


Summary of Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe




  
    
      Contents
    

    
    
      	
        Overview
        
      

    
      	
        Reckless Pursuits
        
      

    
      	
        Shipwrecked
        
      

    
      	
        Spiritual Awakening
        
      

    
      	
        Island Life
        
      

    
      	
        Intruders
        
      

    
      	
        Another Shipwreck
        
      

    
      	
        The Arrival of Friday
        
      

    
      	
        Mutiny
        
      

    
      	
        Homecoming
        
      

    
      	
        About the Author
        
      

    
    


  




  
  
  Overview

  
  




Robinson Crusoe (1719) is a classic novel about survival and resilience. Crusoe, a young Englishman, leaves home to pursue seafaring adventures. After several misfortunes, Crusoe ends up stranded on an uninhabited island following a shipwreck. He manages to establish a life for himself, constructing a habitation, making tools, and hunting for food. He spends 28 years as a castaway, encountering both cannibals and mutineers before his return to civilization. Crusoe is not a typical hero; he’s accident-prone and more stubborn than brave. His story is narrated in first-person, making it more believable. Author Daniel Defoe, one of the founders of the English novel, was also a merchant and traveler. Much like Crusoe, he was a man who could improvise and survive. Robinson Crusoe, his first novel, was successful because it was perceived as factual rather than fictional, while exploring materialism, isolation, power dynamics, faith, atonement, and other universal topics. Robinson Crusoe continues to resonate in Western culture. The tale has been reimagined and adapted for TV and movies.








  
  
  Reckless Pursuits

  
  




Robinson Crusoe, a young man living in Hull, England, was warned by his father not to go to sea. His father cited the death of his brother, who went to war, as a cautionary tale. Crusoe initially agreed, but his desire for adventure overpowered him. He convinced his mother to speak with his father about letting him go on one voyage abroad. His mother refused and warned him of the dangers. Ignoring this advice, he boarded a friend’s ship bound for London without telling his parents. The ship encountered a storm, which terrified him and made him regret leaving home. He made a promise to God to return home if he survived, although he forgot this vow when the storm subsided and continued on his journey with renewed enthusiasm for adventure. The ship foundered and sank near Yarmouth Roads, but everyone managed to reach shore safely. 




Crusoe traveled to London by land, where he struggled with the decision of returning home or going to sea.











