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    1. ‘Englishness’ in Kazuo Ishiguro’s The Remains of the Day


     


    1.1 Stevens, the English butler


     


    In his novel The Remains of the Day (1989) the Japanese British novelist Kazuo Ishiguro tries to question the nature of ‘Englishness’ and its values. The author personifies Englishness in his protagonist Mr Stevens, a butler who can be considered to be more English than any other English butler. Stevens has a strict sense of rank, he is a perfectionist and eager to please. His home is in the memory of his past. But Ishiguro’s butler does not only operate as a domestic servant. He also fulfils a metaphorical sense. Indeed, Stevens represents the mythic England, not so much the historically accurate one when he points out that “[he] tended to concern [him]self with international affairs more than domestic ones” (RD, p.
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