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Introduction



George Orwell's story about the rebellion of farm animals chasing all humans from the farm and running the farm by their own power is well known by readers all over the world. This seminar paper will research why George Orwell wrote
Animal Farm
as a fable based in a rural, English landscape. After a short biography about the author, the reader will be introduced into the meaning of
fable
and
satire
for the story and get an idea why the setting in a rural English scenery is meaningful to Orwell.



About the Author



George Orwell
is the pen name for Eric Arthur Blair, born on 25 June 1903 at Motihari, India as the son of the British Richard Walmsley Blair, who has been working at the Indian Goverment's Opium Department and his wife Ida Mabel Blair who took Eric and his older sister back to England in 1904.
1
First being educated at a local school, Eric attented a prepatory boarding school in 1911. In 1916 he had left the boarding school and studied for a term at Wellington College before he became a scholar at Eton in 1917. After leaving Eton in 1921, Orwell went to Burma in 1922 to serve with the Indian Imperial Police as an Assistant Superindendent of Police. In 1927 Orwell left Burma and went to London and later to Paris on a voluntary trip of tramping and living a rough life. In 1929 Orwell returned to England and moved to Southwold, the hometown of his parents, teaching, tramping and hop-picking.
2
These „low-life experiences“
3
made Orwell fully aware of the
existence
of the working class and increased his dislike for authority.
4
From January to March 1936 Orwell again travelled to observe the working class and to live with them. By the end of that year Orwell went to Spain and fought in the Spanish Civil War. He joined the
United Marxist Workers' Party (Poum)
to observe the war and write about it as a journalist. Being disillusioned with the way marxism turned out to be, Orwell left POUM and joined the contingent of the
Independent Labour Party.
In 1937 Orwell got injured by a shot through the throat, returned to Britain and wrote
Homage to



1 Roger Fowler,
The Language of George Orwell,
Houndsmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire, London 1995, page 1



2 Fowler, page 2



3 Fowler, page 2



4 George Orwell,
Why I write,
page 12
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producer in the Indian section of the BBC from 1941 to 1943.
5
In 1943 he had to give up his work at the Home Guard as well due to his poor health. At the end of that year Orwell gave up his job at the BBC and worked as a journalist as well as a social and political essayist for the
Tribune, The Observer
and for the
Manchester Evening News.
6
Orwell's
Animal Farm,
which he wrote in 1943-44 and which was published in 1945, was a great success and Orwell became famous all over the world.
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