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    1 Introduction


     


    Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World (1932) is one of the best known dystopian stories of the twentieth century. World State is a globalised future society in Huxley’s novel, which uses technology to sustain the entire control over every trait of human life. The narrative deals with the intervention in human nature by growing humans in a laboratory instead of being born. The development of character traits through personal experiences are replaced by genetic alterations, and extensive conditioning of human’s minds. Under the control of technology, society becomes a consumer driven. Caused by the consumption, Huxley describes a society without feelings of happiness, love or sadness. The engineering marvel enables a preformed “stable” class society through in vitro fertilisation, and a controlled demanding “production” of humans.


     


     Over the recent years Brave New World has been studied from political, technological or psychological perspectives. The Freudian Oedipus complex, general family relations, and the elimination of parenthood through technology are themes Huxley deals with in his novel. Furthermore, it has been considered from a feminist’s point of view. This can be seen through Huxley’s description of the abolition of motherhood, and women’s reduction to sex objects, as women are seen as “bit[s] of meat” (Huxley 70). Additionally, the influence of capitalism on the novel has been studied; including the consequences of exploitation and caste systems.


     


    Dignity is mankind’s unique value, which gives humans the power of self-transcendence. This empowers them to be different to the natural nonhuman species (cf. Heyd 71). Science and engineering establish new ways and opportunities to accomplish the desire to improve humanity. By means of medical and genetic engineering man could be more intelligent, talented, beautiful, and crucially live a healthier and longer life without any particular effort. While this vision generates enthusiasm on the one hand, it triggers anxiety and scepticism on the other hand. Is gene alteration of human nature generally permissible and desirable? Will not authenticity and autonomy go astray when engineering makes us what we are? Are the social impacts sustainable or do we increase social and global inequality? A philosophical debate was raised about these and other questions in the recent years. The English term “Enhancement” gained acceptance as the collective term for diverse physiological, psychological, cognitive and emotional improvement of mankind. However, I will focus on the advantages, disadvantages and consequences of genetic alteration on humans from an ecocritical point of view. As ecocriticism is multifaceted I decided to take a closer look on the interaction between humans or more precisely, the exploitation of humans by humans. Therefore, I will apply an eco-Marxist approach to the novel which represents an anthropocentric ideology (cf. Benton, 28). The paper consists of three sections. Initially, I will explain the term ecocriticism. Secondly, I shall examine the advantages and the disadvantages of human genetic engineering with the example of Brave New World. Finally, the consequences of human genetic engineering are explored. Eventually, the question Why

OEBPS/openpublishing/cover.jpg
English

Michelle Klein

Ecocriticism on Human Genetic
Engineering in Aldous Huxley’s "Brave New
World"

Seminar paper






OEBPS/openpublishing/adv/2/files/grin_epub_ad_EN.png
YOUR KNOWLEDGE HAS VALUE

- We will publish your bachelor's and
master's thesis, essays and papers

- Your own eBook and book -
sold worldwide in all relevant shops

- Earn money with each sale

Upload your text at www.GRIN.com
and publish for free

(G[R[1[N][E]





