
    
      
    

    
      Summary of Stephen Fry's Troy
    

    
      Overview
    

    
      
        Stephen Fry's "Troy" is a retelling of the Greek myths surrounding the Trojan War, a conflict that has captivated audiences for millennia. The book intertwines the fates of gods and mortals, with the city of Troy at the epicenter. The narrative traces the origins of Troy back to Dardanus, son of Zeus, and follows the lineage of kings, including Laomedon and Priam, whose actions set the stage for the city's downfall. The tale also explores the cursed royal house of Pelops and the deceitful dealings of King Laomedon with the gods, which bring about a series of events leading to the war.
        

        

        The story unfolds with the arrival of Heracles in Troy, the treachery of Laomedon, and the eventual sacking of the city by Heracles. Priam rebuilds Troy, setting the stage for the legendary conflict. The narrative also delves into the lives of other key figures, such as Telamon, Peleus, and their descendants, including Ajax and Achilles. The book recounts the fateful judgment of Paris, the abduction of Helen, and the assembly of the Greek forces, as well as the intricate web of prophecies and curses that bind the characters together.
        

        

        As the war progresses, the narrative follows the heroics and tragedies of both sides, from the duel between Paris and Menelaus to the wrath of Achilles and the death of Hector. The Greeks' cunning plan involving the Trojan Horse leads to the city's destruction, with the narrative capturing the brutality of the sack of Troy and the fates of its inhabitants. Fry's retelling brings to life the complex relationships between characters, the interventions of the gods, and the enduring legacy of the Trojan War saga.
      
    

    

    
      
    

    
      Destiny and Discord
    

    
      
        The story of "Troy" unfolds as a rich tapestry, intertwining the complex Greek myths into a narrative that is both accessible and engaging, even for those with no background in the subject.
        

        

        At the heart of the tale is the magnificent kingdom of Troy, a beacon of civilization watched over by gods such as Ares and Aphrodite. Its fall would leave a void that could never be filled. The legacy of Troy's rise and fall has been handed down through the ages. The city traces its origins to Dardanus, the son of Zeus and Electra, who established Dardania in Ionia. His lineage, including notable descendants like Erichthonius and Tros, ruled the land, amassing wealth and fame, especially for their divine horses. Tros's son Ganymede was taken to Olympus by Zeus, and in exchange, Tros was gifted two divine horses. Another of Tros's sons, Ilus, founded the city of Troy, led by a cow to the site and given a sign by Athena. The Palladium, a sacred wooden statue, became a symbol of Troy's divine protection. This lineage from Dardanus to Ilus formed the royal house of Troy.
        

        

        Stephen Fry's narrative also weaves in the story of the cursed royal house of Pelops in Lydia, whose actions cast a shadow of doom over the most prominent royal house in Greece. King Laomedon of Troy, unlike his devout ancestors, deceived the gods Apollo and Poseidon during the construction of Troy's walls, which led to a divine punishment in the form of a plague and a sea monster. To calm the gods' wrath, Laomedon was compelled to sacrifice his daughter Hesione, underscoring the theme that every action has its consequences.
        

        

        During the time of Hesione's sacrifice to Poseidon's sea dragon, Heracles arrives in Troy. The city is beset with troubles, including the plague and the sea monster. Heracles offers to slay the dragon and rescue Hesione in return for Laomedon's divine horses. Heracles dives into the Hellespont, battles the dragon from within, and emerges victorious, saving Hesione. However, Laomedon goes back on his word, leading to a confrontation where Heracles is persuaded to leave without his reward due to his obligation to complete his Tenth Labour.
        

        

        Heracles later returns to Troy after finishing his Twelve Labours, having been tricked by King Eurystheus into performing two additional tasks. He raises an army, sails back to Troy, and confronts Laomedon. Laomedon's forces ambush Heracles, resulting in many deaths, including that of Oicles. Heracles and his men eventually breach the walls of Troy, and Telamon kills Laomedon and his sons, all except the youngest, Podarces. Hesione saves her brother Podarces by offering Heracles a golden veil. Heracles accepts the veil, spares Podarces, and leaves Troy in ruins, taking Hesione with him.
        

        

        Podarces, now renamed Priam, is determined to rebuild Troy to even greater splendor. Stephen Fry's narrative follows the legendary hero Heracles and the treacherous dealings of kings, culminating in the destruction and the hopeful rebirth of Troy.
        

        
 Telamon and Peleus, sons of Aeacus and grandsons of Zeus, were raised on the island of Aegina. Aeacus's affair with Psamathe resulted in the birth of Phocus, which incited jealousy in his first wife Endeis and her sons. Endeis's machinations led to Telamon and Peleus murdering Phocus, and as a consequence, they were banished. Telamon settled in Salamis, married the daughter of King Cychreus, Glauce, and fathered Ajax. He later won Hesione and fathered Teucer. Peleus, after his banishment, traveled to Phthia, married the daughter of King Eurytion, Antigone, and fathered Polydora.
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