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Rinn 
			

			
				
is an aspiring cook, and they know 
			

			
				
the best places in the forest to get 
			

			
				
wild herbs and vegetables. 
			

			
				
Hesekiel 
			

			
				
is a Sylke bounty hunter 
			

			
				
who has a talent for magic 
			

			
				
and exceptional manners. 
			

			
				
Aedhan 
			

			
				
is a young dragon of the 
			

			
				
Shining Wing clan, and wants to 
			

			
				
prove himself worthy of it. 
			

			
				
Erik 
			

			
				
is an experienced and hardy 
			

			
				
adventurer, always excited to use his 
			

			
				
sword, but guided by a good heart. 
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A Note for Readers 
			

			
				
In this book, characters use both 
			

			
				
American Sign Language and voice to 
			

			
				
communicate. 
			

			
				
Sign language with voice is shown like this: 
			

			
				
Sign language is shown like this: 
			

			
				
Check out the back of the book for more 
			

			
				
resources about sign language! 
			

			
				
Are you going 
			

			
				
out gathering? 
			

			
				
|’ll make 
			

			
				
a list! 
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Chapter One 
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“At the nearest station, 
				

				
					
trains come once a week. 
				

				
					
“A trail leads into the 
				

				
					
forest and goes up and 
				

				
					
up, for over a day. 
				

				
					
3 
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“We don’t get many visitors.” 
				

				
					
Are we 
				

				
					
going to be 
				

				
					
all right …? 
				

				
					
Yep! Been a 
				

				
					
while since | took 
				

				
					
this path, but | 
				

				
					
remember. 
				

				
					
Mountains 
				

				
					
are difficult to 
				

				
					
forget. 
				

				
					
4 
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“Since we're so far away 
				

				
					
from shops and markets, we've 
				

				
					
learned to find all kinds of food 
				

				
					
in the forest around us … 
				

				
					
“…but learning to cook 
				

				
					
it is another story…" 
				

				
					
5 
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This one, 
				

				
					
Gramman? 
				

				
					
Hmm, 
				

				
					
that one is not 
				

				
					
bad, but perhaps 
				

				
					
there is one 
				

				
					
that is more 
				

				
					
ready. 
				

				
					
| thought 
				

				
					
you could tell by 
				

				
					
the gills being 
				

				
					
open! 
				

				
					
Yes, but 
				

				
					
there is a feeling, 
				

				
					
too. A soft dryness, 
				

				
					
like old wrinkled 
				

				
					
skin. 
				

				
					
Perhaps 
				

				
					
it’s easier once 
				

				
					
you have it 
				

				
					
yourself. 
				

				
					
6 
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| wanted 
				

				
					
to be a cooking 
				

				
					
apprentice by the 
				

				
					
time Mama and Papa 
				

				
					
get back from 
				

				
					
their merchant 
				

				
					
journey … 
				

				
					
It 
				

				
					
takes time, 
				

				
					
Rinn. That’s all 
				

				
					
there is to 
				

				
					
it. 
				

				
					
Time, 
				

				
					
and hands to 
				

				
					
guide you until 
				

				
					
you are ready 
				

				
					
to let go of 
				

				
					
them. 
				

				
					
7 
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| never have 
				

				
					
trouble cooking 
				

				
					
for you and the 
				

				
					
Dragons at least, 
				

				
					
Aya. 
				

				
					
Waiting 
				

				
					
to get good at 
				

				
					
something is 
				

				
					
hard … 
				

				
					
This 
				

				
					
isn’t helping. 
				

				
					
|’m going to 
				

				
					
go and be 
				

				
					
useful! 
				

				
					
8 
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9 
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Are you going 
				

				
					
out gathering? 
				

				
					
Yes! Want 
				

				
					
anything? 
				

				
					
| know it’s a pain, but could you 
				

				
					
please bring me some of the 
				

				
					
goatshorn mushrooms? 
				

				
					
You’re the only one 
				

				
					
who can find the 
				

				
					
good ones. 
				

				
					
10 
				

			

		

	
		
			[image: background image]
			
				
					
Of 
				

				
					
course! 
				

				
					
Rinn, if you're 
				

				
					
going out 
				

				
					
gathering … 
				

				
					
|’ll make 
				

				
					
a list! 
				

				
					
11 
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