
Amrita Singh / Soubhik Chakraborty

The Influence of Hindustani Classical Music
on Bollywood Songs.A Statistical Outlook

Master's Thesis

Media





Bibliographic information published by the German National Library:

The German National Library lists this publication in the National Bibliography;
detailed bibliographic data are available on the Internet at http://dnb.dnb.de .

This book is copyright material and must not be copied, reproduced, transferred,
distributed, leased, licensed or publicly performed or used in any way except as
specifically permitted in writing by the publishers, as allowed under the terms and
conditions under which it was purchased or as strictly permitted by applicable
copyright law. Any unauthorized distribution or use of this text may be a direct
infringement of the author's and publisher's rights and those responsible may be
liable in law accordingly.

Imprint:

Copyright © 2019 GRIN Verlag
ISBN: 9783668984356

This book at GRIN:

https://www.grin.com/document/491797



Amrita Singh, Soubhik Chakraborty

The Influence of Hindustani Classical Music on Bolly-
wood Songs. A Statistical Outlook

GRIN Verlag



GRIN - Your knowledge has value

Since its foundation in 1998, GRIN has specialized in publishing academic texts by
students, college teachers and other academics as e-book and printed book. The
website www.grin.com is an ideal platform for presenting term papers, final papers,
scientific essays, dissertations and specialist books.

Visit us on the internet:

http://www.grin.com/

http://www.facebook.com/grincom

http://www.twitter.com/grin_com



INFLUENCE OF HINDUSTANI CLASSICAL MUSIC ON 

BOLLYWOOD SONGS: A STATISTICAL OUTLOOK 

AMRITA SINGH  AND  SOUBHIK CHAKRABORTY 

 

 

Amrita Singh is a final year student of Integrated Mathematics and Computing at 
Department of Mathematics, Birla Institute of Technology, Mesra, Ranchi-835215, 
Jharkhand, India.  

Dr. Soubhik Chakraborty is currently the Professor and Head, Department of 
Mathematics, Birla Institute of Technology, Mesra, Ranchi-835215, Jharkhand, 
India.  

  



II 

PREFACE 

 

Any music originates in the society and develops with the changing realities of it. It 

accepts new and modifies the existing cultural norms in different periods of time. This 

process of acceptance and rejection makes any form of art exist for long. Inspite of all 

this, in various phases, Hindustani classical music, being the base of many popular 

Bollywood songs has helped in their popularity and lifelong existence because of the 

strong focus on melody. A raga, which is the nucleus of Indian classical music-be it 

Hindustani or Carnatic-is a melodic structure with fixed notes and a set of rules which 

characterize a certain mood conveyed by erformance. Hindustani ragas have embraced 

the elements of several Bollywood songs, which has given these songs a strong impact 

despite the strong influence of western art music in Bollywood music industry. The 

present work attempts to study this impact in a legitimate manner using a statistical 

approach emphasizing on statistical modeling of musical structure and performance 

and other statistical features such as note duration and inter onset interval with a case 

study in raga Yaman. It turns out that the same statistical model for both the raga 

bandishand a song based on the same raga, i.e., Yaman, an evening raga of the Kalyan 

thaat.   
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