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			DEDICATION

			To all who love and can see the beauty of the heart. 

		

	
		
			FOREWORD

			As I strolled down the one hallway at New Hope Elementary School in Henderson, North Carolina back in 1967, I noticed this little girl sitting in class alone reading a book. Something about her made me want to approach her. It was that day that Beatrice and I would become friends, confidants, and sisters. Little did we know then that we both shared the vision of becoming educators and having the same love of reading, history, and motivating children to read and explore the world through books.
			
I am a retired educator with 32 years of experience in the area of teaching Middle School History, Assistant Principal, Principal and Chief of Staff for a Consolidated Middle School. Upon retiring, I realized that my work in education was not complete, I decided to return to my passion of educating others by teaching Adult Basic Education.
			
Beautiful Beyond Skin Deep – Poems from the Heart is a book of poetry that encompasses a heart’s passion to reveal and share stories that molded and crafted the life of the author.
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