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Once upon a time, in a tiny cottage, on the rocky hillside of a beautiful island, in the Azores region of Portugal, there lived a poor widow, and her only teenage son, whose name was Francisco. 
The mother and son were devoted to each other, and poor though they were, they lived quite comfortably, because Francisco went fishing, every day in his little boat, and always caught enough fish, so that he and his mother could eat well, and still have some fish to sell at the market.
With his thick, curly, golden hair, and his beautiful face and pale blue eyes, Francisco was the most handsome boy on the island, and by the time he was sixteen, many of the maidens his age were secretly in love with him. But Francisco was modest, and never noticed, but only ever thought of his own life, his boat, and his mother. 
One night, the moonlight was shining so brightly through his window, that Francisco could not sleep.
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