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Derived from the renowned multi-volume International Encyclopaedia of Laws, this 
very useful analysis of constitutional law in China provides essential information on 
the country’s sources of constitutional law, its form of government, and its 
administrative structure. Lawyers who handle transnational matters will appreciate 
the clarifications of particular terminology and its application. Throughout the 
book, the treatment emphasizes the specific points at which constitutional law 
affects the interpretation of legal rules and procedure.

Thorough coverage by a local expert fully describes the political system, the 
historical background, the role of treaties, legislation, jurisprudence, and 
administrative regulations. The discussion of the form and structure of government 
outlines its legal status, the jurisdiction and workings of the central state organs, the 
subdivisions of the state, its decentralized authorities, and concepts of citizenship. 
Special issues include the legal position of aliens, foreign relations, taxing and 
spending powers, emergency laws, the power of the military, and the constitutional 
relationship between church and state. Details are presented in such a way that 
readers who are unfamiliar with specific terms and concepts in varying contexts will 
fully grasp their meaning and significance.

Its succinct yet scholarly nature, as well as the practical quality of the information it 
provides, make this book a valuable time-saving tool for both practising and 
academic jurists. Lawyers representing parties with interests in China will welcome 
this guide, and academics and researchers will appreciate its value in the study of 
comparative constitutional law. 
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The Authors

Xu Chongde was born in Qingpu, Shanghai in 1929. He
received his Bachelor’s Degree from the Fudan University
Department of Law in 1951 and, after obtaining his Graduation,
started his teaching career at the Renmin University of China
Law School in 1953. Xu Chongde was appointed as professor
and tutor for doctoral students in 1986 and has been teaching
Constitutional Law at the University since then. Beginning
in the late 1980s, he has been invited to lecture at the University
of Macao, the City University of Hong Kong, Seoul National
University, Chungang University, New York State University,
Yale University, and Ritsumeikan University. It is well known
in China that Xu Chongde gave lectures on Constitutional

Law for the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress in 1998 and for
the first learning meeting of the Central Political Bureau of the Communist Party of
China (CPC) in 2002. In March 2014, Xu Chongde died in Beijing.

In 1954, Xu Chongde, was a contributor to the drafting of the Constitution of
1954, engaging in collecting relevant information. In 1979, he participated in the
draft and revision of the Organic Law of Local People’s Congresses and Governments
at All Levels and the Election Law. From 1980 to 1982, as a member of the Secretariat
of the ‘Constitutional Revision Committee’, he was involved in the drafting of the
current Constitution. He was nominated by the Standing Committee of The National
People’s Congress (NPC) as a member of the drafting committee for the Basic Law
of Hong Kong Special Administrative Region in 1985 and for the Basic Law of Macao
Special Administrative Region in 1988. Also, he was nominated by the Standing
Committee of the NPC as a member of the preparatory committee of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region in 1995 and of the Macao Special Administrative
Region in 1998; thus witnessing the establishment of two special administrative regions.

Before his death, Xu Chongde had been a member of the academic committee of
the Law Society of China and Honorary President of the Constitution Research Association
of China and also held offices as vice president of the Political Research Association
of China, the editor of the Political System volume of the Chinese Encyclopaedia,
among other positions. Xu Chongde had been engaged in teaching and legal research
since 1953 and had made bold innovations to the structure of constitutional textbooks.
Some of his research results and opinions regarding the matters, for instance, that
the president of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) shall ‘engage in activities
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involving State affairs’ and the protection of human rights should be written into the
Constitution had been accepted by the Central Authority.

Xu Chongde has published 318 academic articles to date and has also published
scholarly works, as an author, contributor, or chief editor, in 75 different categories
of books, including the Constitutional History of the PRC, Discussing the Constitution
by Learning, Theory of Power Division, Head of State. One of the textbooks, Constitutional
Law of China by the Press of Renmin University in 1988, has been published several
times with over one million copies issued. The Constitutional History of the PRC
won the Special Prize for outstanding achievement at the Eighth Beijing Philosophy
and Social Sciences Congress in 2004 and again gained the Special Award of the
Fifth Wu Yuzhang Humanities and Social Science Congress in 2007. Xu Chongde
was designated, through online national voting hosted by China Central Television
(CCTV), as the leading Rule of Law Figure in 2004. In January 2009, he was granted
an Outstanding Contribution Certificate by the Beijing Education Committee and
Beijing Degree Committee.

Niu Wenzhan was born in Yongji City, Shanxi Province in
December 1975. He received his Master’s Degree and Doctoral
Degree as a Constitutional and Administrative Law Major
at the Renmin University of China Law School in 2004
and 2007, respectively. He gained a Bachelor of Arts Degree
from the School of Foreign Languages, Beijing Forestry
University in 1996. He has worked at the Standing Committee
of the National People’s Congress since July 2007. He has
published articles on Chinese constitutional issues, including

Some Suggestions on the Fourth Amendment to the Current Constitution (2004),
Development and Perfection of State Organs of China (2006), and How the Supervision
Law Perfects the System of Reporting the Regulations for Record in China (2007),
and two works, one being Administrative Law in the Political System (3rd edition)
(Kenneth F. Warren, translated from English into Chinese and published by the Press
of Renmin University in 2005), and the other being Interpretation System of the
Macao Basic Law, published in the Macao Special Administrative Region of China
in 2011.
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