


Summary of Salman Rushdie’s Victory City
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  Overview

  
  






Pampa Kampana becomes a vessel for a Hindu goddess and a fighter for women’s rights in Victory City (2023), the fifteenth novel by acclaimed writer Salman Rushdie. When her mother joins a mass suicide, nine-year-old Pampa vows to take a different path. Rushdie takes us along on Pampa’s quest to raise a great city where men and women are equal. Spanning nearly 250 years, her story is filled with love and triumph, but also with loss and sorrow as everyone she cares about grows old and dies.








  
  
  Origins

  
  






When she was 247 years old, Pampa Kampana finished her narrative poem about Bisnaga, hid it for the ages, and died. It was found 450 years later in a clay pot. The poem is as glorious as Pampa’s city of Bisnaga once was, with its women warriors, brilliant artists, and immense riches. The present author put the 24,000 verses of Sanskrit into plainer language so that all may learn from it.




It all began in the fourteenth century in south India. When the old king Kampila Raya of the Kampili principality was defeated by the army of the north, most of the women of his kingdom were widowed. After the battle, they lit a great bonfire and committed mass suicide. Pampa was nine years old when she watched her mother burn. Pampa’s father had died a long time ago, so her mother was not newly widowed. Pampa had thought that she would live a long life with her mother by her side. Instead, her mother abandoned her and walked into the fire with the other women. 




It was then that Pampa decided she would reject death and live to an unimaginable old age instead. It was also then that she received a blessing from the goddess for whom she was named. Pampa became a vessel for the goddess. The goddess told her that a great city would rise there and last for over two centuries, and Pampa herself would fight for women’s rights and be successful. She would live long enough to witness it all and tell its story.




Pampa walked without knowing where she was going, eventually arriving at a monk’s dwelling in Mandana. The monk, Vidyasagar, took her in, and they lived together in a cave. Pampa was beautiful, and the monk often laid his hands on her. Pampa was silent for nine years. He was a scholar, and he often pondered ways to promote peace.




After nine years, the two Sangama brothers came to visit and brought a sack of seeds as a gift. The brothers, Hukka and Bukka, said they were looking for guidance to live a nonviolent life. Pampa replied to the brothers in a strong, low voice that had not been used for nine years. She told them a story about planting seeds that would grow a city and its inhabitants, making them kings. She handed them back their sack of seeds and told them it was their destiny to build this city.




After the Sangama brothers planted the seeds, they climbed to the top of a hill and watched the city grow.











