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    1. Introduction


     


    “If you’re like most Harry Potter fans, you probably know that Harry’s prized possession is his broomstick, Hermione’s favorite subject is arithmancy, and a magnificient creature called a hippogriff helped Sirius Black evade capture. But did you know that wizards were once thought to fly on pitchforks, arithmancy is an ancient form of fortune-telling, and the hippogriff was first mounted by the legendary knights of Charlemagne?” (Kronzek, Kronzek xiii)


     


    With her Harry Potter novels, Joanne K. Rowling created a magical world including an enormous variety of fantastical characters, creatures, objects, and events. But not everyone immediately notices that a lot of those not only arose from her own imagination, but have their origins in history, mythology, and folklore.


     


    Hardly any other literary work disposes of such a huge collection of real mythology, history, and folklore, and it is nearly impossible to examine all characters’, creatures’ and objects’ roots. That’s why this paper will focus only on one aspect, namely the mythology appearing in the novels. But also here it would lead too far to mention all myths occurring, thus only a selection will be presented in this paper.


     


    When dealing with this topic, some questions arise, that shall be answered in this paper: Which myths, of which kind and origin appear in the stories?  How does Rowling use, embed, and modify them and how does this affect the stories?


     


    To answer these questions first it is important to define the term myth. Then some mythic structures appearing in the novels will be examined, followed by a selection of mythic creatures, and mythic characters. Here some chosen creatures and characters out of the novels, as well as their mythical equivalents will be presented and compared to each other. Finally a conclusion will summarize the most important facts and answer the leading questions.


     

  


  
    2. What is a myth


     


    The word myth comes from the Greek mythos and means story, or word. Myths are traditional stories, which are, mainly oral, transmitted from one person to another and from one generation to another and reflect cultural beliefs and traditions through symbolism (Schafer 127). They are “tales believed as true, usually sacred, set in the distant past or other worlds or parts of the world, and with extra-human, inhuman, or heroic characters” (Magoulick).


     


    Myths are often regarded as false stories, which people used to explain the nature of the universe, because a scientific explanation was not available at that time. Myths often are handed down unchanged to new generations, although the scientific details they contain are outmoded. They are important because they include and deliver values and world views of the cultures that originated them. (Thury, Devinney 5)


     


    Some myths deal with historical events or characters. Historical details are often modified or get a changed emphasis and the myths are therefore not true, but nevertheless they show us how people of a particular era felt and thought, or can alert us to the existence of historical events that might be unknown (Thury, Devinney 8).


     


    Although myths are difficult to describe and definitions differ, there are some general aspects which most of them share: Myths are concerned with the origin and nature of the universe and the setting therefore often is primordial.
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