despite three warnings, the building is not cleared, and seventeen workers are injured.

May 24: The RAF’s 15th of July Commando bombs the European headquarters of the US Army in Heidelberg; three soldiers are killed.

May 7: Inge Viett and Ulrich Schmücker are arrested alongside other 2nd of June Movement members in a small town in Rhineland-Palatinate.

July 21: Verena Becker is arrested in the Kreuzberg neighborhood of West Berlin.

December 14: Peter-Paul Zahl seriously injures a police officer during a shootout in Düsseldorf. He is wounded himself.

1973

June 20: Inge Viett breaks out of the women’s prison on Lehrter Straße in West Berlin.

July 7: Gabriele Kröcher-Tiedemann is arrested in Bochum, following a shootout with the police.

October 20: Ina Siepmann is arrested when entering a safe house in the Kreuzberg neighborhood of West Berlin.

November 11: Till Meyer escapes from the open Castrop-Rauxel institution.

1974

June 4: Ulrich Schmücker is executed in the Grunewald forest of West Berlin.

September 13: Prisoners from the RAF and the 2nd of June Movement go on hunger strike, demanding the end of isolation.

November 9: RAF member Holger Meins doesn’t receive sufficient medical support and dies after two months on hunger strike.

November 10: In response to Holger Meins’s death, 2nd of June members attempt to kidnap Günter von Drenkmann, president of the West Berlin district court; the attempt fails and von Drenkmann is shot and killed.

1975

February 27: The Berlin CDU chairman Peter Lorenz is kidnapped by the 2nd of June Movement; he is freed one week later after five political prisoners are released and flown to South Yemen.

April 24: The RAF’s Holger Meins Commando occupies the German embassy in Stockholm, demanding the release of twenty-six RAF prisoners. As several deadlines pass, the commando kills two hostages. Late at night, an explosion rocks the building. RAF member Ulrich Wessel dies, and so does, ten days later, RAF member Siegfried Hausner, who is deported to Germany despite life-threatening injuries.

April 28: Ronald Fritzsch and Gerald Klöpper are arrested in a garage in the Tegel neighborhood of West Berlin.

May 9: Werner Sauber is shot and killed, alongside police officer Walter Pauli, during a shootout in Cologne; Karl Heinz Roth is shot and seriously injured.

June 6: In a shootout with police at the Yorckstraße subway station of West Berlin, Till Meyer is injured and subsequently arrested.

July 30–31: The 2nd of June Movement distributes “chocolate kisses” during bank robberies in West Berlin.

September 9: Ralf Reinders and Inge Viett are arrested alongside another 2nd of June Movement member in an apartment in the Steglitz neighborhood of West Berlin.

September 15: Gabriele Rollnik and Fritz Teufel are arrested in a hidden rear apartment in the Wedding neighborhood of West Berlin.

December 21: An OPEC conference in Vienna is stormed by a Palestinian-led commando including two West German militants, Hans-Joachim Klein, associated with the Revolutionary Cells, and Gabriele Kröcher-Tiedemann, from the 2nd of June Movement. An Austrian police officer, an Iraqi guard, and a Libyan government official are killed; Hans-Joachim Klein is seriously injured. The commando takes several hostages. They negotiate a free passage to Algeria, where they release the hostages, purportedly for a ransom of several million dollars.

December 24: 2nd of June Movement member Inge Viett is caught trying to break out of prison by sawing through the bars of her cell window.

1976

March 26: Andreas Vogel is arrested entering a safe house in the Schöneberg neighborhood of West Berlin.

June 27: A commando consisting of Palestinian militants and Revolutionary Cell members hijack an Air France airliner traveling from Tel Aviv to Paris. They divert the plane to Entebbe, Uganda, and demand the release of fifty-three political prisoners, including 2nd of June Movement members Ralf Reinders, Fritz Teufel, and Inge Viett. On July 4, an Israeli special operations unit storms the airport, killing the commando members as well as forty-five Ugandan soldiers. In Entebbe, the hijackers divided the passengers into two groups; whether the division was based on Israeli citizenship or Jewish identity is contested to this day.

July 7: Inge Viett and Gabriele Rollnik break out of the women’s prison on Lehrter Straße in West Berlin alongside another 2nd of June member and a RAF member.

November (exact date unclear): Till Meyer attempts to escape from Tegel prison with the help of members of the 2nd of June Movement and the Revolutionary Cells; the effort fails when guards are alerted by sawing noises.

1977

March 31: Norbert “Knofo” Kröcher is arrested in Stockholm and extradited to West Germany.

May 21–22: The “torture weekend” occurs, during which 2nd of June Movement prisoners are severely abused by state security agents.

September 5: German industrialist and former SS officer Hanns Martin Schleyer is kidnapped by the RAF’s Siegfried Hausner Commando. His chauffeur and three bodyguards are killed. The commando demands the release of eleven political prisoners. On October 13, a Palestinian commando hijacks a Lufthansa airliner traveling from Mallorca to Paris. The airliner eventually lands in Mogadishu, Somalia, where, on October 18, it is stormed by a German special police unit (GSG 9). Three of the four hijackers are killed; the passengers are freed. Shortly thereafter, RAF prisoners Andreas Baader, Gudrun Ensslin, and Jan-Carl Raspe are found dead in their cells in Stammheim prison. The authorities classify the deaths as suicides, a version refuted by many, including RAF prisoner Irmgard Möller, who survives the night badly injured in her Stammheim cell. On October 19, the Siegfried Hausner Commando executes Schleyer; his body is found in the trunk of a car parked in the border town of Mulhouse, France. The events become known as the “German Autumn.”

November 9: 2nd of June Movement members and three Austrian supporters kidnap textile magnate Walter Palmers in Vienna. Palmers is released four days later in exchange for a ransom of several million US dollars. The three Austrian supporters are arrested within weeks.

December 20: Gabriele Kröcher-Tiedeman is arrested along the French-Swiss border, alongside another 2nd of June Movement member, following a shootout.

1978

January 27–29: The Tunix Congress is held in West Berlin; it brings together a cross-section of the radical left in West Germany to discuss how to proceed after the “German Autumn.”

April 10: The so-called Lorenz-Drenkmann trial, addressing the Lorenz kidnapping as well as the assassination of Günter von Drenkmann, begins in West Berlin. The defendants are Ronald Fritzsch, Gerald Klöpper, Till Meyer, Ralf Reinders, Fritz Teufel, and Andreas Vogel.

May 27: Till Meyer is broken out of Moabit prison; the intended breakout of Andreas Vogel fails.

May 31: The Revolutionary Cells carry out two actions against the court-imposed lawyers in the Lorenz-Drenkmann trial. One of them is shot in the leg.

June 5: Klaus Viehmann is arrested in the Schöneberg neighborhood of West Berlin while getting into a car under police surveillance.

June 21: Till Meyer and Gabriele Rollnik are arrested in Bulgaria alongside two more 2nd of June Movement members. They are extradited to West Germany.

1980

January 19: Klaus Viehmann, Gabriele Rollnik, and two more 2nd of June members go on trial for the 1977 Palmers kidnapping in Vienna and the 1978
 Till Meyer prison breakout.

June 2: 2nd of June Movement members hiding in France decide to dissolve the organization and join the RAF. They issue a statement, read in court by Gabriele Rollnik. In a text released soon thereafter, Ronnie Fritzsch, Ralf Reinders, and Klaus Viehmann strongly object to the statement. The 2nd of June Movement effectively splits into two camps, which marks the end of the group.

1981

February 10: Bommi Baumann is arrested in London and extradited to West Germany.

August 4: French police officer Francis Violleau is shot and seriously injured by Inge Viett during a chase.

1990

June: In the wake of the fall of the Berlin Wall, ten former RAF members who had received sanctuary in East Germany are arrested, among them Inge Viett.






INTRODUCTION: THE BLUES

Roman Danyluk

In the early 1970s, West Berlin is a front line separating the East from the West, a reality largely forgotten today. Just as the year 1972 begins, somewhere in the divided city, about a dozen activists from various militant groups have gathered to discuss a daring project that they hope can breathe fresh air into a flagging revolt. The antiauthoritarian rebellion started five years ago, and for the last two years, there have been numerous militant actions—and not just in Berlin. Across the planet, a young, euphoric generation shares a common spirit of revolt, with Berlin being one of its epicenters. Here, where real socialism and capitalism meet, an explosive storm of resistance has been brewing since the 1960s, made up of subcultural and countercultural initiatives, politicized students, rebellious young workers, women’s groups, and lesbian and gay groups. In this boiling cauldron, the 2nd of June Movement emerges from half a dozen small militant groups as a new urban guerrilla. Its members are the children of the antiauthoritarian social revolt who understand their armed project as part of the social-revolutionary tradition.



Being the Subject of One’s Own History

What does the era of West Berlin’s urban guerrilla mean today? Can it provide any lessons for the twenty-first century and its struggles for liberation? In 2005, Karl Heinz Roth, an influential movement figure at the time, answered the question as follows:


What remains important about the 2nd of June Movement is this: it was the only armed group that had a solid relationship with the proletarian youth and subculture. If you focus on this particular aspect in the context of the revolt of the 1970s, you will find both the strengths and the weaknesses of this era…. Without a healthy degree of subversiveness and boldness any social resistance lacks perspective. Yet the people who resist need to know their limits if they don’t want to end up in social isolation, turning into a bogus revolutionary elite.1




Since capitalism began to ravage both humanity and the planet, there have been two historical moments with world revolution on the agenda. The first was the period between 1905 and 1923, when the revolutionary left struggled for sharing the wealth, council democracy, and a noncapitalist economy—in short, for communism. The second period stretched, roughly speaking, from 1967 to 1977. You could see it everywhere: in the terms used at the time, in the First World, the Second World, and the Third World. Protest movements, anticolonial struggles, proletarian uprisings, and militant rebellions occurred both in the industrialized countries of the West, the real socialist countries of the East, and in the “Three Continents,” or, as we say today, the Global South.

The armed left was a specific element of this era (as it is of any revolutionary era), and it is the subject of this book. The book’s purpose is to uncover what remains useful of the experiences of the era’s armed left. We will examine this from a standpoint of critical solidarity. The utopian demands of said era, freedom and equality the world over, remain as relevant as ever.

Mainstream historical accounts attempt to downplay liberation struggles, particularly armed initiatives. The dominant representations of the urban guerrilla cynically affirm the ruling conditions and are full of self-serving inaccuracies. They pay hardly any attention to the motivation behind the struggles. They draw on police reports and judicial records. But any such sources need to be approached with utter caution and skepticism. In the novel Macht und Widerstand (Power and resistance), Ilija Trojanow writes the following about a Bulgarian resistance group:



The charges, a monstrous frameup: five young men, unscrupulous, violent, ready to do anything, incited and supported by sinister foreign capitalist forces—a screeching hyperbolic account, threadbare, dishonest. It wearies me. No word about the prosecutors’ crimes, committed to disclose our alleged crimes…. Behind the demonization, no one sees what we have really done: creating a network of cells in resistance, carrying out a spectacular action…. No word about our hour-long debates, no word about the difficult path to the right deed. That’s the nature of official records: they never include what’s essential.2




When journalistic or academic treatments of the armed struggle refer to former protagonists as sources, we are usually confronted with renouncers, defectors, and crown witnesses. The attention paid to former militants who have returned to the bourgeois fold is considerable. All of the West German guerrilla groups had defectors who hoped to capitalize on their militant past as “guerrilla celebrities.” They delivered sensational accounts and fairy tales that the media in the society of the spectacle longs for. Whenever interest in these storytellers known for their extensive media barrage (books, interviews, articles, talk show appearances, etc.) waned, they would, without fail, produce ever more fantastic “revelations”—for a fee, of course!

This contrived history-writing about the militant left must be resisted; the realization that ruling historiography is the historiography of rulers is hardly new, but the historiography of the militant German left serves as another example to confirm it.

Even within the left, vague assumptions and ideological prejudices characterize the portrayal of the armed left. But a left that portrays the militant struggles of the 1960s and ’70s as nothing but mistaken and misguided is doing the ruling class a favor. What we need is an open debate about left history. Otherwise, the radical left will find itself floating aimlessly, no ground beneath its feet.

The 2nd of June Movement, which existed from 1972 to 1980, understood itself to be the “proletarian section of the armed left” in West Berlin and West Germany. I consider psychological or pathologizing attempts to explain the emergence of armed struggle in West Berlin and West Germany completely inappropriate. The rise of urban guerrilla groups in several industrialized countries at the time indicates that there existed a political, social, and economic base for them. The social developments of the time require special attention.

In Germany, Rhine capitalism laid the groundwork for the rebellion of the late 1960s.3 It was broader and deeper than what many think today. It is difficult to find a label that does the complexity of the situation justice, but terms such as “antiauthoritarian social revolt” or “extraparliamentary opposition” (außerparlamentarische Opposition, APO) provide a reasonable conceptual framework. The rebellion consisted of at least six significant wings:


	the high school and university students;

	the New Left, both within and outside the institutions;

	second-wave feminists;

	lesbian and gay activists;

	the working class, particularly young workers, apprentices, and migrants;

	the subculture and the counterculture of hippies, communes, artists, Hash Rebels, the Blues, the Beat scene, etc.




There was, of course, much overlap between these wings, both ideologically and personally. Mobilization was so broad that it impacted all areas of life. Students struggled to democratize schools and universities. The APO targeted the Nazi legacy of the West German Federal Republic of Germany (FRG) as well as the emergency laws, the Springer press,4 the Vietnam War, and more. The second-wave feminist movement struggled for equal wages, abortion rights, and a reform of marriage and divorce laws. Migrants rallied against poor pay, high-speed assembly lines, and the living conditions in the barracks they were housed in; they also demanded a summer vacation that was long enough to visit their home countries. Apprentices wanted to work under less authoritarian structures and with better pay—they were part of a broad working-class resistance demanding higher (fairer) wages and better working conditions. Declassed people (runaways, the homeless, prisoners, people in various institutions) were tired of marginalization and deprivation. Rebellious subcultures turned their backs on commercialization and materialism, and the lesbian and gay movement was picking up speed.

The breadth of the revolt of the 1960s needs to be understood in its social context. For the participants, the experiences were formative. People acted on their own, broke rules, aimed for self-transformation as well as social change, thought collectively, and championed solidarity. It is wrong to reduce the rebellion to a cultural revolution, glossing over its political, social, and economic dimensions. The revolutionaries of the time had a very political understanding of culture. Their anticommercial networks brought together artists and theorists, festivals and study circles. It was clear to them that the revolution required a strong cultural element. Emancipation meant breaking with bourgeois society.

The diversity and creativity expressed in political action at the time is hard to imagine for younger generations. There were demonstrations, rallies, provocations, sit-ins, teach-ins, smoke-ins, paint balloon attacks, free concerts, free festivals, rent strikes, squats, sabotage in the factories, street fights—lots of militancy. Communes were founded (urban and rural), as well as support networks for West German and American draft dodgers.

It is no surprise that, in such a climate, the possibilities of armed struggle were discussed. Eventually, different groups went from talk to action. They figured that armed resistance was a natural extension of the movement. None of the urban guerrilla groups, the 2nd of June Movement included, appeared out of thin air. They were part of a broad militant movement. But there was another element: in the early 1970s, it became clear that the early energy and optimism of the rebellion was slowly fading. The armed groups believed that the disintegration of the rebellion needed to be stopped by raising the resistance to new levels. They made mistakes and had their shortcomings, but their uncompromising rejection of reformism attracted quite a few on the left. There existed a particular aura around the armed groups.




The 2nd of June Movement

The 2nd of June Movement emerged out of various militant groups in West Berlin and West Germany. To outline the 2nd of June Movement’s history, we need to look at three stages: the prehistory, the formation, and the practice. Thereafter, we will look at the beginning of the end of the 2nd of June Movement, and its final disbandment.




Prehistory



Shocking the bourgeois is, alas, easier than overthrowing him.

—Eric Hobsbawm, 1969




In July 1969, there was a meeting of militant leftists from West Berlin and West Germany with far-reaching consequences. The people gathered, coming from various groups, and evaluated the “Prison and Justice Campaign” (Knastund Justizkampagne). Within the antiauthoritarian currents of the APO, breaking the law and engaging in militant resistance—from street fighting to property destruction—had become accepted forms of resistance. “Direct action” would, as the saying goes, “deliver the goods.” However, there was no shared position on targeting people.

The orthodox sections of the APO turned to party building; many different Marxist-Leninist and Maoist organizations were founded, with centralized leaderships and disciplined cadres. Armed struggle was not on their agenda. Many antiauthoritarian militants thought differently. They saw armed struggle as key to keeping the spirit of the rebellion alive. Some of them believed that a nationwide meeting on the outfall of the Prison and Justice Campaign would allow for relevant discussions. The meeting was held in Ebrach, a small town in Bavaria, under the name “Red Prison Week.” On a meadow provided by a local farmer, two hundred militants assembled, hailing mainly from Munich, Frankfurt, and West Berlin.

Ebrach was chosen because the well-known activist Reinhard Wetter was imprisoned there. Wetter, a twenty-one-year-old philosophy student, had been sentenced for fare-dodging and attacks on the America House. He had also objected to the presence of plainclothes police officers at the University of Munich. Wetter was serving eight months with no possibility of parole. His sentencing had been the result of obvious collusion. In prison, Wetter helped other inmates with complaints and petitions.

Several actions accompanied the meeting. The Ebrach prison gate was demolished, the local cemetery (burying only representatives of the legal system) was vandalized, and a government office was occupied when local authorities tried to declare the meeting’s campsite illegal.

During the meeting, two issues were central: one, establishing a nationwide infrastructure for the Prison and Justice Campaign to address the ever-increasing number of trials and prison sentences among leftists; two, procuring weapons and establishing contacts with Third World liberation movements. Among the participants were Andreas Baader, Gudrun Ensslin, Georg von Rauch, Fritz Teufel, and various other militants who over the subsequent years would play a role in the Red Army Faction and the 2nd of June Movement, respectively.

The goals of the Ebrach Red Prison Week proved too ambitious. The APO newspaper Agit 883 published a sobering balance sheet of the gathering, calling it a chaotic failure, mainly due to poor preparation. Instead of decent food, there were mountains of hash. Nonetheless, the meeting had a lasting impact because of the informal discussions it enabled between the present militants. There were very concrete outcomes: the prisoner solidarity movement had been strengthened, and a seed for armed struggle had been sown.

The second half of 1969 proved crucial. An armed left was no longer just a lofty idea. The first steps to make it a reality were taken. Apart from Third World influences, inspiration was drawn from the Black Panthers and the Weather Underground as well as from Italian militants.

Of particular importance was Carlos Marighella’s Minimanual of the Urban Guerrilla. Marighella was a Brazilian Communist Party member who founded an urban guerrilla group after the 1964 military coup in Brazil. He was shot dead in a military ambush on November 4, 1969, only a few months after the publication of his manual, which influenced urban guerrilla groups worldwide. A German translation was first published in the journal Sozialistische Politik (SoPo). But in order to become practically relevant, Marighella’s ideas had to be applied to the conditions in the country.

West Berlin was probably home to the largest rebellious milieu in postwar Germany. The population of the city had decreased by about a million compared to the 1930s. The city was divided by a wall built on the orders of the GDR government in 1961. The wall made even more people leave the city, fearing that it would soon be administered by the Soviets. However, there was also an influx of many young people coming to the city from West Germany. From 1955 to 1965, the number of students increased by tens of thousands. Many young men moved to West Berlin to avoid military service. The city was filled with conscientious objectors, hippies, and people longing for a different kind of life. Many of them moved to working-class neighborhoods such as Kreuzberg and Neukölln, which were also the homes of many migrant workers, the so-called Gastarbeiter (literally “guest workers”). The result was the creation of subversive enclaves in West Berlin.

To describe the rebellion of the era as a “student rebellion” is as false as speaking of a “cultural revolution.” The students were part of the rebellion, yes, and they shook up the traditional structure of German universities. Many democratic rights were won, and collective practices were established. But the rebellion was by no means limited to the academic milieu. The APO was much broader. Every conceivable aspect of life became a subject of political struggle. A prominent example was the connections made between socialist principles and psychotherapy, challenging social norms and fostering individual liberation.

Of course, the movement was not homogenous. Apart from political differences (e.g., libertarian/antiauthoritarian versus dogmatic/state socialist), the protagonists’ social backgrounds and class allegiances mattered. The academic left and SDS members largely came from bourgeois families. They were primarily occupied with issues such as anticolonialism, the Vietnam War, and psychoanalysis. Young workers, on the other hand, rebelled first and foremost against the repressive conditions they experienced at home, at school, and at work. The Blues, Berlin’s antibourgeois subculture of the late 1960s, was strongly rooted in the proletarian milieu. There were fewer theoretical debates in the Blues scene than among the students, and more immediate practice.

Militants from working-class families sensed a chasm within the left. While left-wing students and intellectuals could, at any time, decide to pursue a professional career, workers remained workers. In 1966, only 10 percent of students in West Germany and West Berlin came from working-class families.

The Blues created a rebellious energy in the city. Although overwhelmingly (sub)proletarian, it attracted a wide range of people. Among them were skilled Marxist and anarchist theorists and dropouts of all sorts: drug addicts, runaways, freaks, rockers, petty criminals, the voluntarily unemployed, and the occasional barefoot prophet. The Blues was a libidinous and hedonistic hodgepodge, with an explosive mixture of politics and counterculture that encompassed around a hundred collective houses and communes. The Blues was characterized by an aggressive nonconformity, a rejection of authorities of any kind, and a critique of industrial society. Members of the Blues struggled for liberated spaces and their own lifestyle. They valued self-expression, agitation, and provocation. The majority of the people involved always remained working-class.

Music was important. While most Germans hailed schmaltzy pop songs, the Blues rebels listened to R&B, soul, and psychedelic rock. So-called Krautrock was also popular. Bars like the Top Ten and Dicke Wirtin became important meeting places. Unlike in most major cities of West Germany, there was no curfew in Berlin. Many informal meetings were held on squares across the city. Underground printing presses published speeches by Malcolm X, articles by Frantz Fanon, and song lyrics by Bob Dylan.

The high spirits of the time were summed up a quarter of a century later, when 2nd of June Movement member Ralf Reinders said at a meeting to commemorate the twentieth anniversary of Ulrike Meinhof’s death on May 3, 1996: “We would be sitting in a bar having drinks, and when people left, they would say, ‘See you at the revolution!’ That’s how we felt.”5 You always know better in hindsight, but at the time, the West Berlin rebels could reasonably assume that there was considerable sympathy for their actions among the population, especially among the youth. Furthermore, their rebellion was part of a global uprising where the sky seemed the limit.

A significant part of the Blues consisted of “marginal groups” (Randgruppen). For many of the antiauthoritarians within the APO, these groups constituted an important revolutionary subject. The idea that the socially declassed—what Marx called the “lumpenproletariat”—had a particular revolutionary potential had already been developed theoretically by the German-American philosopher Herbert Marcuse. Marcuse reckoned that members of marginal groups, such as the homeless, prisoners, and patients in various asylums, were trapped in what sociologist Erving Goffman called “total institutions,” experiencing the contradictions of capitalist society in concentrated form. In the West Germany of the 1960s, “beggars,” “drifters,” and “vagrants” could still be sentenced to several months in prison, based on laws dating back to the nineteenth century—and sometimes to the Nazis’ penal code. Workhouses existed in West Germany until 1969. Poverty was treated as a crime rather than the expression of social ills.

In the late 1960s, a quarter of a million children in West Germany lived in reformatories, foster homes, and youth detention centers. Many were beaten, humiliated, and sexually abused. Most came from families living in extreme poverty. The institutions they were in demanded absolute obedience; the children were deprived of the most basic rights and freedoms. Many of the institutions were run by churches. “Discipline and order” was the rule of the day. Unsurprisingly, plenty of children escaped from these institutions as they grew older. In West Berlin alone, there were as many as two thousand young runaways living on the streets in the late 1960s.

Before joining the Red Army Faction, Ulrike Meinhof was an acclaimed left-wing journalist. She spent considerable time researching the conditions in the asylums, presenting her findings in magazine articles and radio programs. She demanded an end to gender segregation and any form of psychological and physical violence against the children. Positive reference points for Meinhof were the education system of Israeli kibbutzim and the theories of the Summerhill School founder A.S. Neill.

There was a concerted APO effort to draw attention to the conditions in the children and youth asylums through the Heimkampagne (asylum campaign) of the late 1960s. Inmates of the asylums were encouraged to rebel against the conditions they were living under, and living quarters for runaways were provided in political housing collectives.

By the early 1970s, much of the romanticism about this potentially new revolutionary subject had faded. It was hard to bridge the needs and ideas of the marginal groups and the high demands of the academic left. The orthodox Marxist-Leninist groups that emerged at the time shifted their focus elsewhere and relocated the revolutionary subject in the traditional working class. However, the subcultural proletarian milieu of the antiauthoritarian sections of the left remained open to the underclasses and continued to work with them. In its 1971 declaration “The Urban Guerrilla Concept,” the Red Army Faction wrote: “Figure out where the asylums are and the large families and the subproletariat and the women workers, those who are only waiting to give a kick in the teeth to those who deserve it. They will take the lead.”6

Of particular importance for integrating the asylum campaign into a broader political agenda was the December 1971 occupation of the former Bethanien Hospital in Berlin-Kreuzberg. The occupiers turned the building into a squat named the Georg von Rauch House, as the Tupamaros West Berlin member Georg von Rauch was killed in a shootout with police only days earlier. An entire floor of the building was occupied by runaways, while another was reserved for apprentices and young, unskilled workers. The relationship between the two groups wasn’t always the best, but the Georg von Rauch House has played an important role for the counterculture and the political scene of West Berlin. The story of the squat is commemorated in the “Rauch Haus Song” by the band Ton Steine Scherben, a hugely influential musical mouthpiece of West Berlin’s political subculture of the early 1970s.




Formation

No single incident provided the launching pad for the formation of the 2nd of June Movement, or the armed struggle in West Germany and West Berlin in general, but there are some historical moments of significance—the killing of Benno Ohnesorg by a police officer on June 2, 1967, being one of them.

Benno Ohnesorg was a twenty-six-year-old student, pacifist, and member of a Protestant church group who joined a demonstration against the Berlin visit by the Shah of Iran, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi. It was the first demonstration that Ohnesorg ever attended. He was among a crowd attacked by police outside the German Opera, awaiting the Shah’s arrival. After the crowd was dispersed with the help of batons, water cannons, and tear gas, plainclothes police officer Karl-Heinz Kurras followed Ohnesorg into a courtyard and, according to numerous eyewitnesses, killed him with a shot in the back of the head. Despite forensic evidence backing up the witnesses’ accounts, a widespread police cover-up ensured that Kurras was never convicted of any crime. The 2nd of June Movement would later reference the date of Ohnesorg’s killing in its name.

Also of high significance was the assassination attempt on student leader Rudi Dutschke on April 11, 1968. The assassin was a young, far-right lone wolf claiming to have been inspired by the antistudent rhetoric of the Bild Zeitung, the flagship tabloid of the Springer press.

These two shootings, in the midst of the media’s inflammatory rhetoric against the APO and an ever-increasing police repression and legal persecution, laid the groundwork for radical young leftists considering armed struggle as an option for West Germany and West Berlin.

The following groups must be named as predecessors of the 2nd of June Movement.




The Central Council of the Roaming Hash Rebels

Several political groups operated within the Blues scene in Berlin. The most iconic among them was the humorously named Central Council of the Roaming Hash Rebels (Zentralrat der umherschweifenden Haschrebellen), reminiscent of the US Yippies founded by Abbie Hoffman and Jerry Rubin, mixing anarchism and countercultural politics.

The Hash Rebels consisted mainly of working-class youth who had met in the subcultural drug scene. In April 1968, some of them founded the Wieland commune on West Berlin’s Wielandstraße, where twenty people, including three children, lived. They all slept in one room. Petty crime was the main source of income. Stolen goods were sold in West German university towns, and hash was sold on the streets of Berlin, with American soldiers being among the most loyal customers. Both Michael “Bommi” Baumann and Georg von Rauch lived at the Wieland commune. Ralf Reinders lived in another Hash Rebels commune on Nimrodstraße.

The Hash Rebels associated an antibourgeois lifestyle with, as their name suggests, smoking copious amounts of hash. They considered themselves to be the “organic intellectuals” of the subproletariat, a class they thought would be most likely to adopt the urban guerrilla strategy in Germany—eventually, some of them would take that step themselves.

The Central Council of the Roaming Hash Rebels was formed in summer 1969 by members from the Wieland and Nimrod communes as well as from Kommune 1, the pioneering urban commune of West Berlin. The group meant to elevate the political consciousness within the Blues scene. Its name was an ironic play at the various Marxist-Leninist groups emerging from the APO at the time. Among the members were Bommi Baumann, Georg von Rauch, Ralf Reinders, Norbert Kröcher, Ronald Fritzsch, Ina Siepmann, Thomas Weisbecker, and Dieter Kunzelmann, the Kommune 1 poster boy.

The first Hash Rebels action was, fittingly, a smoke-in at West Berlin’s Tiergarten park on July 5, 1969. The police kept their distance, but Georg von Rauch was arrested afterward, passed out in some bushes. The police had his stomach pumped, found out that von Rauch had consumed hash, and brought him to trial. He did a short stint in jail.

The Hash Rebels drew much inspiration from the Black Panthers, who defended local communities against police repression, helped addicts to detox, provided medical care for those in need, supported prisoners, and pushed dealers out of their neighborhoods. The Hash Rebels made an unrealistic, yet symbolically important demand: they wanted the West Berlin neighborhood of Kreuzberg, a stronghold of the Blues scene, to become an autonomous zone, closed off to the police. They produced numerous leaflets, which they distributed at concerts and festivals, and they had a weekly column in Agit 883. They called for people to leave the factories and universities and become professional revolutionaries.

Putting their money where their mouth was, the Hash Rebels acquired weapons and traveled to an anarchist commune in Austria for shooting training. Soon thereafter, they began firebombing banks and public offices. It didn’t take long for the police to close in on them. The West Berlin neighborhoods where the Hash Rebels lived were flooded with hard drugs at the time, and the cops found it relatively easy to recruit informants. Some Hash Rebels were forced underground, among them Ralf Reinders.

But the militant actions in West Berlin didn’t cease, not least because there were a few groups that were independent but closely associated with the Hash Rebels, such as the Black Cells, also rooted in the subproletariat and prone to stirring up trouble and confronting security forces. They also provided a support network for US military deserters. The far-left magazine FIZZ and the Black Aid group, an anarchist prisoner solidarity network, were closely tied to the Black Cells. They included a number of militants who would eventually go underground as 2nd of June Movement members, among them Inge Viett and Verena Becker.

The Central Council of the Roaming Hash Rebels ceased to operate when repression hit hard in 1970. But many protagonists became involved in a group that would leave an even stronger impact and that acted as a direct predecessor to the 2nd of June Movement: the Tupamaros West Berlin.




Tupamaros West Berlin

The Tupamaros West Berlin, named after the Uruguayan urban guerrilla movement founded a few years earlier,7 emerged out of the abovementioned July 1969 Red Prison Week in Ebrach. They were arguably the most immediate predecessor to the 2nd of June Movement.

The Tupamaros West Berlin made early contact with the Red Brigades (Brigate Rosse) in Italy, facilitated by some Italian comrades who had attended the Red Prison Week. The Red Brigades kept a bit of a distance, as they found the Tupamaros from West Berlin too anarchist, but they got them in touch with Fatah militants who invited them to one of their training camps in Jordan. Ina Siepmann, who was part of the group that followed the invitation, decided to stay behind for some time, working with Palestinian paramedics. Most of the others left the Fatah camp eager to initiate the armed struggle in Germany.

The Tupamaros West Berlin were formed in collaboration with people from the Hash Rebels, with the intention to connect the political underground, the Blues subculture, and grassroots initiatives. In 1969, there was a firebombing campaign, targeting courthouses, prisons, and department stores. One action overshadowed any other. On November 9, 1969, on the sixty-first anniversary of the 1938 Kristallnacht, the Tupamaros West Berlin placed an incendiary device at the Jewish Community Center in West Berlin where 250 people attended a memorial event. The device failed to ignite and the action was meant to support the Palestinian liberation struggle, yet the antisemitic overtones were all too obvious, and the action tarnished the reputation of the Tupamaros West Berlin, also within the radical left. Agit 883 announced that it would never again publish a Tupamaros West Berlin statement. The Palestine Committee in Frankfurt also denounced the action. As it turned out, the bomb had been placed by police infiltrator Peter Urbach.

In early 1970, the first arrests were made in connection with Tupamaros West Berlin actions, which, by then, amounted to about 120 attacks against the police, the legal system, and US interests. On February 6, 1970, Tupamaros West Berlin members, among them Bommi Baumann, Georg von Rauch, and Thomas Weisbecker, were arrested after a botched invasion of the home of tabloid journalist Horst Rieck.8 Alarmed by neighbors, police units arrived before they were able to leave the property.

On July 19, 1970, Dieter Kunzelmann, who was wanted in connection with the attack on the Jewish Community Center, was arrested at Tempelhof airport. The following day, Siepmann and Weisbecker were arrested at a West Berlin safe house. The July 1971 trial of Bommi Baumann, Georg von Rauch, and Thomas Weisbecker ended with the infamous mix-up of von Rauch and Weisbecker. When Baumann and Weisbecker were released on bail but not von Rauch, von Rauch pretended to be Weisbecker and left the courthouse. When the authorities realized what had happened, they had to release Weisbecker as well, having been deeply embarrassed by the cocky militants. All three defendants went underground, determined to continue the armed struggle. Together with other Tupamaros West Berlin members on the loose, they organized safe houses, stole cars, and engaged in target practice in West Berlin’s Tegel Forest.

By summer 1971, Tupamaros West Berlin militants and other Blues activists had sufficient material and strong enough infrastructure to escalate their strategy. Discussions about founding a committed urban guerrilla organization had become ever more serious. The militants agreed that such an organization would require a base in the proletariat and that it had to inspire the exploited and oppressed to revolt. The actions carried out should be such that anyone who wanted to should be able to replicate them. The organization itself should consist of autonomous cells, operating independently.

To further strengthen the material basis of their operations, soonto-be 2nd of June members robbed a number of banks in fall 1971. However, tragedy struck on December 4. When a group of four militants wanted to move a stolen Ford Transit from the Schöneberg neighborhood to a more secure location, they didn’t know that the van was under police observation. When the group arrived at the vehicle, they were confronted by plainclothes police, and in the shootout that followed Georg von Rauch was killed. The other three militants managed to escape.

Von Rauch had been one of the best-known militants of West Berlin, serving as a link between different sections of the radical left. His death led to numerous demonstrations and the occupation of the empty Bethanien Hospital, which was renamed the Georg von Rauch House.

The squatters received support from neighbors, who objected to the heavy-handed police response. The determination of the squatters, combined with the local support they received, forced the authorities to give in. The Georg von Rauch House remains an important gathering place for Berlin’s left to this day.

With Georg von Rauch’s death, the days of the Tupamaros West Berlin were over. The remaining militants, however, were determined to carry on in the 2nd of June Movement.




Tupamaros Munich

The Tupamaros Munich were, essentially, the Tupamaros West Berlin’s sister organization. They, too, were an early example of the guerrilla strategy that would be embraced by the 2nd of June Movement later on.

Munich, the capital of Bavaria, is one of Germany’s largest cities. In the 1960s, it had a strong counterculture and several left-wing and subcultural communes. Later members of both the RAF and the 2nd of June Movement got introduced to radical politics there.

One of the most important groups to arise in this context was, in 1969, the Aktion Südfront (Action South Front). It focused on the marginal groups in its politics and did much outreach in asylums and in workplaces with many apprentices. The group ran several collective houses in poor neighborhoods. They hoped that marginalized youth would become politically active, redefining the radical left’s theoretical framework. After internal conflicts, one of the Aktion Südfront cells decided, in early 1970, to go underground and form the Tupamaros Munich.

On February 20, 1970, the Tupamaros Munich claimed its first action in a letter to the press: the group had placed several firebombs at the central courthouse in Munich. Three days later, two firebombs were thrown into the bedroom of a district court judge who had sentenced a twenty-seven-year-old university lecturer and draft dodger to seven months in prison. According to police records, there were about twenty suspected Tupamaros Munich members, several of whom would join the RAF or the 2nd of June Movement. One of them was Fritz Teufel, who was arrested on June 12, 1970, after a series of firebombings against courthouses and businesses involved in the war industry.

Despite Teufel’s arrest being a harsh blow to the group, the Tupamaros Munich carried out firebombings until November 1971. A day after Teufel got sentenced to two years in prison, they firebombed the America House in Munich. Police stations, banks, and research institutions were also targets.

The end of the Tupamaros Munich came when key member Rolf Pohle was arrested in December 1971 while trying to purchase weapons for the group at a gun store in Ulm. The group had taken responsibility for twenty-four firebombings, in which no one got injured. Despite the end of the group, many of its members were just getting started.




Red Ruhr Army

The Red Ruhr Army is another group that deserves our attention in connection with the 2nd of June Movement. It was part predecessor and part parallel organization, with overlapping politics and personnel.

When Norbert Kröcher and Gabriele Tiedemann married in 1971, they used the marital loan of 3,000 Deutschmark they were entitled to as a young couple from West Berlin to buy two semiautomatic pistols and an assault rifle. They moved to North Rhine Westphalia, where they made contact with militants in Cologne and Düsseldorf. Together with Peter-Paul Zahl and a militant called Lothar Gend, they formed the core group of what became known as the Red Ruhr Army, a reference to a workers’ movement of fifty thousand people that, in 1920, orchestrated the largest workers’ uprising in German history. The modern-day Red Ruhr Army established contacts with various far-left groups in the Ruhr Valley and acquired safe houses, cars, weapons, and explosives.

A first setback occurred in December 1972, when Peter-Paul Zahl got injured and arrested during a shootout with police while trying to rent a car with false papers. He was sentenced to fifteen years in prison, as he had seriously injured a cop.

Norbert Kröcher was with Zahl at the time but managed to escape. He was questioned by comrades for not coming to Zahl’s help and went into exile in Sweden, where he remained until his arrest and extradition to Germany in 1977.

With Gabriele Kröcher-Tiedemann arrested in July 1973, and Lothar Gend in March 1974, the Red Ruhr Army was devastated by arrests before it even got off the ground, but both its proletarian politics and several of its members found a home in the 2nd of June Movement.




Feminist Groups

The feminist movement of the time needs to be mentioned as another important influence on the 2nd of June Movement. Among various groups playing a role, the Brot und Rosen (Bread and Roses) collective was important insofar as it included future 2nd of June member Gabriele Rollnik. Bread and Roses focused on the situation of working-class women and established Kinderläden, feminist, left-wing kindergartens determined to strengthen children’s autonomy. The collective also campaigned against section 218, the law limiting access to abortion. In 1972, the Bread and Roses collective published a women’s handbook (Frauenhandbuch) addressing abortion rights, contraception, and the role of doctors, churches, and the pharmaceutical industry in controlling the female population, not least in the Third World. More than one hundred thousand copies of the handbook were distributed.

Another important feminist group was the Frauenbefreiungsfront (Women’s Liberation Front), founded in 1970. It included a few future 2nd of June members, including Verena Becker and Ina Siepmann. Such as with others in the Blues scene, the women’s income was, at least partly, based on petty crime. Many evenings were spent on postering and spray-painting feminist slogans in the Moabit neighborhood. They also carried out actions against misogynist gynecologists.

The Women’s Liberation Front used Agit 883 as a publishing outlet, criticizing other feminist groups as “bourgeois,” but also, unlike some of the other radical feminist groups at the time, arguing for collaboration with male militants, seeing women’s liberation tied to broader anticapitalist politics. Some of the Women’s Liberation Front members were also active in a group called Die schwarze Braut (The Black Bride), carrying out actions against bridal stores and sex shops.

The personal overlap between all of these groups was strong, and it seems that the same women used different group names on different occasions. There was also a strong overlap with the abovementioned Black Aid prisoner support group.

The feminist groups of the era played an important role in the rise of the urban guerrilla in West Berlin and West Germany.




Founding and Practice of the 2nd of June Movement

Discussions about an urban guerrilla group based in West Berlin turned serious in late 1971. Several meetings were held at the Georg von Rauch House. Participants included members of the Hash Rebels, the Black Cells, the Women’s Liberation Front, the Tupamaros West Berlin, the Tupamaros Munich, and the Red Ruhr Army, among them Ralf Reinders, Werner Sauber, Ina Siepmann, Norbert Kröcher, and Gabriele Kröcher-Tiedemann. They agreed that it was time for a more profound militant practice, and, as a result, the 2nd of June Movement was founded in January 1972. After the Red Army Faction, it was the second major urban guerrilla group in West Germany and West Berlin.

The name 2nd of June Movement was chosen because the death of Benno Ohnesorg was regarded as a turning point during the 1960s rebellion by students, artists, intellectuals, young workers, and Blues scenesters alike. Referencing the events of June 2, 1967, would also remind everyone of who had shot first. Equally important was the “movement” part of the name. The founders did not want to create a hierarchical structure but wanted to be the armed core of a broader revolutionary struggle.

Ideologically, there was no unity among members. While many drew upon anarchism, the group also included undogmatic Marxists and Maoists. What unified them was the conviction that there had to be freedom in the revolutionary process and that revolutionaries needed to ensure the revolution would lead to freedom. There was also agreement about focusing on local actions but tying them to global struggles.

The founders of the 2nd of June Movement reckoned that only members who were already sought by the police should go underground. Aboveground members were regarded as important. They helped avoid the logistical challenges of keeping a great number of people underground

(everything from procuring false papers to safe houses) and were able to remain directly involved in aboveground discussions among the left. In a 2001 interview, former 2nd of June member Angelika Goder described her transition from aboveground to underground militant as follows:



The 1975 Lorenz kidnapping was the action that really mobilized me. However, I had already had contact with the 2nd of June Movement before. That contact dated from 1973 or 1974, when I had done smaller tasks in support: observation, running errands, finding safe houses, establishing contacts, supplying false papers, and other logistical support. But the kidnapping of Peter Lorenz was crucial, because I saw that you could indeed resist the state and change things. At that point, I decided to go underground…. This was done after careful consideration, it was a gradual process. Before that, I was in contact with the same people, but I was still living aboveground, with a registered apartment, seeing my friends, and maintaining contact with legal groups.9




The early 2nd of June Movement members brought a basic supply of weapons with them. They had pistols, small-caliber rifles, and shotguns. Some of the weapons came from the RAF, others from contacts in Italy. But they had to build their arsenal. Apart from strengthening the group’s structure and logistics, this was the biggest early challenge.

The group’s infrastructure required apartments, garages, printshops, laboratories (for producing explosives), counterfeiting equipment, and a communication system. For safe houses, buildings with a rear courtyard and an exit into a back street were favored. They offered a safe passage for members and a steady flow of information. So-called dead mailboxes were placed in various buildings around the city. These were mailboxes with fake names placed next to the boxes of the building’s real tenants. The boxes could be used to pass on notes and documents with little danger of being detected. They also allowed aboveground activists to maintain contact with the guerrilla without having to meet its members. As far as breaking into houses, stealing cars, and falsifying documents was concerned, there was plenty of shared experience within the group.

The intention of the 2nd of June Movement was to rejuvenate the radical left and fuel its revolutionary determination. It was a reaction to the “march through the institutions” that some former rebels from the 1960s had come to pursue. The SPD had profited strongly from this.

In 1969, they formed the West German government with the FDP as a junior partner, and in 1972, they scored a record outcome in the federal elections with 46 percent of the vote. SPD party membership increased by 40 percent between 1968 and 1976, reaching one million. The Jusos (short for Junge Sozialisten, or Young Socialists) also drew many new members.

The SPD pacified many radicals of the 1960s by relegalizing the DKP, by symbolic gestures such as the kneeling of chancellor Willy Brandt in front of the 1943 Warsaw Ghetto Uprising memorial in the Polish capital, and by an “Immunity Act” that eliminated many charges and sentences related to the protests of the 1960s. (This was not least in the self-interest of the party, as several thousands of its members, especially from the Jusos, were subjects of criminal proceedings.)

While the SPD government benefitted from giving itself a progressive aura, it intensified the repression of anyone unwilling to abide by its rules. For political radicals and outcasts of all sorts, surveillance, arrest, slander, persecution, prison, beatings, psychiatrization, and professional bans were part of everyday life. Infiltrators and agents provocateurs moved in their circles. The Springer press (and others) continued with their inflammatory rhetoric against the cultural and political underground.

There was also an increasing divide between academic leftists embracing scientific Marxism and working-class dropouts embracing sub- and countercultures. The 2nd of June Movement wanted to be a proletarian faction within the armed left. The group kept the language of their statements accessible and rejected both academic lingo and the messy sloganeering of the Marxist-Leninist “K-groups” (K for Kommunismus). They were convinced that in order to encourage revolutionary action you had to speak the language of the masses. This was also expressed in their actions, which often included humorous elements, something that led others from the far left to dismiss them as “populist” or a “fun guerrilla.”




The 2nd of June Movement and the Red Army Faction

When the Red Army Faction was founded in 1970, it was the first urban guerrilla group in West Germany. Despite ideological differences, it served as an inspiration for the 2nd of June Movement, and it also supported the newfound group with material and information during its beginnings.

The RAF’s story begins with an April 1968 firebombing of two department stores in Frankfurt, a response to the increasingly genocidal war led by the United States in Vietnam. Two of the four people convicted of the firebombing were Andreas Baader and Gudrun Ensslin, who would later become leading figures in the RAF. The immediate cause for the RAF’s founding was the violent breakout of Baader from prison in May 1970. Renowned left-wing journalist Ulrike Meinhof played a central role in the breakout, as she had arranged for a meeting with Baader at a library where they, allegedly, were to work together on a book. During the breakout, library staff member George Linke was shot and severely injured. The RAF would prove to be the deadliest and most enduring of the armed groups in West Germany, carrying out numerous actions, some of them both spectacular and controversial, before officially folding in April 1998.

There was regular contact between the RAF and the groups who would go on to form the 2nd of June Movement. In 1970–71, members of the Blues scene, including Ralf Reinders, met with the RAF to discuss the possibility of common actions, but ideological differences as well as the arrest of numerous RAF members meant that nothing ever came of this.

Despite basic solidarity, the relationship between the RAF and the antiauthoritarian tendencies in Berlin was complicated. Antiauthoritarian publications such as FIZZ supported the actions of the RAF, but the overall support in the scene had its limits. When, in 1970, one of the 2nd of June Movement predecessors, the Tupamaros West Berlin, built a pirate radio transmitter with the capacity to interrupt TV audio signals, the RAF wasn’t allowed to use it. The anarchist who had built the transmitter flatly refused to allow a “Marxist-Leninist organization” to put their hands on it.

The last important meeting between the RAF and the Tupamaros West Berlin happened in summer 1971. RAF members, including Andreas Baader and Gudrun Ensslin, traveled to West Berlin to recruit members of the West Berlin underground. They were particularly interested in Georg von Rauch because of his experience in militant politics. Georg von Rauch never joined the RAF, but the first RAF casualty, Petra Schelm, who was shot dead by a police officer in Hamburg in 1971, had indeed crossed over to the RAF from the Hash Rebels. Ralf Reinders was also in closer contact with the RAF for a while, but he then returned to the Berlin underground, dissatisfied with the RAF’s hierarchical structure. Most members of the Berlin underground were anarchists who wanted to focus on actions in Berlin, while the RAF intended to operate in West Germany. The anarchists in Berlin also wanted to remain in close contact with aboveground comrades, which the RAF no longer could afford due to security concerns. The RAF demanded that all armed militants should break contact with the legal left. This, effectively, blocked any way for RAF militants to return to the aboveground.

Concerning tactics and strategies, there were also considerable differences between the groups:



	The RAF believed that their actions spoke for themselves and would inspire the right people. This was based on the “foco theory” borrowed from Che Guevara, which called for a determined group of combatants (the foco) to directly attack the state. For the 2nd of June Movement, this approach created unclarity; they felt it was important to ensure that the population did understand their actions and not feel threatened by them, as this would only close the ranks of their opponents.

	The RAF argued that the militant left should attack “at the same level as the enemy.” The 2nd of June Movement’s armed strategy, however, sought to avoid deadly actions. The group always rejected a military rationale and encouraged low-level actions to be carried out in its name. The RAF considered such actions shallow and meaningless.

	The 2nd of June Movement was well connected with aboveground left-wing structures. These structures provided the group with maneuvering room, connections, and a social base. The RAF perceived this as a “mass tick” and “opportunism.”






The 2nd of June Movement’s Practice

The 2nd of June Movement did not believe that militant action could wait until the revolution was imminent. The capitalist state had to be attacked while the revolutionary movement was still taking shape. In a 1986 book chapter, former 2nd of June member Gerald Klöpper reflected on the 2nd of June Movement’s understanding of the interaction between armed struggle and social movements: “Our strategy came down to how useful our actions were for others, whether the actions concerned evictions, rent increases, layoffs, or factory closures. We hoped that others would take our resistance as an example, adopt it, and begin to organize themselves.”10

An urban guerrilla is an armed political group, but for the 2nd of June Movement weapons were, first and foremost, a means of self-defense and a tool to facilitate actions such as bank robberies. They were very clear about trying to avoid casualties.

In terms of internal organization, the 2nd of June Movement meant to operate in autonomous cells. Originally, there were two such cells in West Berlin. One consisted of militants with a couple of years of underground experience, including Ralf Reinders, Werner Sauber, and Ina Siepmann. Another consisted of relatively inexperienced militants, including Verena Becker and Inge Viett.

It was the latter who planted the bomb at the British Yacht Club in the Kladow neighborhood as the first action of the newly formed guerrilla. The group around Reinders bombed a British military vehicle in Berlin-Charlottenburg. Both actions were carried out in response to the January 30, 1972, killings of people protesting the British military presence in Derry, Northern Ireland, an event that has become known as “Bloody Sunday.”

The bombing of the yacht club was ill-fated. Boatbuilder Erwin Beelitz found the bomb and set it off while trying to defuse it. He died from his injuries. This was not the action’s only error. The militants who planted the bomb had also confused the yacht club with the actual target, the British officers’ mess.

The bungled action led to heated discussions within the group. Bommi Baumann left because of it. Baumann had already been shaken by the death of Georg von Rauch, which he had witnessed up close. After he left the 2nd of June Movement, he went into exile in the UK.

The rocky road during the earliest phase of the 2nd of June Movement continued. When, not long after the yacht club disaster, members Harald Sommerfeld and Ulrich Schmücker were arrested, they made extensive statements. For Schmücker, this had disastrous consequences. After his release from prison in 1974, he was executed by a group calling itself the “Black June Commando.” The group was based in West Germany and only loosely affiliated with comrades in Berlin, who largely rejected the action. The killing of Schmücker sent shockwaves through the radical left. Several investigations into the killing were carried out by German authorities, which concluded that the security services must have at least had knowledge about the assassination and decided not to intervene. Harald Sommerfeld served a short time in prison before becoming a priest.

Despite these setbacks, the new urban guerrilla group carried on. In March and April of 1972, successful bank robberies provided much-sought-after material support. The group’s network of safe houses was steadily expanding. On March 3, the West Berlin police headquarters was bombed, one day after Thomas Weisbecker was killed by police in Augsburg. On May 5, 1972, the 2nd of June Movement firebombed the law faculty at the Free University in Berlin in response to charges against police officers who had shot militants routinely being dropped. While the urban guerrilla turned up the heat, the security forces armed themselves with fully automatic handguns and grenades. Within a couple of years, the number of riot squad officers increased from 18,000 to 23,330, and that of state security staff from 1,016 to 1,409.

Considering the ever-increasing repression, the 2nd of June Movement’s security protocol had to be adjusted. By 1973, meetings with aboveground supporters no longer took place in safe houses but in cafés and restaurants. Apartments and stolen cars were frequently changed. At times, the group kept watch on as many as twelve safe houses and thirty cars with fake license plates. Many of the cars were “doubles,” meaning they had license plates indistinguishable from those on identical legal cars (same brand, model, and color). A provisional medical care facility was also established. Shooting practice took place in the Tegel Forest and Berlin-Grunewald. When taking an inventory of its arsenal in 1974, the 2nd of June Movement concluded that they had enough handguns but not enough larger weapons. On September 10, 1974, five members raided an arms store in Berlin-Spandau. Now the arsenal consisted of large-caliber revolvers and pistols, several rapid-fire and precision rifles, and shotguns and pump-action rifles. The group also possessed numerous sticks of dynamite, detonators, and fuses, as well as ammunition, tire spikes, license plates, burglary tools, wigs, and counterfeiting equipment.

The group’s structure was as follows: the underground militants acted in small cells whose members generally lived together in a safe house. Each cell had its own circle of supporters. Representatives of all cells met regularly. Sometimes, aboveground members were invited to these meetings too, in order to report from the social movements and people’s opinions on the guerrilla’s direction and strategy. Personal contact to aboveground supporters was never entirely cut off. To varying degrees, 2nd of June Movement members kept in touch with members of the prisoner support organization Rote Hilfe (Red Aid), with kids in youth centers, and with factory groups. There were also contacts, even some common actions, with the Revolutionary Cells, another militant organization that emerged in 1973.

After two years of bank robberies, firebombings, shootouts with the police, and many arrests, the 2nd of June Movement carried out its most spectacular and successful action in February–March 1975. With many comrades behind bars, held in isolation, the 2nd of June Movement decided to liberate at least some of them. They figured that the kidnapping of a high-profile public figure would bring success. They set their sights on the West Berlin CDU chairman and mayoral candidate Peter Lorenz.

After observing Lorenz’s movements for two months, the guerrilla chose Thursday, February 27, 1975, for the kidnapping. Lorenz routinely left his home at 8 a.m., accompanied only by his driver. Ironically, on the morning of the kidnapping, he left his home almost an hour late, which created a headache for the 2nd of June commando, as it was fairly exposed in the semirural area where Lorenz lived. Still, the plan held. Less than a mile from his home, Lorenz’s car was blocked by a truck pulling out of a side street. A passenger car then rear-ended Lorenz’s vehicle in what appeared to be an accident. When Lorenz’s driver got out of the car, he was knocked out with an iron bar. The 2nd of June members from the truck got into Lorenz’s car and drove off. Lorenz, a big and powerful man, struggled and kicked out the windshield. The commando eventually changed vehicles in an underground parking garage, with Lorenz being placed in the trunk. At a cemetery, there was another transfer of cars. This time Lorenz was placed in a large wooden box.

The commando’s final destination was an unused retail space in West Berlin that the group had rented. They had turned part of the basement into a reasonably comfortable “people’s prison.” When they arrived, they ran into a slight snag. To get the box with Lorenz into the store, they had to walk by a group of elderly women chatting on the sidewalk. Fortunately, Lorenz proved a cooperative prisoner and made no fuss. Once he was situated in his makeshift cell, the kidnappers wrote their first communiqué. The main demands were “the immediate release of all demonstrators arrested and charged in the aftermath of the death of the revolutionary Holger Meins” and “the immediate release of: Verena Becker, Gabriele Kröcher-Tiedemann, Horst Mahler, Rolf Pohle, Ina Siepmann, Rolf Heißler.”

The first demand related to the people arrested during clashes with the police in the aftermath of the November 9, 1974, hunger strike death of Holger Meins. The six named prisoners to be released were all connected to the 2nd of June Movement and the far left of West Berlin. Horst Mahler, a former RAF member who had now joined the small Maoist KPD/AO, declined to be released. He declared, “I am firmly convinced that the struggle of the revolutionary masses will open the prison doors for all political prisoners, and that the terrorist convictions against me will be swept away—which is why I reject being removed from this country in this way.”

Authorities negotiated with the 2nd of June Movement for a week. As radio and TV announcements were a main part of the negotiations, it was easy for the German public to tune in. On March 4, the named prisoners whose release had been demanded (minus Mahler) boarded a Boeing 707 in the company of priest and former West Berlin mayor Heinrich Albertz. Albertz had been suggested as a mediator by the 2nd of June commando in order to ensure the prisoners’ safety. He complied. With 120,000 Deutschmark in their pockets, the prisoners eventually landed in South Yemen. All of them would subsequently return to the underground, some as 2nd of June Movement members, others as members of the RAF. Ina Siepmann eventually joined a Palestinian women’s brigade in Lebanon.

The same day that the prisoners landed in South Yemen, Lorenz was released.
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