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    1 Introduction


     


    Cao’s art and photography is bizarre, playful and unusual: She uses video, conceptual photography, installation and experimental theatre and the Internet as means of expression (Wei/Lynn 2008). Her central themes are “the rapid social and cultural upheavals in China” as well the “‘Speed Urbanism’ with its processes of social and economic change” (Seifermann 2008). It’s her photography work on which I concentrate in this seminar report, which mostly was created as side-projects to video works (Cao 2009).


     


     Hou Hanrou sees the main topic of her work in the “Brand-New Human Beings (xinxin renlei)” of China, the young generation of Chinese citizens. They experience “serious alienation and solitude generated by the ‘new values’ of urban and commercial society” (Catalogue Sittard 2006).


     


    She evaluates Chinese youth identities through pop culture, which clashes with decreasing traditional Chinese values and sets them in relation to contemporary society and global and local influences. Her work, in short terms, could be described as abandoning current local art styles like political pop and cynical realism in favour of ambiguous vocabulary (Holmes 2007): “I want to see what happens when I connect with different pop culture all over the word. A bridge between art and pop culture, that’s what I want to be” she states (Oyama 2007).


     


    The aim of this paper will be to investigate how Fei evaluates the lives of Chinese youth in artistic as well as presentational means. How does she situate herself in a global art discourse? What are the local and the global influences and traces in her work?


     


    I will start with the artist itself, describing her personal influences and experiences, to continue with theories of cultural globalization, the melting of the local and global spheres and agencies to be able to explain in a next step the negotiation of Chinese youth identities in contemporary China. I will blend these insights with particular photographs of Cao’s work. In a final step, I will try to situate her in a local and a global art discourse, using the presented material.


     


    The literature about Cao Fei is plentifull, but because she had her first solo exhibitions only five years ago (2004), there hasn’t been published a lot of extensive material about her yet. I will use information form group as well as solo exhibitions in which she contributed and complete it with magazine articles as well as philosophical literature about identity and contemporary Chinese youth culture.


     


      In a final step, I will try to summarize the answers to my questions and reflect about problems and uncertainties faced during the working process.

  


  
    2 Biography of Cao Fei


     


    Cao was born 1978 in Guangzhou, a costal city in South-China and Special Economic Zone, which felt the changes of Chinas economic reform as one of the first places in the country.
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