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Chapter One 
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Okay, 
			

			
				
Brick, lower the 
			

			
				
temperature! 
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Great! 
			

			
				
Good job, 
			

			
				
Brick! We’ll finish 
			

			
				
the rest of it 
			

			
				
tomorrow. 
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Is Ginseng still 
			

			
				
not interested in 
			

			
				
blacksmithing? 
			

			
				
Maybe the 
			

			
				
fire is a bit 
			

			
				
scary… 
			

			
				
But don’t 
			

			
				
worry, Ginseng, 
			

			
				
Brick is a coal 
			

			
				
sprite! He protects 
			

			
				
everyone in the 
			

			
				
forge. 
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You 
			

			
				
need some tea! 
			

			
				
You’ve been 
			

			
				
practicing for 
			

			
				
such long hours 
			

			
				
lately. 
			

			
				
Thanks 
			

			
				
for the 
			

			
				
reminder! 
			

			
				
| know 
			

			
				
|’ve been preoccupied. 
			

			
				
|’m just getting more and 
			

			
				
more nervous about 
			

			
				
impressing this master 
			

			
				
smith. 
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You’ll be 
			

			
				
fine. After all, 
			

			
				
he’s the one who 
			

			
				
wrote to you and 
			

			
				
your mama, 
			

			
				
right? 
			

			
				
To ask if 
			

			
				
you wanted to be 
			

			
				
tested to be his 
			

			
				
apprentice? 
			

			
				
|’m 
			

			
				
sure he 
			

			
				
will. 
			

			
				
Yeah, 
			

			
				
but he’s 
			

			
				
sorta, like, a 
			

			
				
legend! 
			

			
				
So 
			

			
				
he’ll want to 
			

			
				
see something 
			

			
				
amazing to even 
			

			
				
consider actually 
			

			
				
teaching 
			

			
				
me. 
			

			
				
By the way, 
			

			
				
|’ve almost finished that 
			

			
				
bell you wanted to wake 
			

			
				
Chamomile up with for 
			

			
				
mealtimes. 
			

			
				
It’s been 
			

			
				
really fun! 
			

			
				
|’ve never 
			

			
				
made one 
			

			
				
before. 
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Thank you, 
			

			
				
Greta! 
			

			
				
Just in 
			

			
				
time, too. He 
			

			
				
gets even more 
			

			
				
lazy in the 
			

			
				
winter. 
			

			
				
| get 
			

			
				
that. 
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Thank 
			

			
				
you for tidying 
			

			
				
up the store, 
			

			
				
Minette. 
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By the way, 
			

			
				
there was a parcel 
			

			
				
delivered to you-- 
			

			
				
Erik collected it from 
			

			
				
the post office 
			

			
				
just now. 
			

			
				
It’s from the 
			

			
				
monastery! 
			

			
				
From my 
			

			
				
family? 
			

			
				
In a 
			

			
				
sense. It’s 
			

			
				
on the 
			

			
				
table. 
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It’s very 
			

			
				
detailed. Were 
			

			
				
you working on 
			

			
				
this as part of 
			

			
				
your discipline 
			

			
				
training? 
			

			
				
No, 
			

			
				
this was 
			

			
				
for fun. 
			

			
				
This is 
			

			
				
the Ancestor, who 
			

			
				
loves and protects my 
			

			
				
people. All our daily 
			

			
				
rituals and prayers 
			

			
				
were dedicated to 
			

			
				
them. 
			

			
				
It’s been a 
			

			
				
long time since they 
			

			
				
have appeared in this 
			

			
				
form, but | felt 
			

			
				
them a few times 
			

			
				
when | was in the 
			

			
				
monastery. 
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