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    1. Introduction


     


    In Kazuo Ishiguro´s The Remains of the Day the first person narrator Stevens, a butler on the verge of retirement, undertakes a journey to meet – for what is likely the last time in their lives – his former coworker and love interest Miss Kenton. At the same time, he tries to come to terms with his past by reexamining his memories of his life at Darlington Hall, the choices he made and the values he had.  Throughout his account it becomes increasingly obvious that Stevens´s narration cannot be trusted completely. His comments on, and interpretation of, past events in his life and his portrayal of himself and others in his tale expose him as an unreliable narrator. However, his attempts to deceive himself and others are possibly the most interesting and telltale aspect of the narrative. After all, “the use of an unreliable narrator draws attention to a character´s psychology.”[1]   Paradoxically, the narrator reveals most about himself and his life when he is trying to obscure the truth. The objective here will be to examine how the narrator presents himself, his values and other characters and how the readers of the novel are able to draw conclusions about the amount of truth in Stevens´s story and his motives from the given information.

  


  
    2.  Detecting Unreliable Narration in The Remains of the Day


     


    Although it has already been pointed out in the introduction that Stevens is not a reliable narrator, it is still necessary to clarify how unreliable narration can be detected in the novel. Naturally, there are a number of signs which are fairly easy for the reader to pick up on. “[A] number of textual inconsistencies”[2]and “internal contradictions within the narrator´s discourse”[3] are obvious signals which occur rather frequently throughout Stevens´s account. The butler often betrays his own unreliability by not following up his words with matching actions. He claims to be proud to have worked for Lord Darlington[4], for instance, but whenever someone asks him about his former employer, he denies to have worked for him[5]. Another similar incident occurs, when Miss Kenton enters his pantry and catches him reading a sentimental book. At first Stevens says: “I was not in fact engaged in professional matters”[6], but later he claims to have read the book mostly because of the “professional desirability of good accent and command of language”[7] which he wanted to improve[8]. What makes Stevens´s unreliability especially obvious, though, are his strange values. The qualities he defines for himself and tries to embody sound familiar and relatively common to the reader, but soon one realizes that the meanings he has assigned to the known words are not their normal connotations at all.[9]
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