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    In the last weeks preceding the collapse of his rational powers, Nietzsche wrote, “I am a rendez-vous of experiences”; the word is indeed rendez-vous. He meant that he had spent his life running toward the world and that the world had been running toward him. This double attraction, this movement, had been central. The immense generosity of his mind had made him the meeting point of cosmic forces, of the social currents of his time, and of the ideas that he seemed so often more to capture than to create. This generosity was a form of love. He showed us in a radical way not the love solely of Being but also of more apparently menial things, of everything that touched his mind—and his heart. That is why there’s no system, no hard center to his work, but a series of fundamental intuitions.


    Strangely enough, Nietzsche brings to my mind the memory of al-Hallaj, though the (Islamic) mysticism of the latter can appear to be at the opposite end of Nietzsche’s views.


    The German philosopher and the tenth-century Arab mystic pushed their creative energies as far as possible, self-sacrificing for their radical commitments. Al-Hallaj had said: “I am the creative Truth.” He affirmed: “I have seen my Lord with the heart’s eye, and asked Him, ‘Who are You?’ He answered to me: ‘You!’”And in his Dithyrambs of Dionysus, Nietzsche indirectly refers to himself as a man who declared, “I am the Truth.” Thus both let themselves be consumed by an itinerary toward the absolute: God, for the one, the transmutation (and explosion) of values, for the other. The overriding principle that ruled al-Hallaj was love, the desire to approach and penetrate the fire of the divine will until death. Al-Hallaj welcomed his condemnation to death by torture and crucifixion as a natural price for his passion. As for himself, Nietzsche chose, as a price for the freedom to pursue his search, an utter solitude that led him to insanity.


    Nietzsche’s intense commitment to his revolutionary and revelatory thinking was doubled by his love for Cosima: in the last writings of his mentally troubled years, he expressed hatred for practically everyone he had ever known, save Cosima Wagner, and his last conscious utterance seems to have been a note he sent her in which he declared (desperately, to say the least): “Ariadne, I love you, Dionysus!”


    It is difficult to dismiss the overwhelming love that fuels the energy of the mystics from all religions.
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