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    1 Introduction


     


    The narration is primarily about wasted opportunities, about a man who is looking back upon his life and wishes he had acted differently. Through his ‘expedition’, Mr Stevens is granted the opportunity to rethink his life, identify the mistakes he made and avoid them in the future. The question is whether he uses this opportunity wisely or if he wastes it. Already in the prologue Mr Stevens admits to have “a reluctance to change too many of the old ways”, and this will be proven to be all-too true (Ishiguro 7). His behaviour and attitude after the journey which could have been a turning point in his life are by and large not altered after his journey.Mr Stevens is not able to change himself in the important areas, namely his restraint, his extreme professionalism, and the attitude towards his father, although he makes some superficial progress regarding Lord Darlington.


     

  


  
    2 Stevens’ restraint


     


    One of Mr Stevens’ most striking characteristics is the almost inhuman restraint he has strived for his whole life. This restraint –seen as a virtue by Mr Stevens – is the main reason that he has not had any deeper relationships to other people. In order to be looked at properly, this restraint should be divided into two aspects: On the one hand Stevens’ inability to express feelings towards others, and on the other hand his inability to admit to himself to have feelings at all in certain respects.
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