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1. Preface

 

One of the many features of science fiction
is the creation of alternative worlds and societies. The utopia-motif has been a
very creative one in doing so, constantly inspiring authors to pursuit the goal
of imagining a perfect world. The motif is also productive in a sense of
redevelopment, since it serves to lay out the points of criticism that occur
when looking at the “real” world at times. These approaches have resulted in
the formation of new motifs such as dystopia. 

 

Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World is
an ambiguous masterpiece that allows the reader to reveal various levels of
meaning. Researchers mainly suggest it to be read as a satire, but it is also
considered to be a key work of dystopian literature. In this paper I want to
point out the elements that allows us to identify Brave New World as
both a utopian and dystopian narrative. I will concentrate on the points of
view because in my opinion they determine the motif. My thesis is that depending
on the viewpoint of the different characters the two worlds Huxley presents us
can be either interpreted as a utopia or dystopia. 

 

I will begin this seminar paper with a very
short biography and overview of Aldous Huxley’s work. The first chapter will
also briefly touch the major influences and the era in which Huxley wrote Brave
New World. 

 

The second and third chapter aim to
introduce the major terms Utopia and Dystopia, but also outline the two different
worlds Huxley describes in his novel. After that I will explore whether or not
my thesis is applicable and verifiable. I will look at the major characters of Brave
New World, their key features and how they perceive either the World State
or the Savage Reservation. 

 





2. The Author

 

2.1. Aldous Huxley – A short biography

 

Aldous Huxley was born on July 26 1894 into
a family with a well-educated and sophisticated background. His father was
Leonard Huxley, who was the editor of the Cornhill magazine, his grandfather
was the illustrious scientist T. H. Huxley, and his mother was an Arnold, a
famous British intellectual family. Since he was part of this educated aristocracy,
that was a dominant force in the late-nineteenth-century England, he received
the best education at Eton, where he taught after graduating from Balliol
College. 

 

Huxley married Maria Nys in 1919 and spent
much of his time of the following decade in France and Italy. He also travelled
a lot, exploring not only Europe but also the East and America, where he
settled down and lived for many years. He died in California on 22 November
1963. (see Brooke 199)

 

2.2. Work

 

Huxley soon decided to devote himself to
writing. In the beginning of his writing career he struggled with direction,
form and voice (see Keulks 90). His fist published work was a small volume of poems;
his early poetry is mostly satirical or epigrammatic. He is less known as a
poet than as a prose writer, but nevertheless his work was extremely skilled.
The work is remarkable for being unlike the contemporary Georgian school, since
Huxley had been much influenced by the French symbolists. In 1921 his first
novel Crome Yellow appeared, and with it he established his reputation
and – on an aesthetic level – achieved his greatest success. In this book he
develops the essence of the idea that he later elaborated in Brave New World.
Huxley also proved himself as an essayist and published various collections, he
also wrote travel books, biographies and other miscellaneous writings. (see Brooke
199-206)

 

Aldous Huxley was active over five decades
and is remembered as one of the most productive and flexible writer. He
published two or more books per year. In 1932 Brave New World was published,
that, together with Point Counter Point (1928), ensured his
international fame.  Brave New World portrays one of the most celebrated examples of modern technocratic dystopias.
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