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About the Author

A post-graduate from IIT Madras, Atul Kumar while working at the joint secretary level in Indian Railways estimated and highlighted the continuing annual loss of Rs. 50 billion through procurement in this public organization. This was later on confirmed by the Metro Man E. Sreedharan. Atul Kumar was awarded the national level award ‘S R Jindal Prize – 2011’ for ‘Crusade against Corruption’.

His interview and articles have been published in the Statesman. Manifesting his incisive insight, he has chronicled his experiences and pain through a book titled rogues rascals and Eunuchs (pain of an Indian whistle-blower). Atul Kumar has also been awarded for his Hindi poetry collection Khoonti par tanga Gandhi.

His exceptional insight has led him to write the most comprehensive books ever Inside the Boundary Line (reality fiction) and Bettors Beware (match-fixing in cricket decoded) (non-fiction) on match-fixing in cricket that totally expose the international cricket. The former was also translated in Hindi. Bettors Beware has been republished with the title ‘All Cricket Matches are Fixed’. He followed these up with another incisive book Cricket: The Massive Fraud. The book has been translated and published in Hindi as well as some regional languages.

Atul Kumar has not been crusading against deep-rooted corruption in cricket alone. He has also gone on to pen a 
hard-hitting political and social satire Phakeland (A fairy tale for the grown ups) in his unique style, and another Hindi poetry book Chand Shabd Jo Bache hain.





Foreword

A former international cricketer who has been in the forefront of exposing the underbelly of cricket in India once called, he was referring to a crucial India-Bangladesh match in the last T20 ICC World Cup.

“You saw those run outs? Would anyone run slow when even a single run means a single million?” he asked.

I did not answer.

For years, bookies and punters have worked closely with the agents of cricketers, pushing them to throw a few runs, drop a few catches, avoid a few boundaries and yet say “its all in the game”. Just before the start of the 2011 ICC 50 overs World Cup (which India won beating Sri Lanka in the finals at Wankhade Stadium in Mumbai), a cop told me about an interesting meeting that took place in a five star hotel in Mumbai.

Informers of Mumbai Police alerted the top brass that all top bookies were holed up in the hotel, fixing deals using their laptops and power point presentations for various matches of the ICC World Cup. No arrests were made, the meeting concluded uninterrupted.

Last year, in 2014, a lower court in the Indian Capital threw out what Delhi Police had called was one of its finest investigations in cracking a spot-fixing racket involving a host of international and domestic Indian cricketers. The investigation was big, prompting the Board for Control of Cricket in India (BCCI) to push two panels headed by former judges to do some spring cleaning of the game.

Nothing happened. All cricketers were let off by the court, even though their ban by the BCCI remained in place. Worse, the BCCI, world’s richest cricket board, is now at loggerheads with one of the panels and have strongly contested its recommendations (to clean up the game and the board) in the country’s apex, Supreme Court.

Seated in the din are those who fix matches, corrupt cricketers. They are the happiest because weak investigations have offered them enough windows to escape. And they have happily accepted the generosity of the cops. Some officers who worked overtime to bring the culprits to book are now a bunch of frustrated men; they know they cannot win against the hidden power that is the most powerful in India.

One thing is clear. Spot fixing is now routine, like your morning toothpaste and tea. Its better to accept it because you will find yourself in isolation if you want to take on the might of the underworld that commands the game now.

Do you want proof? More than 17 years have passed since disgraced South African cricketer Hansie Cronje died in a plane crash, and a court in Delhi is still hearing the case.

I have admired Atul for his gutsy work, he has been at it for years, knocking the doors of justice every now and then with his painstakingly researched books. Those interested in the game and all that happens besides the game must read his books. It’s a pity that I met him after I had finished my book on spot-fixing. Wish I had met him earlier.

~ Shantanu Guha Ray

(Shantanu Guha Ray is a Wharton-trained business journalist associated with a European news agency. His latest book, Fixed, on spot-fixing in cricket hit the stands early this year and earned high praise. He earned fame by scooping the coal scam in 2011 and the GMR-led Delhi airport scandal in 2012. A recipient of the Washington Press Club award, he won the Ramnath Goenka award for his work in cricket. His latest work, Urban Murders, will hit the stands in November, 2016. He lives in Delhi with his wife, daughter and two dogs)





Preface

I am neither a cricketer, nor a journalist. I am a common man like millions of my country men who played cricket in childhood at the gully (street) level and was crazy to follow cricket on radio and later on TV, continuing to do so till date. I believed I had some cricketing sense and also some common sense. That alone along with chance knowledge about betting in cricket led me to decipher the massive world of cricket fixing that lies hidden and is kept hidden from the masses. As a result I wrote three books on the subject, ‘Inside the Boundary Line (fiction)’ (2012); ‘Bettors Beware (match-fixing in cricket decoded) (non-fiction)’ (2013) - republished under the title ‘All Cricket Matches are Fixed’ (2016); and ‘Cricket: The Massive Fraud (non-fiction)’ (2015).

Before and after, and outside of my books, much has been said and written on fixing through books, articles, or otherwise, but much of it has only raised doubts or questions, nothing even remotely tells us the truth, or rather consciously hides the truth. The latest book on the subject ‘Fixed!: Cash and Corruption in Cricket’ by an awarded journalist Mr Shantanu Guha Ray is very interesting in this regard. A little application of mind to all what the author reveals makes the truth stare us in the face, but the author himself appears unaware and feels that no one could see the whole truth. More interestingly, he appears to have been unaware about existence of above books wherein the whole truth - truth that is both shocking and explosive beyond one’s imagination – had already been told. By the time you get to read this book, the 6th edition of the Cricket T20 World Cup, held in India for the first time, would have been long over. As one would have expected, there was a great build up to it through print and electronic media through round the clock articles by and discussions with the cricket experts and journalists. What were the strong and weak points of various teams, who were the players to look out for, who would win and which teams would do well, and the technicalities of bowling and batting pervaded us for weeks before the start of and during the competition. It was hammered into us that a great competitive sporting extravaganza was on the cards with the cricketing honour of the participating nations at stake.

Was it so and what did all the talk in the newspaper columns and TV studios really amount to? You will sure enough know the answers with a definite clarity as you end up reading this book that analyses from dull and drab matches to last ball thrillers that took place in this World Cup, usual to all T20 tournaments.

That cricket is institutionally fixed has already been proved in my earlier books and massive financial, social, criminal, and political implications of this explosive fact have also been brought out and explained. I don’t enjoy repeating the same, yet the same will have to be touched upon briefly but effectively. The purpose of this book is to make hundreds of millions of cricket enthusiasts and the non-enthusiasts the world over understand what is what in cricket fields and beyond with unambiguous clarity and open their eyes.

– Atul Kumar
7th August, 2016





FORMAT
 AND
 COUNTRIES





The tournament featured 16 teams. All ten full members namely Australia, Bangladesh, England, India, New Zealand, Pakistan, South Africa, Sri Lanka, West Indies, and Zimbabwe, qualified automatically for this world cup. They were joined by the six associate members that qualified through the 2015 ICC World Twenty20 Qualifier, playedin Ireland and Scotland between 6th and 26th July 2015. The countries to thus qualify were Afghanistan, Hong Kong, Ireland, Netherlands, Oman, and Scotland. Oman made its debut in this tournament.

The top eight Full Member nations in the ICC T20I Championship rankings as of 30th April 2014 automatically progressed to the Super 10 stage, and the remaining eight teams competed in the group stage. The teams to thus progress were Australia, England, India, New Zealand, Pakistan, South Africa, Sri Lanka, and West Indies.

In the group stage, the remaining eight teams were divided into two groups, Group A and Group B. Group A contained Bangladesh, Oman, Ireland, and Netherlands. Group B contained Zimbabwe, Afghanistan, Hong Kong, and Scotland. The full members, Bangladesh and were thus kept in different groups. The winner from each group was to progress to Super 10 stage.







	GROUP A
	GROUP B



	Bangladesh
	Zimbabwe



	Oman
	Afghanistan



	Ireland
	Hong Kong



	Netherlands
	Scotland




The teams in each group competed with each other once in a round robin league. The team to top in each group on points/most wins/net run rate progressed to Super 10 stage.

Thus we were to have ten teams in Super 10. They are also divided in two groups, Group 1 and Group 2. The five teams in each group compete in a round robin league, thus 10 matches in each group. Group 1 consisted of England, South Africa, Sri Lanka, West Indies, and qualifier from Group B. Group 2 consisted of Australia, India, New Zealand, Pakistan, and qualifier from Group A.







	GROUP 1
	GROUP 2



	England
	Australia



	South Africa
	India



	Sri Lanka
	New Zealand



	West Indies
	Pakistan



	Qualifier from Group B
	Qualifier from Group A




At the end of Super 10 stage matches, top two teams from each group qualify for the semifinals.

In semifinals, the winner in a group competes with the runner-up in the other group. And then, final takes place between the winners of the two semifinals. A reserve day was provided only for the finals.




BASICS OF
 FIXING IN CRICKET




Cricket is a game much different from other fast moving and continuous games like hockey, football, basketball etcetera. And it is played in three formats namely 20 overs a side match, 50 overs a side match, or a Test Match continuing for a maximum of 5 days. A ball gets bowled and some outcome takes place in form of runs, no runs, or wicket. Sum total of all the balls bowled in a match as per rules of that format forms the game. A game of cricket thus gets severed into well distinguished balls and their outcomes. So, to fix a cricket match at the outset, outcome of each ball or most of the balls needs be fixed. That makes fixing in cricket much more tedious compared to fixing in football or hockey.

On what does outcome of a ball depend? Is it bowling, is it batting, or is it fielding? Of course, it is combination of all three except for some specific cases. This answer will help us in understanding the basics of fixing in cricket.

How can outcome of a ball be fixed? Can bowler alone do it? Can batsman alone do it? Can it be done without involvement of fielders? Generally speaking, involvement of all is necessary to fix outcome of a ball. Though, in specific cases it may not be so. For example, a bowler alone can ensure a wide ball going to boundary or a clean six or four may not require involvement of any fielder.

In cricket, in general, a ball is as good or as bad as a batsman allows it to be. Vice versa, a batsman can be as good as the bowlers in the opposite team allow him to be. Neither a batsman alone can ever fix how many runs will be scored off a ball, nor can a bowler alone ever do it (except if it were a wide as mentioned above). To fix outcome of a ball, the bowler, the batsmen and at times fielders need to combine. We, therefore, should know that all cricket experts, and cricket journalists in print and electronic media had been talking through their hats in telling us during Sreesanth, Chandila, Chavan episode in 2013 IPL that bowlers alone had fixed the runs to be scored in particular overs in connivance with some bookies. The episode and its irrefutable implications have been explained and analyzed in some detail in my book Bettors Beware, republished under the title ‘All Cricket Matches are Fixed’. I shall mention about it very briefly here.

S Sreesanth, Ajit Chandila, and Ankit Chavan participated in IPL 6 in the summer of 2013 as bowlers for Rajasthan Royals. During the tournament they were arrested on charges of spot fixing the runs to be scored in particular overs in various matches to benefit some bookies. Had anyone in the police, media or cricketing world applied slightest mind or listened to me, the absurdity of above would have been clear to all. No bowler alone could ensure number of runs to be scored in an over. The concerned batsmen and fielders also had to be involved. Thus involvement of a number of internationally prominent batsmen was implied, but unfortunately no one till date has raised a finger on them. Further involvement of the fielding captain, Rahul Dravid, was also implied since he alone could decide which bowler would bowl particular overs. Fortunately or unfortunately, the hard facts and truth don’t recognize reputations.

Is fixing outcome of a ball in cricket difficult? Not at all. It can easily be done as has been confirmed by ex cricketers of repute like Steve Waugh. For a six to be hit off a ball, bowler will bowl such a ball that will facilitate the batsman at strike to hit it over the boundary. For a batsman to get out, either the bowler can bowl a stinging delivery or the batsman can play a lousy shot. In limited overs format, it is mostly achieved through a batsman playing a lousy shot, again mostly by giving catches to the lone fielders in the deep. Haven’t you ever wondered why a batsman who had been hitting long clean sixes with ease suddenly controlled the force behind his shot to get caught out at the boundary or well inside the boundary? Or why did he deliberately play a shot straight to a fielder when he could have easily hit the ball in the big gaps on either side of that fielder?

Similarly for runs to be scored at a particular stage, loose or wayward bowling can be resorted to. In short and in essence, it is rather easy to fix outcome of a ball if bowler and batsman don’t compete but combine to achieve it, aided by fielders at times. Doing so continuously ball after ball makes fixing in cricket tedious, though not difficult.

Dropped catches, brilliant catches, brilliant run outs, missing easy run out chances, brilliant fielding, and misfielding, all can be scripted and fixed. All these have to be incorporated in the scripts as these things are supposed to be happening in natural cricket. And these are incorporated to create thrill and better dramatic effects in order to attract viewers and sell the game. Two fielders combining to result in brilliant catches at the boundary is the latest add on in this regard. We shouldn’t be surprised if not in distant future we come across three fielders combining to complete a catch. The timing of a bowler bowling a wicket taking ball or a batsman playing a wicket giving shot, and so on, can easily be directed as per the dictates of the script. It is scripted and/or directed as per the need for movement of odds as would continuously benefit the betting syndicates and trap the bettors.

The big question that arises and that allows fixed cricket to continue in spite of it becoming too obvious at times is ‘how can one know that a particular play was scripted or natural, and how can one prove so?’ While application of mind using basic cricketing sense may make one easily see and know that particular play couldn’t be natural cricket, and had to mean something amiss, it cannot be proved so in a court of law unless some reputed cricketers of the past come forward to explain or the players or coaches themselves depose so. No one has done so, so far.

Here cricket betting comes to our rescue. It is for cricket betting that fixing is done and it is through cricket betting that fixing gets proved mathematically and scientifically, not needing any ruling from the courts. It is not for the courts to rule that sun rises in the east or that sum total of angles of a triangle is 180 degrees. How continuous fixing in cricket gets scientifically proved has been dealt in detail in my earlier books, especially in Bettors Beware. Here I shall give the gist for the appreciation of the readers.

Quite often you would have felt angry on finding set batsmen of your team killing balls and not scoring, as you were expecting as per demands of the situation in a T20 match.
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