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INTRODUCTION



Albert Camus understood the novel as philosophy translated into images. His characters embody ethical theorems and enact the respective patterns of behaviour. This applies also to Tarrou, besides Rieux and Rambert one of the main characters in Camus’ novel
The Plague,
which was begun and secretly spread as an underground testimony during the author’s time at the résistance newspaper
Combat,
to be published in its complete form in 1947. Four main discourses intersect in Tarrou. His persona is constituted by the discourses of Truth, History, Life and Death. The following is an examination of them and the relations between them. (The relations are signalled to some extent by ‘links’ in capital letters). Since Camus shaped Tarrou in part after himself - Tarrou’s biography resembles Camus’ unfinished autobiography
The First Man
- this may also shed some light on the intellectual and emotional forces at work in Camus when he was writing down
The Plague.



TRUTH



No character in
The Plague
has a stronger and more explicit relationship to truth than Tarrou. He distrusts the consoling quality of lies. Even when he faces the possibility to be infected with plague and is thus confronted with his own DEATH, he repeatedly insists that Rieux tells him the truth about his condition. (cf. 284, 287)
1
But this is the only occasion when Tarrou is in need of learning the truth. He says about himself that he has “little left to learn.” (129) When asked whether he really thinks he knows everything about life, he answers in the affirmative. (cf. 130)



Tarrou’s relationship to truth is essentially a Freudian one. Taking a stance very close to that of Freud’s
Thoughts for the Times on War and Death,
he lives life in acceptance of the true yet unappealing nature of man.
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