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Why Covid scares the world

The story of an invisible tiny virus

Many years ago, a small virus called Covid was sitting in a cave in the Chinese province of Hubei. The cave was dark, it was uncomfortably cold, and Covid was alone. A large colony of bats lived on the cave ceiling. They were horseshoe bats, a very sociable bat species. Every night the bats flew out of the cave to hunt insects. Covid was alone in the cave and longed for some warmth.
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One morning Covid snuck up to the cave ceiling and waited for the bats to come home. When the sun rose, the horseshoe noses came back. Mr. Wang and Ms. Li landed right next to Covid. They hung their back legs on the cave ceiling, licked their fur and talked about their hunting successes.

It was nice and warm between the bats and Covid made a decision. He crawled down Wang‘s legs unnoticed, slid over the smooth flying skin, and landed in Mr. Wang‘s mouth.
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Mr. Wang didn‘t notice anything because Covid is so tiny that you can only see him under a very powerful microscope. Covid made himself comfortable in Mr. Wang‘s warm mucous membranes and was happy. He lived in Mr. Wang‘s warm body for weeks. He went on an insect hunt every night and hung head down from the cave ceiling during the day. Everything was actually fine, because Covid was no longer cold and was in company.


Friends need to come

What Covid lacked, however, were real friends with whom he could play with. Covid explored Mr. Wang a little from the inside and discovered a host cell in his lungs. The special thing about this cell was that Covid could dock onto it like a rocket connecting to the international space station.
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Now Covid was able to enter the host cell and Covid could replicate itself in the nucleus of the cell. Covid was surprised, he hadn‘t expected that.
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After a short time there were hundreds of little Covids and they all looked the same. Covid was thrilled and he had a huge party in Mr. Wang‘s lungs.
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When the party was really going on, Mr. Wang suddenly had to cough. There was such a strong gust of wind that many of the party guests were torn away. They were catapulted through the windpipe, into Mr. Wang‘s throat, and because his mouth was open, they flew into the cave. Some were able to cling to the many bats hanging around. Those who hadn‘t made it landed on the cave floor and froze to death after a short time.
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Covid was lucky; he had clung to a vesicle in time. In the days that followed, Covid‘s life was accompanied by many of Wang‘s coughing fits. Covid knew the signs of a coughing fit and could always get to safety in time. Mr. Wang‘s coughing fits gradually infected all the bats in the cave. Now there was a constant cough in the cave and all the bats were a little annoyed.

At some point, Mr. Wang and the other bats’ coughing fits disappeared, and Covid and all of his relatives were able to live in peace inside the bats.

One day, Covid heard Mr. Wang say to Ms. Li, “Did you hear? The goshawk from the edge of the forest died yesterday.“ Ms. Li asked, outraged, “Isn‘t that the one who ate our neighbor Mr. Wung?“ Mr. Wang nodded:

“Right, that‘s the bat-eater.“ “But what did he die of?“

Ms. Li wanted to know.

“It is said that he died of pneumonia caused by some virus.“ Covid considered for a moment and realized that his relatives could have been responsible for the death of the crested goshawk. “It‘s mean when a stranger eats your home,“ thought Covid.
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In the following years, such incidents occurred again and again.
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