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Whistleblower Edward Snowden made a life-altering decision to disclose the US government’s unlawful surveillance activities by collecting and sharing internal documents with journalists. Snowden delves into the events leading up to that choice, the moral principles guiding it, and his personal journey in Permanent Record (2019). Snowden worked for both the CIA and NSA as a contractor and direct employee. He witnessed the transition from targeted surveillance to mass surveillance after the 9/11 attacks and contributed to the design of a vast covert network. Knowing that the system facilitated global mass surveillance, he used his tech skills to expose it. The US charged him with espionage, and he is now a citizen of Russia.








  
  
  A Young Techie

  
  




Edward Snowden’s first childhood hacking experience was resetting the clocks to avoid his bedtime. He was born in 1983, the year the Internet was created. As a global network, it operates based on protocols, which are languages for machines to understand each other. Hypertext Transfer Protocol, or HTTP, is used to access the World Wide Web. FTP is used for file transfers, NTP fetches time updates, TCP routes web pages and email, and UDP handles real-time applications like Internet telephony. Through these, the Internet has become an essential part of our lives. Edward’s generation is the last one that experienced a non-digitized childhood, with memories stored in analog formats. His father, an engineer and early adopter of home computer systems, introduced Edward to the Commodore 64. Watching his father control the TV through the computer fascinated him, leading to his growing interest in computers.




Elizabeth City, Edward’s hometown, is a midsize port town in North Carolina with a well-preserved historic core, situated on the Pasquotank River. His family had a connection to the sea, particularly on his mother’s side. His maternal grandfather held the rank of rear admiral in the Coast Guard, while his father was a chief petty officer at the Coast Guard’s Aviation Technical Training Center. His mother always engaged him in math challenges during shopping trips, using a sales tax increase as an opportunity to explain how it benefited the library. As a child, Edward frequently visited his grandmother’s house to read books.




While he loved books, he loved technology even more. He received a Nintendo console as a Christmas gift in 1989, and his mother imposed a rule that he could only rent a new game for it after finishing a book.











