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			Foreward

			The year 2017 marked a significant turn in the Royal Asiatic Society China’s tradition and history. After five years in residence at the Sino-British College on Fuxing Middle Road, the RAS Library was re-located in June 2017 to the third floor of the House of Roosevelt on 27 Zhong Shan Dong Yi Lu, reviving the Society’s presence on the Bund. This move was hardly simple as it took the Library Search Committee over a year-long pursuit, followed by lengthy discussions, of where the Library was to be housed when our time at the Sino-British College came to an end. Through a kind mediation by the British Consul-General in Shanghai, John Edwards, Tim Tse of Shanghai’s House of Roosevelt agreed to provide a spacious site to house our Society’s collection of over 4,000 books that has been growing incrementally since RAS was re-instituted in 2007. On 23 September 2017, just one day shy of the 160-year anniversary of the founding of the RAS China in 1857, the RAS Library was re-dedicated with many of the 2007 RAS founding members present, including Peter Hibbard (President 2007-2011) who continues as advisor and consultant with his wealth of knowledge about the Society’s history.

			In personal ways, 2017 was also a historical moment. While the Society had the honour of inaugurating Katy Gow as the first female President from 2011-2014, I stepped up from Co-Vice President as the first Asian female Vice President to counter any claims that RAS remains a colonial organization. With the appointments of greater numbers of women and wider ranges of age and ethnic demographics of Council Members and Conveners, we strive to foster and promote a Society that embraces a culture of diversity. As we have been operating without a President the past year and a half, I could not have carried on the duties of re-establishing the Library at the House of Roosevelt and keeping the Society operational without the efforts of our dedicated Council Members who I acknowledge as ‘Team RAS.’ They are all listed by name and position in the pages above. In 1857, when the Society was established, it was international in membership and outlook and we remain as such to this day in this immensely cosmopolitan metropolis of Shanghai, which we are all honoured to call home as temporary guests. In an era of post-modernism and post-internet, as History is continually being reclaimed and revised, we are doing our part to take the Society into the future while upholding our tripartite mission of providing a library, publishing the Journal and programming lectures to promote the understanding, knowledge and scholarship of China and Asia to a diverse array of the members of Shanghai’s foreign community. May this foundational endeavour, begun in 1857, endure for another one hundred and sixty years, and longer.

			Julie Chun

			RAS Vice President 2017-2018

		

	
		
			INTRODUCTION

			RAS Journal Editor 2017-2018

			by Julie Chun

			Since the re-establishment of the RAS Library on 23 September 2017 at 27 Zhongshan Dong Yi Lu, on the third floor of the House of Roosevelt (originally the headquarters of Jardine Matheson under the name EWO Building), we have had the honour and pleasure of being called upon by visiting scholars from various parts of the world including Cologne, Germany; Sydney, Australia; Rochester, USA and Sabah, Malaysia. The most surprising visitor and researcher to arrive at the RAS Library during my shift was an older gentleman by the name of David Bridgman from Orlando, Florida, USA. He was introduced by our life-time member Betty Barr as one of her schoolmates from the Shanghai American School in Shanghai. After an hour that stretched into two and then three, I learned that David was the fourth generation descendent of Henry Augustus Bridgman. Henry was the elder brother of Elijah Coleman Bridgman. To those well versed in the Society’s history, Elijah was the first American missionary to China and the Society’s first president. David had been returning to China on several occasions to conduct research on Eliza Jane Gillett Bridgman, who was not only the wife of Elijah Bridgman but also an instrumental pioneer who started the first school for girls in Shanghai and later in Beijing. I had a working knowledge of the Bridgman’s history in China but as David filled in the gaps by revealing the wealth of his research, I knew this unique narrative needed to be written and archived. It took several attempts to convince David to compile his research into a working draft, but as the manuscript progressed, he became emboldened and genuinely excited with how the article was taking a life of its own. As we were about to lay out the final draft, I received an email from David’s daughter of his passing on 9 August 2018. It was with such a heavy heart that I literally dropped my phone while reading the message. I cannot bring David back, but David has brought Eliza back to us with his carefully researched article of a singular woman who was a visionary, an educator and a proponent of women’s rights at a time and in a society when she was viewed as an outlier. David’s article is timely in honouring an unsung hero who deserves recognition.

			The 2018 Journal pays tribute to people of today and yester years - to individuals and collective body of people. This aspect of focusing on the achievements of people who made contributions to China and Asia has been one of the critical contents of the Journal of the North China Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, which have featured profiles of RAS members as well as its speakers, including many who were explorers conducting geographical surveys in China, Japan, Formosa (Taiwan) and Southeast Asia. What began as a literary and scientific study group in 1857 as the formation of Shanghai Literary and Scientific Society composed of learned men with Elijah Cole Bridgman as the President, broadened in scope and prestige with the receipt of the Royal Charter from King George the IV in 1858, to mark the inauguration of the Royal Asiatic Society China. Eventually occupying a two-storey building on 20 Huqiu Lu, the Society and the building continued to evolve and expand to accommodate the foreign and the Chinese community in Shanghai to offer an extensive holding of its library, the establishment of a natural history museum and a lecture hall where speakers from various parts of the globe arrived to deliver lectures on their discoveries and research.

			To uncover the obscure protagonists and occasional antagonists who have been slumbering quietly under the veil of time, present-day scholars, researchers and authors have lifted the layers to reclaim the men and women who have defined and defied history in China. The body of original and unpublished articles that follow cast probing inquiry upon former members of Shanghai’s community who did not have the distinction of becoming household names, yet are deserving of distinction in their own right. In Part 1, ‘Reclaiming the Past,’ we delve into the history to revive people and events. Peter Hibbard opens with an introduction relaying the twilight years of the Society’s formation. This provides the context for David Bridgman’s extensive research on his aunt four generations removed, Eliza Jane Gillett Bridgman. As the wife of Elijah Bridgman, Eliza held her own position as she championed the rights of girls and women by instituting China’s first all-girls school. Andrew Field, likewise, reacquaints us with Stewart Cromie Young, a twenty-two year old Irish recruit who joined the Shanghai Municipal Police as a second-class constable and worked his way up to become the Deputy Commissioner in 1934. Christian Mueller contributes a carefully researched article on Albert Thomas, who between 1919 and 1930, endeavoured to integrate China into the League of Nations’ labour regime known as the International Labour Organisation. Mueller’s account of Thomas underscores the challenges in the complex discourse of China’s striving for modernisation. Lukáš Gajdoš recounts a detailed historical meeting in November 1918 between Slovak-born Milan Rastislav Štefánik and Li Chia Ao (Li Jia’ao) that resulted in the establishment of the Czechoslovak legionnaires, the Czechoslovak Consulate, and the wider Czechoslovak community in Harbin. Paul French outlines another foreign community that was formed in Beijing’s Keui Chia Chang hutong in 1922.  Evan Taylor’s investigative research examines a rare topic that has received very little attention in Asian Studies - the Chinese Industrial Cooperatives and the China Defence League, two related organisations founded in the spring of 1938 that provided material and medical support to China in its resistance against Japanese occupation. Taylor fills the lacunae in the historical canons by documenting the origins and the background of the key people who founded the organisations. His research strives to re-examine history to locate a renewed viewpoint and voice. John Van Fleet’s article also intersects with Japan as he narrates the creation and nurturing of sensationalist anti-foreign myths that circulated in China and Japan’s mid-nineteenth century mass media. Lastly, J. Benjamin Askew reaches back into Han Dynasty to reconsider the career of Huo Guang against extant historical records. Through a renewed examination, Askew critically questions the assumptions ingrained in traditional writings that rely on Confucianist historical methodology. 

			Part 2 reveals articles under ‘Considering the Present’ in which the authors negotiate the past through the contemporary lens of the present. Jimmy Nuo Zang offers a detailed examination of dragon marble reliefs located in Beijing. The careful categorization and scrutiny, which is accompanied by primary photos taken by Zang on site, will serve to assist future art historians in dating and placement of these monuments. Parul Rewal’s fascinating urban study research explores how the past conditions and historical legislation governing Hong Kong’s hawkers (informal street vendors) have evolved in today’s current society. Through a carefully excavated research with supporting source materials, Rewal highlights an important segment of the marginalised members of the urban community who contribute in enlivening the economic and social relations on the streets. Similarly, Edith Yazmin Montes Incin investigates the value of past and present foreign relations between Mexico and China. Incin advocates diversification as key strategy fostering and improving diplomatic ties across borders in present global conditions rife with instability driven by tensions of incomprehension and misunderstandings. Bilateral talks and collaborative negotiations should be one of the primary tasks for humanity in our present epoch of difficult and contentious times as we transition into the next century. Our tomorrow relies on the future generation. In order to celebrate and honour our young scholars, a new seminal section has been established with the assistance of Kate Massey, the Spouse of the British Consul-General in Shanghai, who worked closely and tirelessly with me to launch the Young Scholar Essay, which aims to encourage young students to carry the torch as the next generation of thinkers and researchers. Lastly, in keeping with our tradition of reviewing books, Beijing RAS member Niamh Cunningham discusses her take on Half the Sky: Conversations with Women Artists in China, an art historical survey of female Chinese artists penned by Luise Guest who was invited as the RAS China Art Focus guest speaker on 19 April 2018. Guest kindly donated a copy of her book, which is now available in the collection of the RAS Library. Our Fiction Bookclub Convener Dagmar Borchard reviews When True Love Came to China by Lynn Pan, who is another long-time member of the RAS China and a contributor to Shanghai’s circle of literary and chamber music societies.

			My deep gratitude is thus owed to all our writers who worked professionally to meet the requirements of the deadline. Without the benefit of a time-travel machine, they have proved to be time travellers as they excavated and examined artefacts, waded through archives and revisited the scenes of action. I would also like to thank all the RAS China Council Members for their support and am grateful to Council Members Carolyn Robertson, Tracey Willard and John Van Fleet, who assisted in copy-editing the first draft of the articles and for being a sounding board for me to bounce off ideas. Also, a word of thanks is due to Graham Earnshaw, our publisher, who in his years of publishing the RAS China Journal since 2010 has been invaluable with his insight and wit. Finally, an immense gratitude is due to each and every one of Royal Asiatic Society China members without whom our annual publications would not be possible. 
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			Reclaiming the past

		

	
		
			THE FORMATIVE YEARS OF THE NORTH CHINA BRANCH OF THE ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY IN SHANGHAI

			by Peter Hibbard

			Abstract

			Whilst homes had been created for the commercial, spiritual and recreational needs of Shanghai’s small foreign, predominantly British, population by the early 1850s, scant provision for the engagement of the mind through intellectual or cultural pursuits existed. In 1852 some elders of the community proposed an all-encompassing commercial and cultural centre, far greater than their numbers could afford. However, those numbers and the city’s intellectual life was greatly influenced and enhanced, by swarms of naval visitors over the years of the Taiping Rebellion (1850-64). They, alongside a huge influx of Chinese into the English Settlement escaping the conflict set the scene for the formation of a foreign literary and scientific society in 1857. In 1858 the organisation became the North China Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. Many of its original ambitions and ideals were fulfilled in 1872 upon completion of its own building, housing a library and later a museum. This article examines the environment within which the RAS was born as an international institution. 

			Nourishment of the body and the mind

			In the seven years following the city’s opening to foreign trade in 1843, Shanghai’s predominantly British community had made great strides in bringing order to their new society. Priority had been given to religion through the erection of an Anglican church, to benevolence in the form of a hospital and to leisure and entertainment in the form of a racecourse and recreation ground. Home comforts were plentiful. The front page of the city’s own newspaper, the North-China Herald (NCH), first published in 1850, regularly carried advertisements for everything from Yorkshire hams, Cheddar cheese and gooseberry jam to a wide range of fine champagne, sherry and other intoxications, including Allsopps Pale Ale. English coal burned in the hearths of imposing colonial homes built in ‘compradoric’ style, featuring wide verandas with columns.
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			Figure 1: Map of Old Shanghai

			However, as Henri Cordier, the incumbent librarian of the North China Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society (NCBRAS) remarked in 1873 when reflecting on the cultural development of Shanghai in the 1850s, stated:

			After the foundations of a city have been laid-after the butcher, the grocer and the inevitable chemist have opened their shops-the newcomers very soon find that the mind requires feeding and healing no less than the body, and they establish clubs to exchange their views, institute societies to bring forth their ideas, and create libraries to obtain the science which, with the knowledge derived from experience and observation, forms the basis of these views and ideas.1 

			The first such move towards the cultural enrichment of the small foreign community came with the institution of the Shanghai Library, funded by public subscription in March 1849.2 In the same year a Dramatic Corps was formed, providing light musical entertainments, farces and burlesques.3

			The foreign population of the English Settlement rose from just 50 in 1844 to 175 in 1849.4 At that time, the Settlement extended westwards from the Bund to today’s Tibet Road Central and was bounded by today’s Yan’an Road East to the south and Suzhou Creek to the north. A rare insight into the demographic composition of this population was given in the first issue of the North-China Herald on 3 August 1850, in which 157 male individuals or heads of households, 31 resident with family, were listed. Of those 157, around 120 were occupied with some form of merchant activity, and 16 missionaries and five medical practitioners were enumerated. In March 1851, the paper recorded 256 residents as British citizens, but more importantly gave a breakdown by age, revealing a youthful population. Among the 218 males, 91 were between the ages of 25 and 30, while only 30 were 36 years or older. Of the small female population of 38, 34 women were 35 years old or younger, including 12 children.Nonetheless, the true nature of foreign life in Shanghai was not reflected in such statistics, as seafaring visitors vastly outnumbered its small resident population. An analysis published by the North-China Herald in December 1851 estimated ‘conservatively’ by their account that 17,000 sailors on merchant vessels alone had visited the port since 1844 on 607 British ships, 187 American and around 40 ships of other nations. The author reported that ‘during their short period of liberty they are so apt to partake to excess of the most pernicious description of intoxicating drinks and noted that, of the 79 foreign burials at the Shanghai cemetery, 54 were sailors.The resident community was also transient. Whilst the British emulated the manners and appearances of home, Shanghai was not home. As one merchant proclaimed:

			In two or three years at farthest I hope to realize a fortune and get away. And what can it matter to me if all Shanghai disappear afterwards in fire or flood? You must not expect men in my position to condemn themselves to prolonged exile in an unhealthy climate for the benefit of posterity. We are money-making, practical men. Our business is to make money, as much and as fast as we can.7

			Despite advances in sanitation, Shanghai remained an unhealthy place to live and it certainly was so for young children, the majority of whom formed part of missionary families. There were frequent epidemics of cholera, smallpox and typhoid. Another serious challenge facing the foreign community was the maintenance of law and order in the face of the unruly behaviour of some of its seafaring visitors. Many men had been at sea for months. The journey from London was around 110 days and a large industry catering to their liberty had emerged in the Hongkou district where grog shops, selling homemade gin, taverns and brothels abounded. In the absence of an organised police force, Consular constables and native watchmen tried to prevent assaults on person and property, and jail spaces were scarce. However, there were much greater battles to come, as Shanghai was threatened at various times during the ebbs and flows of the Taiping Rebellion, a civil war of unparalleled destructive and cruel magnitude that spanned the years from 1850 to 1864. 

			On the intellectual front, a chess club was established in July 1851. The move drew wry criticism from Henry Shearman, the editor of the North-China Herald who scarcely thought it well suited. He derided the sedentary nature of chess as undeserving in a community that needed more physical exercise than that which was found in Shanghai’s billiard room, its fives court (a racquet sport) and bowling alley.8 One anonymous resident in favour of the club retorted that ‘if bodily lethargy is a bad thing, mental stagnation is a worse.’9 

			However, considering talk of combining the library with the chess club in a new building, Shearman suggested a scheme, wider in scope, to include a public meeting and lecture room.10 An ambitious plan to create a public building of use to all of Shanghai’s clubs and societies, as well as a commercial exchange and newsroom for its mercantile members, with Shearman as a leading advocate, was announced in September 1852.11 The building was also to house the billiard club and the Masonic Lodge. A prospectus and a building plan was drawn up where commerce would sit alongside departments of ‘an intellectual or social character.12

			Compounded by a lack of public interest in financing such a scheme, the project came to a halt in July 1853 when a request to grant land for the building was refused by the British government. The committee remarked, though it was desirable connecting ‘the commercial and what may without impropriety be termed the social portions of their scheme there is no necessary dependence of the one upon the other.’ They suggested that an enlarged library building, with public meeting rooms might form a focus ‘for further additions tending to promote public recreation and social intercourse.’13 Clearly commercial concerns took pride of place.14 Such a judgment foretold of the schism between public and private, between commerce and culture that would prevail throughout Shanghai’s Treaty Port era. Interpreting this paradigm in the years that followed, the RAS developed as a popular public institution, whilst the Shanghai Club opened in 1864 to fulfil the commercial and recreational needs of an exclusive membership that barred Chinese and women.

			Shanghai felt the first major impact of war in late 1853, following the capture of the native walled city by the Small Swords Society, a triad organisation. The nature of foreign life in the Settlement changed dramatically and irrevocably as a swelling torrent of Chinese escaping the conflict found refuge in its confines. At that point, the need for improved sanitation and public hygiene became more urgent, as did the need for public order. Consequently, the Shanghai Municipal Council, incorporating a police force, was formed in 1854. On 4 April of that year, British and American marines, supported by a local militia known as the Shanghai Volunteer Corps, formed in 1853, had successfully fought off imperialist troops battling the Taiping rebels in the first real threat to foreign life and property in the Settlement. Regulations allowing the Chinese to reside and to rent or buy land in the Settlement were introduced, fuelling a boom in property speculation. Tens of thousands of refugees were recorded in the early months of 1854 and hundreds of thousands followed. While swathes of China were ravaged by war in the succeeding years, the English Settlement was not directly troubled again in the 1850s, laying the foundations for Shanghai’s rise as a great international city that afforded tangible safety and security to all its residents.15 A new cultural milieu and order was melded as two civilisations collided in close physical proximity. The foreign, largely British community, who were making huge fortunes on the back of contraband trade in opium and on housing migrants appositely faced the might of China and an ignorance they had of the nation. Visitors from across the globe also enriched the cultural and social life of resident foreigners. Professional theatrical touring companies began visiting the city in 1856, when an American company performed a minstrel show.16 Later that year, a leading French musician performed what was described as the ‘first professional concert and introduced the Saxophone to Shanghai.’17 However it was yet again those seafaring visitors, and particularly the proliferation in the number of British and American men-of-war that were often stationed in Shanghai for considerable periods of time, which would have a major influence on the city. Many had their own theatrical and musical companies, as well as on-board stage facilities. 

			In October 1857, around 75 merchant ships and four British warships, including the HMS Pique and the American steamer San Jacinto, were in harbour.18 The Union Theatre Company of the San Jacinto regularly performed entertainments aboard ship, and its band performed on many occasions around town.19 

			The frigate HMS Pique with her crew of 350 had been in harbour since September 1856, and remained there for over 18 months, ‘protecting British and other foreign interests in this immediate neighbourhood’ until its departure in March 1858.20 The USS San Jacinto, with 218 crew, had been in Shanghai since at least July 1857, and left in early November 1858. With such long sojourns, captains, officers and crews melded into the routines of Shanghai life, becoming important members of the foreign community.

			Whilst some navy ships were acting as Shanghai’s unofficial social centres, a scheme for a Central Public Building, housing the library and reading room, the chamber of commerce, the billiard room and the Masonic Lodge, as well as a large public room, was announced in February 1858.21 The proposal to erect an imposing three storey building on the Bund failed to evoke a public response. It appears that prestige in finding the right address on Shanghai’s prime real estate took pride of place over substance in catering to the needs of the small foreign community.22

			Mind over matter - the society is born

			Whilst that plan, like the one from 1852, focused on building extravagant premises as a prerequisite, the nascent Shanghai Literary and Scientific Society focused on matters within the precincts of the heart and the mind. This first incarnation of the North China Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society (NCBRAS) was established as an institution – not a landmark. There was no mention of a building in its early years – just a belief that whenever there was a need for financial assistance it would be ‘cheerfully afforded’ by the Shanghai community.23 The Society generally held its meetings in rooms of the Shanghai Library. Its first meeting, attended by 18 men, was held there on 24 September 1857. A full report of the proceedings, from which the following account was taken, appeared in the pages of the North- China Herald.24 

			Sir Frederick Nicolson, captain of HMS Pique, was elected to take the chair, and the Reverend Edward W. Syle proposed the case for the foundation of the new society. Syle, a British-born graduate of the Virginia Theological Seminary, reached out to all corners of foreign society in a quest to venture beyond the self-interests they held in commerce or religion. He stated ‘what so natural then, as that the gradual development of public life of Shanghai should demand some provision for cultivating the intellectual tastes and acquirements which must be supposed to exist in a community numbering some two hundred or more, who have found their way here from cultivated homes of Europe and America?’

			Syle noted that certain intellectual members of the community could prepare papers to be read before the new society – its medical community comprised a body of scientific men, and its missionaries who were able ‘to bring to our knowledge matters of interest in a field of research little explored as yet.’ He continued, ‘there was also a succession of distinguished strangers connected with our Ships of War, among whom we can always count upon finding some lovers of science and literature.’ Syle also singled out the large number of young men in Shanghai, ‘who bring from home intellectual tastes and habits which ought not to be dissipated here but rather cherished and cultivated. The moral welfare of Shanghai’s youthful population was of particular concern to Syle.25 

			Syle also had grand plans for Shanghai, remarking that: ‘We, who identify ourselves with Shanghai’s interests and reputation, shall not be content till the apparatus of social cultivation and intellectual improvement be made complete by the establishment of a musical Society and a public gallery of the fine arts.’26 For the present, however, the founding of a literary and scientific society was the matter most immediately demanded. Referring back to the proceedings of the meeting, in support, Thomas Moncrieff, a businessman and one of the original proposers of the Shanghai Library in 1849, viewed any attention to literary or scientific pursuits as a refreshing of the mind from the ordinary occupations and considerations of daily life. 

			The name Shanghai Literary and Scientific Society, was adopted, though the idea of some form of affiliation with the Asiatic Society of London had been proposed at the outset. Mr W. G. Howell said he could hardly doubt that the Asiatic Society would gladly recognise the formation of such an institution as that now projected. Reverend Joseph Edkins noted that the West was now moving to the East, that it was consequently becoming more necessary than ever to study the East’s literature and civilisation. Concluding the meeting the Reverend Elijah Coleman Bridgman was elected as the first president of the Society. Bridgman became in 1830 the first American missionary to reach China. He established himself as an accomplished Sinologist and founder and editor of the Chinese Repository, a scholarly monthly magazine dedicated to examining Chinese culture and society, first published in 1832. 

			Bridgman’s inaugural address at the Society’s first formal meeting, on 16 October 1857, was recorded in the Society’s first journal. Therein he predicted that Shanghai would soon become:

			One of the greatest centres of interest and of influence, perhaps the greatest, in the Eastern hemisphere, As surely as it becomes such by the presence and the agency of the educated men of Christendom, all active in their various professions and callings, so surely will literature and science, under the hallowed influences of revealed truth, here find a nursery and a home, and shed forth healthful influences on all sides of us, and to the remotest limits of this vast empire.27 

			Bridgman continued by outlining three pillars on which the society would stand. Primarily he spoke about people, firmly believing that the society would be able to inspire ‘a large measure of enthusiasm’ and attract those who love literary and scientific studies and regard their intellectual pursuit, ‘not as to irksome toil, but as to sources of real pleasure and rich entertainment.’ Secondly, Bridgman envisaged that an ‘extensive apparatus’ would be needed to support the society’s endeavours.
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			Figure 2: Elijah Bridgman

			At that meeting, Captain Nicolson of HMS Pique read the first paper to the Society, on ‘Cyclones, or the Law of Storms.’ That paper was printed in June 1858 in the Society’s first journal, the only one published in the original name of the Society, which included articles on such diverse topics as meteorology, numismatics, Buddhism, Japan and Sino-foreign relations.

			The Society received an enthusiastic welcome, as 24 new members were admitted that evening, bringing the total up to 42. 

			Founding member Edkins recalled:

			The room was filled with captains and first officers of ships, with commercial men and missionaries. That so many seamen were in town, at a time the Taipings were still in Nanking and Admiral Seymour was preparing to bombard Canton, shows that trade at Shanghai never ceased. Two years later Peking was taken by the British and French forces. All through the intervening time the political atmosphere was seething with disturbances. It was during that period of almost universal commotion in China that this society was founded. With the peaceful design of conducting useful research into the history, the industry, the philosophy, the literature, the language and the manners of the Chinese people. We were determined to understand both their religion and their want of religion. We wished to know what makes the Chinese hate us and how far they love us.28

			Given the immediate success of the organisation, Edkins penned a letter, dated 2 December 1857, to Professor Horace Hayman Wilson, President and Director of RAS in London, informing him:

			Of the recent formation of a Society here for investigating the literature, arts, antiquities and social life of China and the neighbouring nations, and conducting researches in the same field. Taking such a province of inquiry it desires to be affiliated to the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain, which is engaged in similar labours but over a wider surface. [He concluded that] if the Royal Asiatic Society should see fit to adopt us as one of its branches, we beg to suggest a suitable name for our Society as the North China Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society.29

			The London-based Royal Asiatic Society annual report of 1858 recorded:

			In February last, the Council had before it a letter from the Rev. J. Edkins of Shanghai, announcing the formation of a new Literary and Scientific Association at the place, and expressing, on the part of its members, a desire to be affiliated to this Society under the appellation of The North China Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society.

			Edkins’ request was accepted on the 35th anniversary meeting of the RAS, on 15 May 1858, presided over by Professor Wilson. In recommending that the Literary and Scientific Society should be incorporated as a branch, Wilson noted that they were indebted to Edkins for some interesting communications on the subject of ancient Buddhist books from India, brought to China many ages before and translated into Chinese. ‘The proposition was agreed by the meeting, nem. con.’30

			As the Vice-President of the NCRAS in 1902, Edkins gave an address detailing the Society’s history on its 45th anniversary. He revealed that there had been much debate over which name the society should adopt. Many of the mercantile community, who worked with facts and figures, wished to retain the original name whilst those students of Chinese, including Alexander Wylie who was elected a member in November 1857 favoured affiliation with the Royal Asiatic Society. As Edkins remarked, the benefits of the affiliation ‘secured … a sisterly relationship with the Indian, the Straits and the Japanese branches of the Asiatic Society of London.’31

			London’s decision was formally announced at the annual general meeting of the Shanghai Literary and Scientific Society on 21 September 1858. Reverend Bridgman gave notice ‘that at the next general meeting he should propose the change in the name of the Society.32 That he did on 26 October and it was unanimously adopted ‘the Society is therefore for the future, the North China Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society.’33

			At the next meeting, on 23 December, ‘after considerable discussion it was unanimously resolved, that the Council of this Society, having the power to invite ladies to the general meetings, they be requested to exercise the same on all suitable occasions.’34 Unfortunately, no record of the discussion exists, but presumably the fact that most women in Shanghai were married to missionaries who were members of the Society, and indeed were missionaries themselves, had a bearing on the decision. The committee was soon informed of the fragility of life in Shanghai as Syle’s wife unexpectedly passed away five days later.35 Syle had already lost two children to disease and his son Arthur, who was apparently very healthy, suddenly passed away on 30 September 1857.36 

			Most prominent RAS members, including Syle and Bridgman, were also involved with a host of other community and philanthropic activities. Bridgman was chair of the Shanghai Library Committee.37 Syle was behind various endeavours helping to train and educate blind people in the Chinese community. In response to an article in the North-China Herald in December 1858 damning the absence of any respectable accommodation for the recreation and refreshment of seafarers, Bridgman, Syle and NCBRAS librarian the Reverend John Hobson, among others, met to discuss establishing a ‘sailors home.’38 

			Like Captain Nicolson, Shadwell also contributed to the NCBRAS Journal with a “Memorandum on the Present State of some of the Magnetic Elements in China,” appearing in Issue No. 2, dated May 1859. In fact, due to a shortage of funds the journal wasn’t issued until two months later following a successful public appeal that resulted in a large increase in the number of subscribers. By the time the third volume was published in December 1859, Bridgman had stepped down as president with Thomas Taylor Meadows HBM British Consul, being elected as his successor in September of that year. (Meadows was the first of a long line of British Consuls who would preside, informally positioning the Society in the colonial realm.) 

			Whilst the journal had proved a success, no headway had been made on the establishment of a museum. With regards to the library, Henri Cordier remarked that it had a very modest beginning with books donated by Syle and copies of the Chinese Repository presented by Bridgman in January 1858, when Benjamin Hobson, a distinguished medical missionary, was appointed librarian.39 Dr MacGowan donated Chinese volumes later that year.40 Some valuable books had been secured through links with learned societies in Europe, such as the Imperial Geological Institute of Austria, and copies of the Journal entitled Transactions of RAS in London had been secured by 1860.41 No mention was made of the whereabouts of the collection, and it might have held little interest to the Shanghai public, who had recourse to a wide selection of popular books in the Shanghai Library.

			As nothing had been heard of the Society since a regular meeting in January 1860, its efficacy was publicly questioned by an unnamed correspondent in August 1860, who lambasted the society for its ‘ponderous style [and] excessive antiquarian tendencies’ and suggested the papers read at meetings might ‘be brought to bear a little more on things that interest us, and have actually to do with the engagements of the Shanghai community.’42 

			An acknowledgment by President Meadows that the continuance and growth of the Society would rely on it having more popular appeal was made at the annual general meeting in September 1860. Thoughts on achieving this aim included encouraging more discussions on practical matters and securing volunteers to deliver lectures on subjects of general interest such as banking, the book trade, postal service, horticulture and music. The most progressive proposal was the formation of a translation department so that new works under the auspices of the Society on the arts and sciences could be offered to the much larger Chinese public eager to keep up with modern developments.

			At the time of that meeting The Society’s fourth journal, Vol. 2, No. 1, was nearly ready for distribution.43 Whilst the meeting featured a regular academic topic - the grammatical structure of the Japanese language, a novel and interesting paper on the dissection of a Japanese criminal appeared in the Journal. Over the rest of the year there were lectures by Edkins on Suzhou and Bridgman on the language of the Miao minority.

			Reflecting the Society’s desire to have a more popular appeal the 1861 season began with an engaging talk on Chinese agriculture by William Howard , not a Sinologist or missionary, but the Chairman of the Municipal Council.44 What may have sounded like a conventional subject for the Society – that of a journey from Shanghai to Nanking, followed next. However, the talk and the journey were far from ordinary. The paper, about the journey of two missionaries, had been translated by the Reverend W. Cunningham. It was far from a travelogue, rather a vivid and melancholy description of the savage effects of the Taiping Rebellion on humanity, as documented by the missionaries’ companion – a Chinese Christian.45 For the first time a Chinese voice was heard within the Society and it seemed that had an immediate impact as in October, a Chinese publication committee, composed of three members was established. They were to oversee ‘the publication of historical, scientific and other treatises, in the Chinese language and the endeavour was to become one of the leading objects of the Society.’46 A programme of lectures solely on Chinese subjects was also designed that would ‘enlighten us upon the ethnology of the Chinese.’47 The Society pushed ahead with the printing of the fifth number of its journal in August, which was due to be ready by the end of the year.48

			Despite British Consul Thomas Meadows having been transferred to Newchwang in Liaoning province in April 1861, a renewed vigour was found within the proceedings of the Society’s annual general meeting in October, with the Reverend John Hobson, vice-president, in the Chair.49 A report prepared by the Council reasserted the Society’s original objectives in collecting original papers, the publication of the journal and the expansion of the library. It stated that urgency was to be given to ‘devising ways and means for bringing into our library every valuable work accident on China, with a complete collection of Chinese authors. ... Our library should be made as complete as possible.’50 

			With the hope of gaining more subscribers from the increasing foreign population, greater frequency in the publication of the journal was also called for.51 The report also called for by a move to popularise lectures, focusing on all aspects of life in China, as well as its geology, botany and natural history. For the very first time the question of the Society having its own premises was mentioned in the report as it was thought impractical to obtain the ‘proper accommodations’, for larger audiences. With the election of newly appointed British Consul Walter Henry Medhurst as President and with Bridgman remaining on the Council as a director, the report concluded that the ‘conditions of success’ of such an enterprise should be ‘looked forward to at no distant period.’52 

			Within a week that excitement and expectation was transmuted into a stunned silence as Bridgman passed away on 2 November 1861. The Society disappeared from the pages of the North-China Herald and the accounts of its members until March 1864. The Society’s historical accounts from 1864 on attribute its two-plus-year dormancy to Bridgman’s death in particular, but also to its inability to appeal to a wider public. However, given that arrangements had already been made for a new lecture series and that the Society’s journal had already been printed, but never distributed, it seems highly unlikely that Bridgman’s death alone would have stopped the Society in its tracks. In fact, a renewed threat to safety in early 1862 disrupted the routines of the Society, as well as the daily lives of foreigners in the Settlement.

			The British had maintained a policy of neutrality during the Taiping Rebellion, and military forces had interceded only on those occasions when foreign life in Shanghai was under threat in April 1854 and August 1860. British policy changed toward intervention in 1862, when British military forces engaged the Taiping rebels. Consul Medhurst now had pressing affairs of state to deal with. In January 1862, rebel forces overran the countryside around Shanghai and a British military force of around 700 men was stationed in the city, supplemented by around 500 French and others, totalling 1,500.53 The foreign Settlement was again bloated with Chinese refugees, and Medhurst urged the need for action by British forces in clearing the neighbouring areas in order to maintain supplies for all those within its confines.54

			The campaign went on until the summer, when the city witnessed its first massive cholera attack, which killed countless thousands. With the recapture of Suzhou at the end of 1863, and the Taiping destruction by mid-1864, hundreds of thousands of Chinese left Shanghai, but its foreign population began to swell again. The first Municipal Council census, in 1865, recorded around 2,300 resident foreigners and 1,000 seafarers, some of whom surely jumped ship to find fortune in the city, in the recently created International Settlement, and around 400 foreigners in the French Concession – as well as over 1,800 British army and navy personnel.55

			Mindful proceedings56

			The conditions were now propitious for the Society’s revival. On 1 March 1864 by Dr James Henderson, of the Shantung Road Hospital, presided over a meeting at the Shanghai Library, where it was decided that a gathering ‘of the former members of the Society and those desiring membership” should be held on 9 March.57 At the 9 March meeting, the attendees reaffirmed that the original mission of the Society in that it was to be involved with the investigation of subjects connected with China and the surrounding nations, the publication of papers in a journal and the formation of a library and museum.58 Perhaps having learned lessons from the past, the attendees outlined no temporal constraints.

			The distinguished Sir Harry Parkes, having replaced Medhurst as British Consul in Shanghai and subsequently appointed British Minister to China, was elected as the Society’s President. The Society’s monthly lecture series resumed in May, and an augmented edition of the journal that had been printed in 1861 was bound and released as the Journal of the NCBRAS, New Series, Volume 1, 1864. In its preface there was an admission that the death of Dr Bridgman was a severe shock and that the Society’s vitality had been damaged, but no detail of the consequences or indeed the mechanics of its reinvention were disclosed. However, it appears that it was the tireless efforts of Parkes himself that laid the foundations for the Society’s success that followed. A letter of thanks on his departure for Japan, dated 22 June 1865, appeared in that journal on pages 184-185.
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			Figure 3: Harry Parkes

			The total number of members of the Society reached 211 in 1865. Although the breakdown by nationality is not available, a review of surnames in the membership list suggests that over ten per cent were of European or Macanese heritage. By securing premises for the Society in the Shanghai Taotai’s house on Ningbo Road, Parkes had located a building for the Society to grow and fulfil its ambitions, outside those related to the Journal and its lectures. Just before Parkes departure, the Society engaged a clerk and curator, who would reside on the premises. Parkes hoped ‘that the members of the Society would assist in the contemplated work of forming a good museum and library.’59 However, it was recognised from the outset that the Society would need its own permanent premises at some juncture.

			A brick from the Porcelain Tower at Nanking (Nanjing) and some Shanghai snakes were the first recorded donations to the RAS museum in 1865. Whilst several members had promised interesting specimens, the RAS Council was hesitant in seeking large collections. In contrast, the library had a sizeable collection of 1,045 volumes in 1865, largely donated, with the most prized coming from the Foreign Office, the Admiralty and the Smithsonian Institution. In the following year a large collection of books was donated by Thomas Hanbury, one of the founding members of the Society. In fact, these volumes were part of the old library that the Council reported had been ‘lost sight of during the lapse in operation following Dr Bridgman’s death.’60 

			The Society was obliged to move in 1867, and rooms were taken up in the new Masonic Hall on the Bund (on part of the site where The Peninsula hotel is today).61 In the expectation that a suitable room could be leased there, the Society proposed an ambitious scheme to establish a public library, of which its collection of books would form the nucleus. In 1868, the efforts to establish a library became imperative as a rare opportunity arose to purchase the magnificent library of one its esteemed members - the missionary scholar Alexander Wylie, who was leaving Shanghai. A public appeal was made for that purpose and the library comprised of important work on the language, geography and history of China. Highlighting the wider scope of the Society’s efforts, the offices of Librarian and Curator of the Museum was added to the RAS Council. The Society had an assurance from the British government before the appeal was launched, that a strip of land for the purpose of building a library, museum and lecture room, on Gnaomen Road had been granted at a nominal rent (no record of how much). Former British Consul Sir Rutherford Alcock had been instrumental in securing the land for the Society.62 But at that moment, acquiring Wylie’s library took precedence. Following a successful appeal, largely due to the efforts of F. B. Forbes, one of the partners of Russell and Co., Wylie’s library comprising 718 English-language volumes and 1,023 Chinese-language, was purchased by the RAS Council in April 1869, by which time Syle had been elected as the librarian and J. G. Bisset as the curator. Syle remained in office for only a short period before being replaced by Mr Karl Himly, interpreter to the German Consulate. On his return to Europe, the NCBRAS Council resolved that he could ‘act on its behalf in whatever manner might seem to him calculated to promote the objects of the Society.’63

			Upon the purchase, the bare and cold room in the Masonic Hall, which a writer in the North-China Herald called a ‘chamber of horror’ was transformed into a comfortable room with ‘the best furniture and a well selected collection of rare and valuable books fills the shelves which cover the walls.’64 However, the sense of achievement was short-lived as the Society was dealt a major setback around a year later when the premises became unavailable. The Society reverted to renting a large room in the Commercial Bank buildings on Nanking Road (present day Nanjing Road). Its first meeting was held in May 1870 and yet again ‘an effort was made to render the meetings of the Society more popular than they had hitherto been.’65 On visiting the building after being elected librarian in April 1871, Henri Cordier found the library ‘in a most dilapidated state’ and straightaway set about cataloguing its contents.66 
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			Figure 4: Alexander Wyle

			Clearly, there was a need for the Society to push ahead with plans for their own building, particularly as the British government’s offer of land was under the condition ‘that it never be diverted from the purpose for which it is granted; and should the Society be dissolved, or circumstances occur which might prevent the erection of any building within three years, that it then revert to Her Majesty’s Government.’67 

			In early 1871, President Charles Wycliffe Goodwin, assistant Judge of the Supreme Court of China and Japan, alerted the Society to the three-year clause. An attempt was therefore made to raise the 2,700 taels needed for construction of a building, and an additional 300 taels for fittings. Thomas Kingsmill, scholar, architect, Council officer and later President, who gave his time and expertise without charge, designed the two-storey building. It was a utilitarian structure, which Kingsmill remarked, ‘economy had been consulted.’68 Indeed the cost was over double the 1,300 taels that the Society had paid for Wylie’s library.

			Again, the public was called upon to support the venture. The appeal was received with a 500 tael gift from Thomas Hanbury who had re-gifted the Society’s volumes back to the Society, and who acted as corresponding secretary when the Society reformed. Whilst it seems that some of the funds needed had been secured by May 1871, it was reported at a meeting of the failing Shanghai Debating Society that ‘a struggle is being made at the last moment to raise the necessary funds, and that there is every chance of a house being built within the stipulated time.’69 The Debating Society decided to donate the balance of their funds, 230 taels, to the building project on the condition that if the Society was reconstituted, they would have the privilege of meeting in the NCBRAS Library.70

			Another highly important development occurred in October when a preliminary agreement was reached with the Shanghai Library to fund a building for their new premises as a wing adjoining the NCBRAS building. There would be no immediate financial reward for the Society, but it was hoped that they would benefit from the services of their librarian who would live on the premises.

			The NCBRAS building, completed in a very short time in late 1871, came in under the 3,000 tael budget. The building opened on 11 January 1872, when a pioneering Scottish photographer John Thompson treated the Society to a showing of photographs of the ancient cities of Cambodia. Though there was no mention of Wylie attending, he had returned to Shanghai and served as Vice President of the Society.71 Only two other founding members of the Shanghai Literary and Scientific Society were still on the NCBRAS Council, Messrs MacGowan and Syle.
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			Figure 5: RAS Building

			The ground floor meeting room and the library on the upper floor both measured 35 by 28 feet. The library featured new bookcases, and cases for specimens were laid out in the middle of the room.72 Cordier completed the library catalogue in 1872, listing over 1,300 standard works in Western languages, but not including ‘the 1,023 Chinese volumes of Mr Wylie and the transactions of learned societies and periodical publications which form one of the most important parts of the library.’73

			On the opening day it was announced that the Shanghai Library plans would be going ahead soon. An agreement was made whereby the NCBRAS would pay the cost of the building with the Shanghai Library being granted a ten-year free lease and a lease at an undisclosed nominal cost for a further ten years. A meeting of the Shanghai Library committee in late April 1873 reported that the building in the same style as the NCBRAS building was nearing completion. The building’s eventual appearance left some members of the committee underwhelmed. Mr Alabaster regarded it as in ‘bad taste’ and in some way less than decent or respectable.74 It was a matter of prestige that plagued the proceedings - not being on the Bund was inconceivable to some members. The library had been housed at the palatial Shanghai Club on the Bund since 1865, but the Society simply could not afford to pay the rent there.

			The Library’s secretary, Mr L. J. Mullins had to remind its subscribers that they did not have enough money for aesthetic details and ‘after all the building was not the principal essential, but the books which were in it.’ With a sense of déjà vu he also announced that a chess club connected with the library had been established.75 The prospect of combining the library with the chess club in a new building including a public meeting and lecture room, called for in 1852, was in prospect again. The library was moved from the Shanghai Club to its new building (as stated above adjoining the NCBRAS building in December 1872 and opened in early 1873, by which time the chess club had disbanded, mainly on account of the unattractiveness of the new premises. Still discontent Mr Alabaster futilely called for a return to the Shanghai Club, ‘or suitable accommodation in some more convenient location.’76 Although the library was just a ten-minute walk from the Shanghai Club, its committee reported that many members found it ‘anything but convenient to go to the other end of the Settlement, to the building whither it had now been removed’ and decided to set up their own library instead.77 

			Inhibited by any opportunity to employ a skilled taxidermist, plans for a museum had been on hold until the Society secured the services of Mr Wong, former assistant to the famous missionary Father Armand David, on 25 March 1874. Mr W. B. Pryer was elected as honorary curator, and a team of 16 members was organised to oversee the development of various branches of the enterprise. Whilst the majority of those were related to natural history, a department of industry and products and one of archaeology and numismatics, administered by Wylie, was formed. The first exhibits featured a collection of ducks, ‘just about all the obtainable ducks in the Shanghai district.78 With the advent of the museum, the Society’s original objectives were fully realised. with the Rev. Syle witnessing this accomplishment just before his posting to Yokohama as Consular Chaplain in the following month.79

			Opening night invitation

			The North-China Herald recorded some details given by Thompson of the photographs of the Nakor Wat temple (present day Angkor Wat) he presented using a limelight projection lantern on 11 January 1872. Fortunately, hundreds of Thompson’s photographs of China and Asia are preserved at the Wellcome Library and many can be viewed online (https://wellcomelibrary.org/collections/digital-collections/john-thomson-photographs), though most of those of the temple I inspected did not bear accurate or expansive descriptions. However, I have, with some confidence, been able to match Thompson’s descriptions in the newspaper to five photographs in the collection that were shown to the Society that evening.
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			Figure 6: Entrance to the RAS Library and Museum

			John thompson’s photos of the bund shanghai Bund 1
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			Tower in the ruined city with a figure so large that the measurement from the crown to the chin was eight feet. Wellcome Library no. 19170i
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			The centre entrance of the Western front, showing the excellence of the pillars resembling Roman Doric. Wellcome Library no. 19200i
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			The interior of one of the long galleries exhibiting splendid perspective. Wellcome Library no. 19194i
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			Bas-relief representing cavalry ascending a steep…. Wellcome Library no. 19180i
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			A procession of elephants in a hunt - a curious and finely proportioned sculpture. Wellcome Library no. 19124i

			The Bund in 1869. At that time the NCBRAS rented premises in the Masonic Hall, completed in 1867 (the second building from the right on the waterfront). Appears in Illustrations of China and its People, London, 1874, Vol. III. Plate IV, 7. Courtesy the Wellcome Collection. https://wellcomelibrary.org/collections/digital-collections/john-thomson-photographs/ (accessed 16 April 2018) 

			[image: ]

			The Bund in 1869. At that time the NCBRAS rented premises in the Masonic Hall, completed in 1867 (the second building from the right on the waterfront). Appears in Illustrations of China and its People, London, 1874, Vol. III. Plate IV, 7. Wellcome Library no. 19322i

			Bund 2

			Buildings of the Comptoir d’Escompte de Paris, the Masonic Hall in the centre and the Pustau & Co. building, with the memorial to the ‘Ever-Victorious Army’ in the foreground. Around 1871. Possibly taken on his visit to Shanghai when he talked to the Society. Courtesy the Wellcome Collection. https://wellcomelibrary.org/collections/digital-collections/john-thomson-photographs/ (accessed 16 April 2018).
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			Buildings of the Comptoir d’Escompte de Paris, the Masonic Hall in the centre and the Pustau & Co. building, with the memorial to the ‘Ever-Victorious Army’ in the foreground. Around 1871. Possibly taken on his visit to Shanghai when he talked to the Society. Wellcome Library no. 19320i
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