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	Before we proceed…

	Feel free to follow us on social media to be notified of future summaries and learn success lessons from successful people

	 

	 

	
	1- Instagram: BookingSuccess



	https://www.instagram.com/booksuccess/

	 

	 

	Do you enjoy discussing your thoughts on books you read or what others are reading?  Join our facebook group for discussion, book recommendation, and occasional freebies. 

	https://www.facebook.com/groups/740824996041852/
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INTRODUCTION

	 

	Seventy thousand years ago, there were at least six different human species on earth. They were insignificant animals whose ecological impact was less than that of fireflies or jellyfish. Today, there is only one human species left: Us. Homo sapiens. But we rule this planet.

	Sapiens, the book, takes us on a breath-taking ride through our entire human history, from its evolutionary roots to the age of capitalism and genetic engineering, to uncover why we are the way we are. Sapiens focuses on key processes that shaped humankind and the world around it, such as the advent or agriculture, the creation of money, the spread of religion and the rise of the nation state. Unlike other books of its kind, Sapiens takes a multi-disciplinary approach that bridges the gaps between history, biology, philosophy and economics in a way never done before. Furthermore, taking both the macro and micro view, Sapiens conveys not only what happened and why, but also how it felt for individuals.

	Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind is a book by Professor Yuval Noah Harari first published in Hebrew in Israel in 2011, and in English in 2014. Harari cites Jared Diamond’s Guns, Germs, and Steel (1997) as one of the greatest inspirations for the book by showing that it was possible to “ask very big questions and answer them scientifically.”

	 

	SUMMARY

	PART ONE: THE COGNITIVE REVOLUTION

	The first part of the book, Harari introduced the term “Homo sapiens,” which is a Latin word for humans because humans are animas from the genus, or a family known as Homo. The author explains that humans are evolved from a great ape family. In the book it states that, 6 million years ago, a single female ape gave birth to two children, one became a chimpanzee and the other one a human. As they spread in wide variety places such as; East Africa, North Africa, Europe and Asia. Their characteristics and abilities have also evolved too. What modern and prehistoric humans share:

	(1) Large brains

	(2) Ability to walk upright

	(3) Use of tools

	(4) Superior learning abilities

	(5) Complex social structures.

	Approximately 150,000 years ago, Homo sapiens began to alter its physical appearance too. They had smaller teeth and larger jaws than their human relatives. Humans also have huge brains for their body size. It is exactly what we looked like today. There are two theories as to why the other humans became extinct. The “Interbreeding Theory” states Homo sapiens bred with other human species. And the more popular major “Replacement Theory,” states Homo sapiens couldn’t successfully bred with other humans. Or it was probably a combination of both theories.

	After Homo sapiens dominated all other human species, a revolution called “Cognitive Revolution” occurred that made them equally as intelligent, creative, and sensitive as we are today. The Tree of Knowledge mutation, changed the wiring of Sapiens brains, enabling humans to think and communicate in never before possible. Being sociable is a basic nature of Homo sapiens. The major development in the Cognitive Revolution was the ability to transmit an abundant of information about the world surrounding humans, social relationships between humans (gossip), and imagined realities (myths, legends, etc.) It has allowed vast groups of human strangers to work together toward common goals.

	Hunter-gatherer was the identity of Homo sapiens for tens of thousands of years before humans began farming and herding.
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