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1. Introduction



In the United Kingdom there are mainly two types of newspapers, namely the Quality Papers and the Tabloids. The question is in how far these two types of newspapers differ from each other, if they differ at all, and what the differences are, if any. How are Tabloids and Quality Papers defined and do they only differ in appearance or in content, too? To answer all these questions it is important to first give a definition of both newspapers and then to compare a typical Tabloid with a typical Quality Paper to make these distinctions obvious. To come to a clear conclusion it is important to focus on main aspects such as layout, language and reliability or seriousness.



2. Newspapers in Great Britain



In Great Britain there are two very famous types of newspapers, namely Quality Papers and Tabloids. Although both types are very popular, there are many differences between them. Some differences are, for example, layout, language and reliability. Before comparing two articles and pointing out the differences it is important to have a closer look at the definitions of both types of newspapers.



2.1 Quality Papers



Quality Papers are also called Broad Sheets because of their size, which is rather wide and bigger than the size of a Tabloid. Quality Papers that appear daily in the United Kingdom are, for example,
Daily Telegraph, The Times, The Financial Times, The Independent
and
The Guardian.
There are also some Quality Papers that are only published on Sundays such as
The Observer, The Sunday Times
and
The Sunday Telegraph.
Some remarkable aspects of these newspapers are the following:
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Language
 
is academic and eloquent, no colloquial language, slang or swear words



Sentences
 
are rather long, with many subordinate clauses

Layout is decent with only a few colours on the front page Rather
 
neutral and formal




Articles include sources, quotations and facts (no speculations) Articles
 
dominated by written parts, not by pictures and headlines

Vocabulary is more extended



Quality Papers often write about topics such as politics, finances, economy, national and international affairs, sports and news
1
.



2.2 Tabloids



Tabloids are also known as Yellow Press, Gutter Press and Sensationalist Press because of their topics which are mostly less “serious”
2
, for example, “celebrities, sports, sensationalist crime stories and even hoaxes”
3
. The format of a tabloid “is roughly 23 ½ by 14 ¾ inches (597 mm x 375 mm) per spread”
4
. Daily Tabloids are, for instance,
The Sun, The Daily Mirror, The Daily Express, The Daily Star, The Daily Mail
and
The Daily Sport.
Tabloids that only appear on Sundays are, for example,
The Sunday Express, The News of the World, The Sunday Mirror, The Sunday Sport
and
The Sunday People.



Other newspapers that are not typically Tabloids but have changed to the tabloid format or ‘compact’ format are Quality Papers such as
The Independent, The Times
and
The Scotsman
5
. Also
The Guardian
has
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