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1. Introductory Remarks



This paper is taking interest in Madonna and psychoanalysis, yet it is not supposed to conclude as an analysis of Madonna and her psychic condition as a patient. However, what I am trying to do on the following pages is to detect and employ various concepts of Freud’s revolutionary theory (or rather theories) in the context of pop star Madonna and her music videos in particular. Initiated by a seminar on psychoanalysis and literature, this paper tries to portray how influential Freud’s findings were and to this day still are, but probably also that the post-Freudian society at times seems to escape into thoroughly explaining matters with the help of their layman understandings and ideas of psychoanalysis. What I am trying to say is that one is tempted to overdo interpretations with the help of psychoanalysis, ignoring the fact that it has limitations as well. I noticed myself, especially, becoming oblivious to that fact when analyzing Madonna. That occurrence, however, exemplifies how prone we are, as post-Freudians, to employ this theory in our thinking, understanding, and interpretation of ideas and concepts; not only in academic spheres, but also in everyday life.



I have tried to structure this paper in accordance of the various psychoanalytic concepts that I chose to discuss in regard to Madonna’s music videos. However, my intended agenda for this essay proved somewhat incompatible with my findings, which means that quite frequently there was no clear-cut distinction to make between, for instance, the universal prominence of sexuality and the dream and their overall importance in applying psychoanalytic theory on literary texts (in this case on music videos and sequences). Owing to better readability and coherence, however, I still arranged this paper in chapters, pointing out once more that crossreferences and repetitions to some extent are indispensable.



Since the focus of this paper is on Madonna’s music videos, visual representations so to speak, I start out discussing the importance of psychoanalysis and its ramifications for film theory. I have struggled with the equalization of entire films, in which film theory is based, and music videos; yet I have found that these sequences, in a way, tell entire stories as well, and, owing to their limitations in regard to the time frame, are condensed to a much larger extent than are ordinary films, which is reflected in the frequent employment of symbolism and ciphers in music-video composition (This condensation itself implies a close similarity to Freud’s comments about the dream-work.) Beginning with general theoretical observations on film theory and psychoanalysis in terms of modes and conventions of perception I will lead to the
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discussion of the actual contents of Madonna’s music videos in regard to at least some of Freud’s ideas.



2. Part I - Preliminary Theory



The noticeable affinity of literary studies and psychoanalysis not only becomes prominent when taking into consideration that psychoanalytic models and theory development were contingent upon or at least oriented themselves on myths rather than having a distinct scientific basis but also, and probably to a much higher degree, considering that both concern themselves with language and texts and, accordingly, decipher or decode them to expose latent meanings and separate them from the manifest contents. That linkage between the two disciplines would be conferrable to film theory as well.



2.1 Psychoanalysis And Film: A Theoretical Cross-Over



Whereas the discourse in regard to psychoanalysis is based on practical (“talking cure”) rather than theoretical grounds, discourses in film theory emphasize a cultural practice of imagination (Kappelhoff 2002: 130). In that respect, cinema and film are media of exchange processes maintaining specific relationships to the unconsciousness of society and its individuals.
1
Stressing this relationship, film becomes comparable to the analytic discourse, i.e. conscious symbolic actions correlate with unconscious psychic activities (Kappelhoff 2002: 130).



Independent of the actual contents of films, they generate and convey ideological consciousness, meaning that display formats, narrative structures, and cinematic codes stress the consciousness-building function of film and modes of its reception. Thus, psychoanalytic concepts in film describe a cultural practice which is primarily determined by exercitations of imaginativeness and the satisfaction of lusts (Kappelhoff 2002: 133). The realistic effect of



1
In his essay “Civilization And Its Discontents” Freud concerns himself with the emergence of culture within society and discusses concepts which are essential for the functioning of society and the establishment of culture.
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