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    1.  Introduction


     


     Woman is not born, but made.


    Simone de Beauvoir


     


    This paper attempts to present a view of American women in the 1950s. During that time, women were primarily seen as bearers of children and as housekeepers and homemakers. The discrimination against women was at height in the 1950’s and it was carried out in a subtle way. Women were told to put home and family first because the family was the core of a free society.[1] This message was carried on to the women of that time through the media and the attitudes of the patriarchal society. Many followed this message blindly and saw their sole challenge in organizing the household. Only few resisted and stood up against this anti-woman attitude.


     


    The main thesis of the paper will state that women in the 1950s were constructed by men according to their manly wishes and perceptions. The woman was reduced to household duties and child raising and therefore, an oppression of the females took place. They were undermined according to the values of the Fifties and one of the most important value of that time was the family unit.


     


    Some instances of the construction of the woman will be shown on the example of Cathy Whitaker, the main character from the movie “Far from Heaven” by Todd Haynes. Cathy portraits the perfect housewife who is a submissive woman and a mother of two obedient children. In the center of the perfect family is Cathy’s husband Frank. The character Cathy Whitaker depicts the superlatively 50s housewife and I want to give an account on how she is constructed on different levels. Moreover, the paper will take a critical look at the Puritan values of the 50s and how they lead to the production process of the perfect female.

  


  
    2. America in the 1950s


     


    The Fifties were a very controversial period. On the one hand, harmonious families lived joyfully in the suburbs but on the other, they struggled to cope with the post-war situation. The situation can be described by the motto “Mehr Schein als Sein”.


     


    The most important characteristics of this tense period were the fear about nuclear war and the spread of communism.
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