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In Loving Memory of My Mother

Who would always recite The Hollow Men by T.S. Eliot








  
  Nightmare



I huddle and hear...

The pitter patter pitter
Of the creepy crawly critter
That it makes amid its skitter
On the chilly, checkered floor. 

I wonder...

Am I lucid in my dreaming?
Is this horror what it's seeming?
I can scarce withhold my screaming
My hand quelling the outpour.

I let...

Slip a whisper of a whimper 
And the creepy crawly critter
Stops its pitter patter pitter  
In the heavy, silent dark.

I exhale and...

Try to modulate my breathing
My chest straining in its heaving
My mind reeling, disbelieving
The fear within me stark.

Silently I stand...

My eyes strain within their sockets
My legs prep to launch like rockets
As I conjure up a droplet
Of my magic firelight

The light dances...

As it flickers and it flitters
I see creepy crawly critters
A small army rife with chitters--
A discordant battle cry

I scream and...

Torch the monsters with my fire
Their flesh lighting like a pyre 
Their fierce screeching like a choir
A hostile, incandescent tune

I wake...

Jolting up amidst my bedding
My brow dripping with its sweating
My heart pounding with its fretting
My mind echoing with fear

I gulp air and...

Try to gather some composure 
My mind searching for some closure
My thoughts ever poring over 
The stark realness of the scene

I exhale and...

Lay my head upon my pillow
When I spot a moving shadow
On the wall above my window
My eyes widening with fear.






  
  Two Hearts We Are



Two hearts we are
But with one beat,
Two minds we are
Discordantly sweet.

Two hopes we are—
One enchanting collage,
Two dreams we are
Making real our mirage.

Two lives we live
As one fabulous whole,
Two bodies we are
Joined down to the soul.

Two souls we are
Intertwined at the seams,
Two lovers we are
Dancing on life's moonbeams.






  
  The Kid That Used To Be



Here we go, again.
The guns are at the ready 
and the battlements are set.
The castle that has taken so long to build 
is as stalwart as ever.
And the kid wanders the ramparts.
The kid that used to be.
That little, pudgy, long-haired boy 
who still believes in happy endings. 
Who is certain that love can accomplish anything.
Who has been the general 
for your heart's greatest victories and defeats. 
The kid who leads from the front 
of your soul’s ﬁnest army.
That poor kid 
who has been struck down 
so many times…
since the very beginning.
Take care of the boy 
as he is and has always been 
the best and brightest voice that you have.
The white knight’s patriarch.
The naysayer’s target.
The intellectual’s grounding force.
In the center of your internal republic.
The castle’s only resident.
For God’s sake, be careful 
as he runs through the surrounding ﬁelds 
looking for dreams.
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