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THE CIVIL CODE OF UZBEKISTAN
W. E. Butler and Maryann E. Gashi-Butler

Just as the other Independent States, the Republic Uzbekistan
had in place when the former Soviet Union disappeared its own Civil
Code of the Uzbek SSR confirmed on 23 March 1963 which replicated
in all material respects the 1961 Fundamental Principles of Civil
Legislation of the USSR and Union Republics. However, Uzbekistan
did not emulate Kazakhstan and the Russian Federation by introducing
the 1991 Fundamental Principles of Civil Legislation of the USSR
and Republics into force in Uzbekistan. Rather the 1963 Civil Code
was partially replaced and augmented by a series of individual laws
on Land (20 June 1990, as amended), ownership (31 October 1990, as
amended), entrepreneurship (15 February 1991, as amended),
enterprises (15 February 1991, as amended), foreign economic activity
(13 June 1991, as amended), lease (19 November 1991, as amended),
pledge (9 December 1992, as amended), insurance (6 May 1993, as
amended), trademarks and service marks (7 May 1993), foreign
investments (5 May 1994, as amended), bankruptcy (5 May 1994, as
amended), the protection of electronic computer and data base
programmes (6 May 1994), inventions, utility models, and industrial
designs (6 May 1994), and the law on joint-stock societies (26 April
1996), amongst the most salient.!

The Republic Uzbekistan was the first member of the
Commonwealth of Independent States to enact a full Civil Code. It
has relied in considerable measure upon the Model Civil Code
developed within the Inter-Parliamentary Assembly of the CIS, but
in a number of respects has departed from that Model. In particular,
the number of articles devoted to juridical persons is considerably
less as in Uzbekistan detailed regulation is to be left to individual
laws.? Family law is being retained intact as the object of a separate

' For a list of the laws of Uzbekistan since idependence, see W. E. Butler
Uzbekistan Legislation (Tashkent, Adolat, 1999).

2 These are collected and translated in W. E. Butler (ed. & transl.),
Uzbekistan Legal Texts (London and The Hague, Kuwer Law International/
Simmonds & Hill, 1999).
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Code in Uzbekistan, but international private law has been incor-
porated into the Civil Code.

The accompanying Decree on the procedure for introducing the
Civil Code into force deserves careful attention. It should be noted
that the entire Code entered into force simultaneously, from 1 March
1997, even though it was enacted in two parts over a period of nearly
nine months. Article 48 of the Code was amended on 27 December
1996; on 30 August 1997, Article 775; and on 1 May 1998, Articles
53 and 784.

The translation is based on the official Russian-language text.
This also has appeared in book formn published by the Ministry of
Justice of the Republic Uzbekistan.?

3 I'paxcgancruii kogexc Pecnybauxu Ysbexucman. (Tauxkenr, Agonar,
1996). 528 p. Also see Begomocmu Oauii Maxcruca Pecnybauku Y3bexucman
(1996), nos.11-12, Annex No. 2; (1997), no. 2, item 56; no. 9, item 24:1; (1998),
no. 5-6, item 102.
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