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    The Book

    It is a projection into humanity’s distant future, which foresees the extinction of all life on Earth, brought about by human stupidity.

    Albert Einstein is said to have once remarked: Imagination is more important than knowledge, for knowledge is limited …

    
      Note: 
      Personal pronouns in this book refer to both genders. For I am of the opinion that gender-neutral language in the German language has absolutely nothing to do with equality or equivalence.
    

    Hasan Denis Kalkan

    November 26, 2024

  
    PART ONE

    The Downfall Caused by Human Hands

  
    Human Stupidity

    Humanity, which appeared on Earth as a whim of nature, has unfortunately failed to attain the maturity and wisdom required to lead a modest and natural life. When they began to accumulate more and more possessions and to view their fellow humans as rivals, even as enemies, it became clear that they would eventually render Mother Earth uninhabitable and thereby destroy themselves as well. This means that in the distant future, the Earth, along with all living beings upon it, will fall victim to them. Their own existence as well. They will be the sole architects of the extinction of all life on Earth.

    Ultimately, humanity will fall victim to its own stupidity. However, this development was inevitable, for the creature known as humanity, through its greed over the course of millennia—especially in recent centuries—has created a perverse system that has dumbed people down and turned them into mindless consumers. And because of this development, he eventually lost himself in virtual worlds before he could attain the wisdom to know what true happiness was and what it actually meant to be human on Earth.

    In fact, private property and its most important derivative—namely, money—became humanity’s undoing. It has come to the point where money has become the supreme god of humanity— . Humanity has never worshipped any god as much as it has worshipped money or profit.

    Thus, the destruction of all life on Earth by human hands will be inevitable, for when it comes to protecting life on Earth, humanity is not only deceiving itself. It is also deceiving its fellow human beings. It will continue to do so until the bitter end.

    So-called globalization was not about bringing the supposedly superior Western civilization to the whole world—since the way of life in poor countries, such as in Africa, was considered primitive—but was primarily about exploiting the entire world by selling the mass-produced goods of industrialized nations in every village of the poor countries. Thus, this brutal system has shaped and conditioned people around the world in such a way that this greedy scheme could prevail everywhere.

    On the one hand, humans claim to be in favor of protecting Mother Nature; on the other hand, however, they live and act in such a perverted manner that they inflict great harm on nature and all living beings within it. Of course, humans do not realize that in doing so they are also jeopardizing their own existence and will make future life on our planet Earth impossible. The blame for this actually lies with the brutal system that cares only about profit, for this system has dumbed down humanity by any means necessary and turned them into mindless consumers, so that they would collapse without consumption . Consequently, humanity has been driven to the point where they consume everything they can buy—whatever comes their way—with enthusiasm and an ever-growing appetite.

    On the one hand, people are against the destruction of rare and valuable tree species in distant countries; on the other hand, however, they replace their furniture—made from those very endangered tree species—every few years, and some even every year. On the one hand, people are against excessive CO₂ emissions into the air; on the other hand, however, they drive to the city center or to their workplace, which may be just two kilometers away, in a large car instead of walking. Similarly, schoolchildren are driven to school in SUVs, even though the school may be just one or two kilometers from home, instead of encouraging the child to walk to school. People don’t want to hear that this is good and healthy for the child.

    Although it is possible to travel without any problems using public transportation such as buses and trains in cities and on many routes, people prefer to drive because it is convenient. It does not even occur to them that this is harmful to nature.

    On the one hand, people supposedly support reducing CO₂ emissions, but on the other hand, they don’t want to give up vacations in distant countries, which require long, sometimes multiple flights, each of which pumps vast amounts of CO₂ into the air. For people have not only lost their human compass but have also forfeited their ability to think.

    People can no longer tolerate silence and stillness; they must constantly rush from event to event, from appointment to appointment, supposedly to have fun. They cannot be alone unless they have the pacifier called a smartphone in their hand, traveling through virtual worlds and engaging with so-called “social networks.” The human being as we know him today must be constantly on the move; he must always be busy, doing something, even if it is harmful and even if it consists solely of internet trash.

    On the one hand, people try to give the impression that they do not value material goods and are in favor of a modest life; on the other hand, however, their households contain—apart from necessary appliances and devices such as refrigerators, washing machines, and the like—many superfluous machines, the production of which demands certain resources from nature and without which one can still live and get by.

    These devices or machines are supposedly meant to improve quality of life. For the brainwashed person sees their happiness and quality of life in such material things, because they do not know what true happiness is. Modern people want nothing to do with the fact that the production of all these things comes at the expense of nature.

    Even those who have made a name for themselves as environmental activists are deceiving their fellow human beings and themselves. Not only those who, as schoolchildren, march alongside those hypocritical activists— —but also many other children are driven to school every day in large cars.

    Those hypocritical activists also fly, just like everyone else, to distant, exotic countries to spend their vacations on the beach under the palm trees, even though they constantly proclaim with great fanfare that flights cause great harm to Mother Nature. Most of them are the same children and teenagers, especially in Western industrialized countries, who keep buying new clothes, throw them away every two weeks, and get a new smartphone every year. They are naive and have no awareness whatsoever that all of this comes at the expense of nature. I don’t even need to describe here how these children and teenagers live.

    On the one hand, people want to know that CO₂ emissions cause great harm to nature and thus to all living beings within it; on the other hand, however, they do not want to minimize their car trips, let alone give them up. On the contrary, if possible, they buy a second, trendy car—the bigger and more well-known the car, the prouder the owner—because the car is a status symbol. People see their worth in such lifeless things because they have long since lost their self-esteem and no longer possess any inner strength.

    In Western industrialized nations and also in many emerging economies, car ownership is taking on even more harmful forms: When parents have daughters or sons who have reached the appropriate age and obtained their driver’s licenses, they buy cars for them instead of trying to share the family’s existing car or using public transportation whenever possible.

    In light of this fact, one can assume that this way of life, which is promoted by the system with every means and trick at its disposal, is proving disastrous not only for people but also for Mother Nature. For the system is based solely on consumption. Without consumption, the entire system would collapse.

    For several years now, ordinary small cars have no longer been produced; instead, large vehicles and SUVs have been brought to market, which pollute the environment even more and whose production demands even more resources from nature.

    The fact that many car manufacturers have recently been trying to produce electric cars does not mean that they are actually thinking about the environment or nature. Their only concern is to sell as many cars as possible. First, because it’s trendy; second, because many people believe they’re doing something good for nature. They don’t want to hear that the production of electric cars demands even more resources from nature. Electric cars don’t just fall from the sky. Those who proudly and boastfully zoom around in their electric SUVs don’t want to know that they harm nature just as much as other cars. Instead of giving up the car and using public transportation whenever possible, people would rather own more cars.

    Modern people no longer want to live in modest houses or apartments; according to , these must be equipped with every luxury in line with the trend. Such amenities in these luxury homes require high expenses, which in fact only increase consumption—something the system both desires and promotes. Although it is possible to live peacefully in a modest and functional apartment, people are led to believe that luxury accommodations improve quality of life and make residents happy in every way.

    Since modern people do not know true happiness, they see happiness and joy in material things. This is how the consumer frenzy—and with it, the system—is kept alive. The brainwashed individual either does not know or does not want to know that they are not serving themselves, but are a plaything in the hands of a greedy system for which humans are not subjects, but objects—or rather, instruments of consumption. It is all about more and ever-increasing consumption, which in reality keeps the system alive but causes great harm to nature and the human soul.

    The fact that industrialized nations—and to some extent emerging economies—are not concerned with protecting nature but only with business is made abundantly clear at the annual climate conferences known as COPs.

    Industrialized nations buy pollution rights from poor countries. In exchange, they give them a certain sum of money so that they can pump vast amounts of CO₂ into the air in their own countries without hesitation—that is, pollute nature without restraint.

    It doesn’t get any more perverse than that. What good does it do Mother Earth if CO₂ emissions remain low only in poor countries? On the other hand, the money provided leads to even more consumption in poor countries, which ultimately benefits only Western industrialized nations—meaning they can sell even more to poor countries. So they’re killing two birds with one stone. This is nothing but a trick: profitable for industrialized nations, bad for nature, bad for the Earth.

    As far as increased consumption is concerned, both sides benefit from it. In this way, consumption is promoted in both industrialized and poor countries, from which ultimately only the industrialized nations benefit.

    To boost consumption and, by extension, the profits of certain corporations, nuclear energy is classified as clean energy in certain industrialized nations. New nuclear power plants are being built without hesitation. These countries seem to have learned nothing from Chernobyl or other nuclear power plant disasters. To this day, not even a safe, permanent site has been found to store nuclear waste. So, when it comes to boosting consumption, all manner of perversities are permitted. The end justifies the means.

    Moreover, when people get affordable, even cheap electricity, they can consume more and more. This miraculously makes nuclear energy “green” all of a sudden. The politicians in these countries—who are, however, servants of the corporations—seem to act by the motto: “After me, the deluge!” Climate change, “ ,” and nature conservation are foreign concepts to those politicians or statesmen.

    As far as the world and life are concerned, Homo sapiens—whom I have long called Homo Digitalis—seems to have fallen into a vicious cycle. The smartphone generations can no longer express their feelings without emojis because they can’t even read or write properly. Even adults who believe they have the necessary awareness and know themselves and the system find themselves in this vicious cycle. They prefer to stay in the herd, doing only what everyone else does.

    On the one hand, people proudly flaunt their vegetarian and vegan preferences, but on the other hand, they buy the best meat for their cat or dog. Every week or every two weeks, they throw a lavish barbecue, at the end of which half of the precious food ends up in the trash.

    People go to the same fitness and wellness center with their friends and acquaintances, consume the same drugs, and drink the same beverages and types of alcohol because everyone else does too. They wear the same clothes and, if possible, the same brand-name items. Otherwise, they don’t feel comfortable unless they stay in the herd and go along with it.

    Even in the cold of winter, the foolish person zooms through the streets standing on an e-scooter instead of walking and doing something good for their health. They do this because many others do it too, because it’s “in” and “cool” at the time. When you consider the reason why a cyclist’s outfit is more expensive than the bike itself, it’s easy to see how important the herd mentality is—appearance matters more than substance. Of course, all of this drives consumption, which is, in fact, controlled by the system.

    On the one hand, modern people claim to value their health, but on the other hand, they deface their skin by ruining it with tattoos and, by exposing themselves to the strong sun rays at the beach, literally grill themselves and damage their skin. They have to do this because everyone else is doing this foolishness too. All these perversities, however, are really just about consumption—and ever-increasing consumption.

    Unfortunately, modern humans have not developed the necessary awareness to realize that the production of material goods from nature—namely Mother Earth—requires a vast amount of resources. These do not simply appear on their own or by magic.

    All this kind of consumption accelerates climate change and will make the Earth uninhabitable in the distant future.

    Every time I see the commercials on TV, I get scared and anxious, and I lose the last shred of hope for the future of humanity. It’s hard to imagine how many perfumes and cosmetics are produced year after year. When you consider how many women worldwide undergo cosmetic surgery every day to have their noses reshaped, their breasts and lips injected with silicone, their wrinkles removed, or their hips and breasts enlarged or reduced, it’s easy to see what matters to people today and what they’re preoccupied with. These are just a few examples. This list could go on forever.

    Modern people lack the awareness to realize that all of this constitutes a brutal intrusion into human nature, and that the institutions and facilities performing these procedures, along with all the products and materials they use, come at the expense of nature. The so-called modern person wants nothing to do with this, for they identify with such external things. Today’s people identify with their tattoos, with plumped-up lips, with reshaped noses, or with piercings, etc. etc., because to them, appearance—the shape of lips, noses, breasts, buttocks, even labia—in short, all this pseudo-beauty—is more important than inner beauty, because the soulless person does not know what inner beauty is, nor what responsibility the human race bears toward nature, toward humanity, and toward all life in the world.

    Sometimes I wonder what would happen if all smartphones worldwide were suddenly and unexpectedly rendered useless and stopped working. I dare not even imagine how helpless people would be, because they would have no way to rummage through online junk or navigate virtual worlds. Yet we want to leave future generations an intact natural world, an intact Earth, without considering that these generations don’t even have nature or the Earth on their minds, because they live off their smartphones—or rather, off the online trash of . They will be dumber than today’s generation. The spectacle of influencers, likes, and dislikes—on which these inwardly empty people thrive—will matter more to them than anything else in the world.

    Whenever I hear honest, principled scientists and experts say that the current generation should leave a habitable Earth for future generations, I think of people—especially young people—who can’t live without their smartphones. We want to leave future generations an intact Earth, yet they have nothing but the online junk on their smartphones on their minds. They can’t even express their feelings in writing. Without emojis, they’d be lost.

    However, it must be said here that the voices and opinions of those honest and incorruptible scientists find no place in the mainstream. Instead, the direction is set by so-called scientists who have been bought by certain companies and corporations, work for them, and constantly produce supposedly scientific reports in their interest.

    Given this fact, there is no need to buy many pseudoscientists, for countless charlatans in all areas of life voluntarily assist the system with their activities—and with great success. From absurd forms of yoga to esoteric hocus-pocus. These so-called masters, especially from the East, numb the uninformed just as much as the mainstream of the system. These charlatans are praised, celebrated , and recommended. They are praised because they help the system. The numbed and, in every respect, dumbed-down person is the best target for influence. After all, it’s all about consumption. This drives consumption to boundless heights, which is, in fact, the system’s sole objective. A frenzy of consumption in every area of life and in every stratum of society.

    Given what is currently happening in the world, one would need no oracle, no fortune-teller, to know that both Mother Earth, with all life within her, and humanity itself will fall victim to human stupidity in the distant future.

    Now that the system, created by humans themselves, has exploited the entire Earth, it is setting its sights on the Moon. They also want to exploit the Moon; plans have long been made to completely exploit the valuable minerals and ores on the Moon. There are no limits to the greed of global neoliberalism. Year after year, countless rockets and satellites are launched into space. Space has long been full of junk—or rather, full of space debris.

    All of this is happening at a time when countless poor people in the rich industrialized nations—materially speaking, of course—are rummaging through trash cans for something edible just to survive.

    At a time when retirees are ashamed to visit a food bank every day or every few days to get a little food or a hot meal.

    At a time when employers are brandishing unemployment like the Sword of Damocles over the heads of destitute workers so that they will accept starvation wages. They want to exploit these destitute, hardworking people even more—or, to be more precise, squeeze even more out of them.

    At a time when every winter countless homeless people, especially in so-called Western civilization, freeze to death under bridges and on sidewalks.

    In a time when countless people are forced to beg. Ironically, in the economically powerful industrialized nations.

    In an era when certain countries with imperial ambitions constantly instigate wars in which tens of thousands, hundreds of thousands of people are killed, so that the arms barons can produce ever more weapons and make billions upon billions in profits. On the other hand, corporations don’t have to exert much effort in this regard as long as people remain ignorant and caught up in a consumer frenzy. Therefore, it is easy for those exploitative countries to push forward all their imperialist intentions, ensuring that billions upon billions are constantly funneled into the coffers of the arms industry and the arms barons worldwide.

    That country, which sees itself as the world’s policeman, does not even shy away from a nuclear war to bring the entire world under its control. But it is not content with the apathy in which most people live; they are also subjected to brainwashing worldwide. This makes it easier for imperialism to achieve its goals . For the dumbed-down and numbed masses go along with and support the insatiable appetites of the imperialist countries, especially that of the world’s policeman.

    All this is happening in an era in which the rich—in material terms—are growing ever richer at the expense of the toiling masses, and the gap between the toiling masses and the exploiters is growing ever wider. Workers, condemned to starvation wages, nevertheless consider themselves lucky if they have a job and are being exploited.

    In an era in which an imperialist country has turned the entire world into a powder keg to achieve its imperial goals.

    In an era in which most people consider their own enjoyment of consumption more important than the misery of the entire world, than the destruction of nature—in short, than the extinction of life on Earth. Since the exploiters and oppressors are aware of this reality, they can achieve their goals without resistance.

    All this is happening in an era in which Western industrialized nations cozy up to dictators who trample on human rights, exercise reigns of terror, and imprison all their critics—all to sell their goods, especially their weapons, to these dictators. In this way, these despots are also granted legitimacy worldwide.

    In an era in which, globally, more taxes are collected from working people than from the wealthy.

    In an era in which governments—or, more precisely, state apparatuses—in fact represent only the interests of corporations. For example, even when it has been proven that a drug has fatal consequences, the pharmaceutical company continues to sell it until the reality can no longer be concealed. The corporation in question is aided in this not only by corrupt scientists or so-called experts, but also by most doctors. For within the system, doctors are forced to go along with it in order to continue practicing medicine, and those who run their own practices also feel compelled to go along with it to stay afloat.

    In an era in which the Christian church constantly speaks of Christian morality and ethics, yet on the other hand welcomes and blesses despots and dictators who not only instigate wars but also oppress and abuse their own citizens and have opposition members imprisoned, tortured, and murdered.

    In a time when mafia-like organizations, year after year, month after month, traffic countless girls and women from poor countries—especially from the Far East—into Western countries and use them as sex slaves in brothels, nightclubs, and similar establishments. The mafia has no trouble doing this because everyone—from the heads of the security forces and the judiciary down to the police officers—goes along with it, since they themselves profit from it. The same applies to the drug mafia. Although half the world knows that this mafia turns hundreds of thousands, even millions of people into drug addicts every year and ruins their lives, the mafia can still sell its drugs even in schools because many individuals and agencies within the state apparatus turn a blind eye.

    All of this took place in an era when the largest imperialist country—which, during World War II, helped the Japanese in China to massacre the Chinese people—then helped the murderous General Chiang Kai-shek establish a state on the Chinese island of Formosa to continue fighting against China.

    This was the same country that dropped the first two atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japan, wiping out hundreds of thousands of lives to test how effective its bombs were. The same country that maintains several hundred military bases around the world—587, to be exact—some of them equipped with nuclear missiles, and whose annual military spending amounts to approximately two trillion dollars, decided which jihadists were terrorists and which were “good” Islamists, without acknowledging that it had itself bred Islamists and jihadists all over the world to deploy them primarily against secular countries that did not bow to the world’s policeman and even opposed its brutal imperial policies. The same country still determines which nations are rogue states and which despotic monarchies and theocracies are good allies, without acknowledging that it is itself the world’s greatest rogue state.

    This country was able to do all this because it had the means and resources to subject the entire world to unimaginably effective brainwashing. The political leaders of this evil country know for certain that the arms barons are very grateful to them and constantly praise them.

    The country, without whose help and support Islamism and jihadism would never have emerged in the world, wants to teach the world that it is truly fighting these fanatical and criminal holy warriors.

    Although this same country, through its intelligence agencies funded with billions of dollars, has all the information on certain institutions and individuals at its disposal and can even observe the movements of ants on Earth via spy satellites, it accuses a country of espionage that it views as its greatest rival. In reality, this is no longer about communism—that has long since died. It is primarily about military and economic hegemony.

    Just as this country helped the Japanese and General Chiang Kai-shek in the past to destroy or annihilate China, it now classifies that country as communist, as a dictatorship, in order to isolate it from the world—although the question must be asked here whether a two-party dictatorship is any better than other dictatorships.

    These lies can be sold to the global public—especially the Western world—with little effort, because it has long since been completely dumbed down. For the people in most countries around the world have been thoroughly brainwashed, using sophisticated methods. If humanity hadn’t been so foolish, this country would not have been able to simply put its imperial goals into practice.

    The country where most homeless people and beggars struggle to survive, where nearly forty million citizens have no health insurance—that is, no medical care—where in some states or regions Black people are not allowed to sit next to a white person on the bus, and where the law of the jungle prevails, wants to export democracy, freedom, and human rights to the whole world…

    As I have tried to illustrate above, lies can be sold as truth with ease only if humanity has been ideologically trained, thoroughly conditioned, and dumbed down. That is to say, only the stupidity of the people enables this country to display all these perversities. After all, this country wants the whole world for itself, according to the motto: The world belongs either to me or to no one! Furthermore, we must not forget that anti-communist hysteria, despite the non-existence of communism, is still alive and well, which in fact helps this greedy and power-hungry country to pursue all its imperialist impulses without major obstacles.

    Although communism—which was never truly realized in the truest sense—has long since been laid to rest, certain countries are still classified as communist so that the world’s policeman can more easily justify its imperial ambitions, because it absolutely wants the whole world for itself. If one of its rivals refuses to comply and does not open its doors to this country, that country is labeled a dictatorship. China is still portrayed as a communist dictatorship. In reality , the issue is that this country, which sees itself as the ruler of the world, wants access to all resources—that is, to all the wealth and mineral resources of those countries. No price is too high for this, not even a nuclear war.

    Although anyone with a modicum of sense knows that fireworks and all similar firecrackers and bangers on New Year’s Eve and during other celebrations pollute the air in the most brutal way, no government has the idea or the courage to ban them. This perversity is, in fact, tantamount to a great crime against Mother Earth. This destructive perversity is even promoted by governments because it is popular and boosts consumption in many other areas. That is to say, in today’s pleasure-seeking society, this perversity leads to the consumption of many other things as well, not just alcohol and drugs.

    When I saw on a TV program one evening that many people were also buying Christmas gifts and Christmas dinners for their pets, especially their dogs, I couldn’t believe my eyes and ears. To boost consumption, every perverse tactic is employed to encourage the brainwashed masses to consume. This is happening not least in decadent Western civilization.

    Such an advertising program is even shown on the international TV channel BBC, a world-renowned broadcaster! It’s just sickening! What does the poor dog know about Christmas gifts or Christmas dinners? The human being, who is constantly caught up in a consumer frenzy and knows no peace, does not even leave the animal in peace, so that it can have a life appropriate to its nature, live as its nature intends, and remain a natural animal. This perversion surpasses all other follies of humans caught up in a constant urge to consume.

    Every time I see TV commercials showing the mindless masses—especially young people—destroying nature just to have their absurd fun, I know, to my great regret, where this “fun society” is leading us. Every action is laden with a consumer frenzy, which will ultimately lead humanity to ruin.

    In summary: With the kind of people whose characteristics I have already outlined above, we cannot save life on our planet. Mother Earth will certainly become uninhabitable in the distant future—but within the foreseeable future. All life on Earth will be wiped out.

    This thought undoubtedly pains every conscious person. But the number of responsible people is, unfortunately, dwindling year by year. That is precisely one of the reasons why all life on Earth will be wiped out in the distant future.

  
    The Flight to the Exoplanet

    It was the year 5025, and the planet Earth had long since become uninhabitable. All life on Earth had been wiped out some time ago. Only a few capable people, who had been able to build spacecraft-like structures using the technology available at the time, continued to live in these spacecraft.

    Agung, with his wife Malou and daughter Amisha from what was once Indonesia; William, with his wife Abigail from what was once the United States; and Farhan, with his wife Naadira and son Kamran from what was once Pakistan, lived together in a fairly large spaceship. For generations, their ancestors had been employed by the once-famous NASA, which had long conducted research into the mysteries of the solar system, planets, galaxies, and unknown celestial bodies.

    The spaceship in which they lived was powered by solar energy. Since Earth’s atmosphere had disappeared, there was no need to travel above the atmosphere from time to time to recharge. The spaceship was large enough to provide ample space for eight people. They could move about freely inside it and do physical exercises at any time to stay healthy. They also had a small but interesting library, which they had each inherited from their ancestors. The library was valuable, especially because of the very old books on various subjects. Over the centuries, they had turned quite yellow.

    Although they spent most of their time together and had no secrets from one another—unlike the ape-men in Earth’s history—each family still had its own bedroom.

    The women did not experience pregnancy. Two women in the community, Malou and Naadira, had their children artificially conceived in a test tube in the large laboratory, which was always at their disposal. They had also determined the child’s gender themselves.

    Everything they needed to eat and drink was produced on the spaceship itself. They ate light foods that were compressed like tablets. Over time, their digestive systems had adapted to this diet. They had sophisticated devices and systems through which everything could be recycled and reused. The very sparse human waste was ultimately disposed of as harmless dust, that is, released into space.

    The spaceship community had an efficient and versatile workshop where they could repair or replace their cell phones at any time. They used these devices as radios to stay in contact with three other spaceships that were also in the depths of space with quite a few people on board.

    All the devices and instruments they used could also be quickly repaired at any time if they were no longer functional.

    The spaceship traveled at the speed of light. As a result, they had already been to the Moon, to Mars, and even to some large asteroids, where they could not discover any life as they once had on Earth. From what they learned in the old history books, the former NASA had discovered an exoplanet during its space program in the galaxy where Earth was located, on which life was suspected to exist. But with the technology and capabilities of that time, it was not possible to fly that far. The distance to the galaxy was very great, but not so great that the spaceship, which carried three families, could not have covered it. They expected to reach the exoplanet within a year.

    Although they had enough space to move freely in the spaceship and do the necessary physical exercises to stay healthy, they were ultimately confined to a closed space, like a prison—of which there had once been more than enough on Earth. They read in the old books how their ancestors on Earth, which was once teeming with life, could move freely and go anywhere. In short, they were fed up and desperate to fly to the exoplanet. They had great hope, and even more than that, they wished that there would be life on the exoplanet, just as there once was on the planet Earth. They were inspired and uplifted by the euphoria of living there on the exoplanet just as humans had once lived on Earth.

    Some time ago, they had lost contact with the other three spaceships, but they hoped that those ships were also on their way to the exoplanet.

    In the spaceship, they still kept precise time; just as in earlier times on Earth, they had a day of 24 hours, a month of 30 or 31 days, and a year of 365 days, with 366 days every four years. Their clocks were precise, and by their reckoning, they knew they had been living in the spaceship for about ten years.

    When they reached the exoplanet, they knew that they had been traveling for the equivalent of about eleven months. That was an incredibly impressive achievement.

  
    PART TWO

    The Exoplanet ANAK

  
    A Big Surprise

    The surprise was immense. The exoplanet they had landed on looked just like Earth. With one fundamental difference: Earth had long since become uninhabitable, whereas the exoplanet was teeming with life. They couldn’t believe their eyes. It looked like Earth, which had once been full of life as well. The beings on the exoplanet were like humans—or rather, like themselves. At first, they seemed a little taller to them, but upon closer inspection, they were just as tall as humans once were on Earth.

    They were speechless for a while due to the excitement. At first, they couldn’t believe that these people spoke a similar language. For a long time, they remained silent, as if deaf and mute. They simply watched how these figures on the exoplanet moved and what they did. They felt as if they were in a dream. They thought the dream was too sweet to be true. When they heard these figures—or rather, these people—speak, they couldn’t believe their ears.

    The spaceship landed in a settlement where the streets and buildings looked just like they once did on Earth, as they had seen in the old books in their library.

    Farhan spoke to one of the figures approaching the spaceship’s crew and asked how they could get something to wear, because it was colder outside in the open air than inside the spaceship; they felt like defenseless fish thrown out of the water. In any case, it was currently much colder outside than the temperature they were used to inside the spaceship.

    When Farhan asked the man on the exoplanet, who was standing right in front of them, about this, the man said that it was spring and therefore a bit colder than usual. When Farhan noticed that some people were listening to him curiously, he knew they understood him, so he asked further how one could obtain money or a currency to buy the necessary items. The inhabitants of the exoplanet were astonished and said that there was no such thing as money where they came from.

    Since the inhabitants of the spaceship from planet Earth did not want to stay inside any longer, they left their home together and stood outside. But then they suddenly felt naked, because they had worn only very light clothing in the spaceship, and the temperature inside had always been consistently warm and pleasant.

    When Farhan tried to explain to one of the inhabitants of the exoplanet—since he spoke a similar language—how important money once was on planet Earth and that without it one could have nothing, as he knew from the books in the spaceship’s library, this person led them to a building where the local leader resided. The man disappeared behind the door while the small group from the spaceship waited outside.

    The local leader was a friendly woman; she said her name was LUNA. She seemed very surprised and excited, for she looked at the small group from Earth with the utmost curiosity and stood there speechless for a few moments, unable to utter a word. After she had composed herself, she greeted the small group very warmly. She said she was the mayor of the city and the chairwoman of the district council.

    When she asked if they wanted to stay on the exoplanet forever, Farhan replied, “Of course we’ll stay here,” and then added, “We flew here with the hope of being able to stay on this exoplanet because we could no longer live on planet Earth.”

    “Why not?”

    “Because all life has been wiped out on our planet. Earth is no longer habitable, meaning there is no life on Earth.”

    “If that’s the case, I’ll have to integrate all of you into our community,” said LUNA, adding, “As for money, which used to be used to buy things on Earth, we don’t have that here. As far as we know from the history of our planet, money was abolished here three hundred years ago. Therefore, I will integrate all of you into the local community so that you can live on our planet ANAK just like us, without any problems.”

    “How will we be able to get the things we need, especially food and clothing?” Farhan asked.

    “Each of you will receive a ration card on which your name and the fact that you have been integrated into our community will be written.
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