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    1           Introduction


     


    Virginia Woolf is regarded as one of the great writers in modern fiction. She wrote innovative pieces of fiction for she used the stream-of-consciousness and experimented with different point of views. Furthermore, the treatment of time is an important issue in her fiction as she broke with the traditional chronological narration. This paper will discuss Virginia Woolf’s concepts of time theoretically and in her novels Mrs Dalloway and To the Lighthouse.


     


    First of all, it is necessary to understand that time itself is and has always been a problematic concept which has been subject to philosophical discussion. People have been obsessed with control and domination of time. They measure it and create linear segments, such as days, minutes and seconds. In Modernism, new concepts of time came up and especially the concepts of time by Henri Bergson influenced the writers of Modernism. Woolf as a modern writer and critic was strongly influenced by these new concepts. This can be seen in her experimental fiction and her usage of time in her novels. Therefore, a brief outline of the main characteristics of Modernism will be given to understand the context in which the discussion is embedded. Furthermore, Henri Bergson’s concepts of time will be presented briefly as they have been the most influential in modern fiction. Finally, Woolf’s own theoretical concepts of time will be explained. She concentrated especially on the distinction between moments of being and non-being which will be defined.


     


    In the following, it will be examined how she applied these concepts of time in two of her novels. Mrs Dalloway, published in 1925, and To the Lighthouse, written and published after Mrs Dalloway in 1927, will be analysed with a special focus on the treatment of time. It will be examined how time influences the structures of the novels and how its dimensions, past and present, are treated. Especially past times effecting present situation and present moments evoking past memories are of importance. Furthermore, this paper will identify moments of being in the novels and analyse how they are perceived in respect to time. Finally, the treatment of time in the two novels will be compared. It will be examined if there is a development in her concepts and if so, the changes will be highlighted. 

  


  
    2           Theoretical Background


     


    Woolf herself wrote a brief overview survey on the modern practice of art in her article “Modern Fiction”[1]. She regarded Modernism as an improvement to the style of writing of the previous epoch. Modern writers put emphasis on the spirit in their fiction whereas traditional writers are regarded as materialists and are concerned with the body (MF: 2149). Her judgement on materialists is “that they write of unimportant things; that they spend immense skills and immense industry making the trivial and the transitory appear true and important” (MF: 2149). Modern writers do not work according to the rules of writing tradition, which she calls “powerful and unscrupulous tyrant” (MF: 2150). In her opinion, the writings following tradition are artificial and can not capture reality. Woolf demands to look at life and “examine for a moment an ordinary mind on an ordinary day” (MF: 2150). Modern writing is based on subjective experience and the impressions the mind receives. Hence, authors should write according to their feelings and not according to tradition which limits their writing. If fiction is to project life, it cannot be symmetrically arranged or have a certain plot (MF: 2150). As the inner spirit is to be captured, any method or technique is possible to achieve this, there are no limitations in Modernism (MF: 2151). The new perceptions of the subject’s experiences and to capture them in fiction are also connected to the individual perception of time. Woolf’s understandings of time have been influenced by many philosophers and intellectuals of her time. As a member of the Bloomsbury Group, she had intensive access to many new thoughts and ideas. Although Leonard Woolf stated in a letter that she never actually read Henri Bergson’s philosophy on time, she had contact to one of his scholars, T.
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