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1. Introduction



Ernest Callenbach´s
Ecotopia
consists of the reports and diary entries of William Weston, a reporter who is actually the first person to enter the newly modelled country, consisting of Washington, Oregon and Northern California, which broke from the USA in 1980. Seen from 1974, the story is set 25 years in the future in the year of 1999. Ecotopian citizens are described as creative, free-thinking, liberal and energetic people, who place value on work in team configurations and social responsibility. William Weston provides the reader with detailed insights into the Ecotopian lifestyle, politics, sexual freedom, education, and gender relations. However, the main focus of the book is on ecological aspects. This essay is concerned with the ecological concerns and their collective realization in Ecotopia, whereas emphasis will be put on Ecotopia´s food circle, food production and processing, car-less living, television and wares, Ecotopian economy, their woods, plastics, and their way of generating energy from sun and sea.
2. Ecotopia´s food circle



In Ecotopia´s food circle, sewage, garbage and other food wastes are transformed into organic fertilizer and used on the land where they enter the food production cycle. In this respect, every Ecotopian citizen is obliged to compulsively sort out all the garbage into recyclable and compostable categories, which naturally goes together with a lot of personal effort.



Weston points out the fact that sewage practices of earlier days would be considered criminal if they were still carried out, whereas the minister notes that something where people dump garbage in a toxic condition into natural waterways could only be called a “disposal system” that does not only harm nature and public health, but has an unnatural and wasteful objective itself.



Ecotopia is characterized by a national system of natural fertilizer production and sludge drying. After seven years Ecotopians were able to dispense with chemical fertilizers entirely, which they managed by means of garbage composting, sewage











  OEBPS/images/v171957_epub_cover.png
Ecological concerns and their collective realisation in
Ernest Callenbach’s "Ecotopia’

Seminar paper






OEBPS/images/f5ed414e4eec3aa11efc55d232e3d6b7_SMALL.png
Ecological concerns and their collective
realisation
in Ernest Callenbach’s Ecotopia

Literature Course “Utopias and Dystopias”

Katharina Eder

Sommersemester 2010

Lieraure Course Utopias and Dystopias’
Katharina Eder






OEBPS/openpublishing/adv/2/files/grin_epub_ad_EN.png
YOUR KNOWLEDGE HAS VALUE

- We will publish your bachelor's and
master's thesis, essays and papers

- Your own eBook and book -
sold worldwide in all relevant shops

- Earn money with each sale

Upload your text at www.GRIN.com
and publish for free

(G[R[1[N][E]





