


Summary of Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World
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  Overview

  
  






What would happen if people were genetically engineered to be happy? In Brave New World (1932), writer and philosopher Aldous Huxley builds a nightmarish vision of a future where people are created in bottles and designed to fit into a five-tiered caste system to ensure the stability of society. Huxley’s classic dystopian novel chronicles the confrontation between Londoners, who are brainwashed by psychological manipulation and numbed by a drug that keeps them blissfully happy, and John the Savage, a normal human being.








  
  
  The Making of New Society Members

  
  






In the Central London Hatchery and Conditioning Center, the Director was showing a group of new students around. He explained to them how new members of society were created and how they were designed to be happy with no intellectual curiosity, which would ensure the stability of society.




The modern fertilizing process involved preserving excised ovaries alive and actively developing until the eggs ripened. The operation to obtain these ovaries was undergone voluntarily for the good of society, and it carried a bonus amounting to six months’ salary. The eggs were then transferred to a porous container that scientists immersed in a solution full of spermatozoa before putting the fertilized ova in incubators. The three lower castes in society, Gamma, Delta, and Epsilon, then underwent the Bokanovsky Process, while the two upper castes, Alpha and Beta, didn’t. This was because the process weakened the embryos.




The Bokanovsky Process was a series of arrests of development that allowed for one egg to become many embryos. It was a major instrument of social stability that produced up to 96 identical twins from the same egg. A small factory could be staffed with the products of a single egg by designing 96 identical twins to operate 96 identical machines. It was mass production applied to biology.




After that, all the fertilized eggs were moved to special bottles to grow into embryos before being sent to the Social Predestination Room, where they were essentially assigned a future job through a process called “conditioning.











