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Derived from the renowned multi-volume International Encyclopaedia of Laws, this 
convenient volume provides comprehensive analysis of the legislation and rules that 
determine civil procedure and practice in Greece. Lawyers who handle 
transnational matters will appreciate the book’s clear explanation of distinct 
terminology and application of rules.

The structure follows the classical chapters of a handbook on civil procedure: 
beginning with the judicial organization of the courts, jurisdiction issues, a 
discussion of the various actions and claims, and then moving to a review of the 
proceedings as such. These general chapters are followed by a discussion of the 
incidents during proceedings, the legal aid and legal costs, and the regulation of 
evidence. There are chapters on seizure for security and enforcement of judgments, 
and a final section on alternative dispute resolution. Facts are presented in such a 
way that readers who are unfamiliar with specific terms and concepts in varying 
contexts will fully grasp their meaning and significance.

Succinct, scholarly, and practical, this book will prove a valuable time-saving tool 
for business and legal professionals alike. Lawyers representing parties with 
interests in Greece will welcome this very useful guide, and academics and 
researchers will appreciate its comparative value as a contribution to the study of 
civil procedure in the international context.
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List of Abbreviations

In the interest of greater clarity and for the convenience of foreign readers, the cita-
tion forms of the Greek Codes or other legislative materials (Legislative Decrees,
Presidential Decrees, etc.) of the different types of Greek courts and legal periodi-
cals include their entire title, rather than an abbreviation, as in most instances a uni-
form system of citation forms in English is still absent.

The names of the Greek statutes, courts and legal periodicals are exclusively cited
in an English translation, with the exception of the Greek Supreme Court for civil
and criminal matters, which is referred to by its original Greek name (Areios
Pagos).

Abbreviations listed below are of frequent recurrence:

B.C. Before Christ
CC Civil Code
cf. confer (compare with)
Const. Constitution
CPC Civil Procedure Code
Czech Yb Int’l Czech Yearbook of International Law
ed.(s) edited, editor(s)
e.g. exempli gratia (for example)
etc. et cetera (and so forth)
EU European Union
ff. following
gen. ed.(s) general editor(s)
GPR European Union Private Law Review
i.e. id est (that is)
IDME (ΙΔΜΕ) Institute for Procedural Studies
IPRax Praxis des Internationalen Privat- und Verfahrensrechts
MDR Monatsschrift für Deutsches Recht
Min. Dec. Ministerial Decision
n. Note
No.(s) number(s)
p., pp. Page, pages
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RHDI Revue hellénique de droit international
RIW/AWD Recht der Internationalen Wirtschaft
Vol.(s) volume(s)
YPIL Yearbook of Private International Law
ZfRV zeitschrift für Europarecht Intern. Privatrecht und

Rechtsvergleichung
ZZP Zeitschrift für Zivilprozess
ZZZ Schweizerische Zeitschrift für Zivilprozess- und

Zwangsvollstreckungsrecht
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Prefaces

In Greece, some of the most eminent legal scholars are known for their works on
procedure. Thus, a great part of the discussions of European legal doctrine in the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, introduced in Greece by the founder of
modern Greek Civil Procedural Law, V. Oikonomidis, and further developed by
leading scholars such as G. Rammos, Ch. Fragistas and G. Mitsopoulos have been
implemented in the present Civil Procedure Code (CPC) of 1967/1971. This Code,
a modernized and refined version of the Code of 1835, which was modelled on a
mixture of both German and French prototypes, is still continually supported by an
active and influential legal scholarship, which, as a rule, has a considerable impact
on the interpretation and practice followed in the courts. Traditionally, Greek pro-
cedural doctrine strongly relies on the comparative method, and the institutions of
domestic procedure are most often examined in light of the German, Austrian,
French, Belgian, Italian and Swiss Codes.

A monograph of this length on the Greek Civil Procedure appears for the first
time in English or in any language other than Greek. It could not be our intention,
however, to present a detailed study. Rather, we have chosen to describe the basic
elements of Greek Procedural Law, with emphasis on those institutions that are of
particular interest to a foreign lawyer. The reader will thus find more comprehen-
sive presentations in the area of International Procedural Law. Territorial compe-
tence, since this currently functions as a basis for the determination of the
international jurisdiction of Greek courts, and recognition and enforcement of for-
eign judgments are two examples. In the context of international litigation, enforce-
ment proceedings also had to be treated rather extensively, as foreign instruments
continue to be executed through the operation of domestic institutions.

Since the exclusive objective of this monograph is to present the national system
of Civil Procedure rather than to deal with comparative law aspects, the exposition
mainly encompasses the system of the Greek Code of 1967/1971. On some occa-
sions, however, it seemed necessary to also highlight the historical and comparative
perspectives. Moreover, the chapters on the Fundamental Guarantees and on the
Organization of the Courts had to primarily cover their constitutional backbones.

References to works written in Greek state the English translation of their origi-
nal title. Works written in languages other than Greek are always referred to with
their original titles. Special care has been taken to indicate the books, essays or
articles written by Greek scholars in foreign languages.

During the preparation of this monograph, the Greek CPC underwent rapid
changes. An effort was undertaken to take due account of these modifications even
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as regards chapters that had been already completed. The book is now based on the
CPC as most recently revised by Laws 2145/1993, 2172/1993, 2207/1994, 2298/
1995 and 2331/1995. These Laws have been respectively enacted on 28 May and
16 December 1993, on 25 April 1994, on 4 April 1995 and on 4 September 1995.

The author is sincerely grateful to Mr Geoffrey H. Mead, Lecturer in Law at the
Faculty of Law of the University of Southampton, UK, and Barrister at Law, for his
precious assistance in improving the English text. The author is also indebted to
Miss Lena Pipinika for her skill and efforts during the technical preparation of the
English manuscript.

Pelayia Yessiou-Faltsi
Professor of Law, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki

October 1995
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Preface to the 2003 Edition

The 2003 edition of this monograph presents all the successive modifications of the
Greek CPC through several recent Laws (2207/1994, 2298/1995, 2447/1996, 2462/
1997, 2479/1997, 2521/1997, 2721/1999, 2741/1999, 2819/2000, 2915/2000 and
3043/2002). In addition, it takes due account of the amendments of the Greek Const.
in 2001 and the pieces of legislation which have been issued to implement the newly
introduced constitutional provisions.

Among the Laws mentioned above, Law 2915/2001 in particular, in force since
1 January 2002, as revised by Law 3043/2002, has brought about a momentous
change to the structure of the CPC. To achieve acceleration and immediacy, this
Law has now established a unified model of normal proceedings in all Greek civil
courts based on the attempt to concentrate all relevant material in one single oral
hearing.

Pelayia Yessiou-Faltsi
Professor of Law

October 2003
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Preface to the 2011 Edition

The main purpose of this 2011 edition is to update the 2003 monograph. In the pro-
cess, the opportunity has been taken to improve its contents and add some impor-
tant references to recent legislation and court decisions, as well as to recent legal
scholarship.

Pelayia Yessiou-Faltsi
Professor of Law

January 2011
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Preface to the 2019 Edition

The 2019 edition of the monograph ‘Civil Procedure in Greece’ presents the major
changes of the Greek CPC 1968/1971, imposed in the midst of the country’s eco-
nomic crisis, as a measure to treat its side-effects by achieving simplification and,
thus, acceleration of civil trials.

Although the basic institutions and concepts of the Code have remained intact,
there has been a radical revision regarding the mode of conducting the first-instance
proceeding as well as the means of evidence to be produced. Ordinary first instance,
as well as, in principle, second instance proceedings, are now purely written, while
testimony may be allowed only in exceptional cases. In addition, the enforcement
proceeding for money claims has been almost totally revised. Most of the enforce-
ment acts must now be conducted through electronic means since February 2018,
including the auction. Beyond the simplification of the revised proceedings, the pos-
sibilities of debtors opposing execution have been considerably eliminated.

Pelayia Yessiou-Faltsi
Professor of Law

January 2019
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