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Fonética
A0 The Spanish Alphabet and Pronunciation

Learning goals

	The learner can recognise and name all letters of the Spanish alphabet.

	The learner can read aloud simple Spanish words using basic pronunciation rules.

	The learner can identify which syllable receives stress in a written Spanish word.





Spanish is a phonetic language: one letter, one sound. With very few exceptions, every letter in a written Spanish word is pronounced, and it is always pronounced the same way - so once you learn the sounds of the alphabet, you can read any Spanish word out loud.


The Spanish Alphabet (El abecedario)

The modern Spanish alphabet has 27 letters. The table below shows each letter, its conventional Spanish name, and a pronunciation hint for English speakers.

Vowels - The Foundation

Spanish has five pure vowels. Each vowel has exactly one sound; vowels never change or go 'silent'.


	a - like the a in father

	e - like the e in bed

	i - like the ee in see

	o - like the o in more (no glide)

	u - like the oo in food



Consonants Worth Special Attention


	c - before e or i: like English s (Latin America) or th in think (Spain); before a, o, u: like English k

	g - before e or i: a rasping h sound; before a, o, u: like English g in go

	h - always silent

	j - a strong h sound (like clearing your throat gently)

	ll - in most of Latin America and Spain, sounds like English y in yes

	ñ - like ny in canyon

	qu - always a k sound (the u is silent); only appears before e or i

	r - single r between vowels: a quick tap; double rr or r at the start of a word: a trill

	v - identical to b in Spanish; both make a soft b sound

	x - usually like English ks; in some words of indigenous origin (e.g. México) it sounds like j

	y - alone it means 'and'; as a consonant it sounds like y in yes

	z - like s in Latin America; like th in think in most of Spain



Stress Rules (La acentuación)

Spanish stress follows three simple rules:


	If a word ends in a vowel, -n, or -s, stress the second-to-last syllable: ca-SA, ha-BLAN, li-BROS.

	If a word ends in any other consonant, stress the last syllable: ha-BLAR, ciu-DAD, es-PA-ñol.

	If a word breaks either rule, a written accent (´) shows you exactly which syllable to stress: mú-si-ca, ca-FÉ, fá-cil.




The 27 Letters of the Spanish Alphabet

	Letter	Name (Spanish)	Pronunciation hint for English speakers

	A a	a	like 'a' in father

	B b	be	like English 'b' (also written 'be larga' in some countries)

	C c	ce	'k' before a, o, u; 's' (Latin Am.) or 'th' (Spain) before e, i

	D d	de	like English 'd'; softer between vowels (close to 'th' in 'the')

	E e	e	like 'e' in bed

	F f	efe	like English 'f'

	G g	ge	strong 'h' before e, i; like 'g' in go before a, o, u

	H h	hache	always silent

	I i	i	like 'ee' in see

	J j	jota	strong 'h' (like a breathy 'h')

	K k	ka	like English 'k' (mainly in foreign words)

	L l	ele	like English 'l'

	M m	eme	like English 'm'

	N n	ene	like English 'n'

	Ñ ñ	eñe	like 'ny' in canyon

	O o	o	like 'o' in more, no glide

	P p	pe	like English 'p' but without the puff of air

	Q q	cu	always 'k'; only before e or i (the u is silent)

	R r	erre	single: quick tap; double rr or word-initial: rolled trill

	S s	ese	like English 's'

	T t	te	like English 't' but without the puff of air

	U u	u	like 'oo' in food

	V v	uve	identical to b in Spanish (soft 'b')

	W w	doble uve	like English 'w' (only in foreign words)

	X x	equis	usually 'ks'; 'h' in some indigenous-origin words

	Y y	ye	like 'y' in yes (as consonant); means 'and' alone

	Z z	zeta	's' in Latin America; 'th' as in think in most of Spain



Stress Rules at a Glance

	Word ending	Stressed syllable	Example	Breakdown

	Vowel, -n, or -s	Second-to-last	libro	LI-bro

	Vowel, -n, or -s	Second-to-last	hablan	HA-blan

	Other consonant	Last syllable	hablar	ha-BLAR

	Other consonant	Last syllable	ciudad	ciu-DAD

	Written accent (´)	Accented syllable	música	MÚ-si-ca

	Written accent (´)	Accented syllable	café	ca-FÉ



English spelling is famously unpredictable - consider 'though', 'through', 'tough', and 'thought', all spelled with -ough yet all pronounced differently. Spanish works the opposite way: the relationship between spelling and sound is almost perfectly regular, so the same combination of letters always produces the same sound.

English vowels are also very different. English has roughly 15 vowel sounds and many of them shift quality depending on stress ('photograph' vs. 'photography'). Spanish has exactly five vowel sounds and they never change. The letter i in Spanish is always 'ee', never the 'eye' sound of English i in 'time'. The letter e is always 'eh', never the 'ee' of English 'me'. This is the single biggest adjustment English speakers need to make: resist the urge to apply English vowel values to Spanish letters.

Another key contrast is the silent h. In English, h is usually heard ('hat', 'hotel'). In Spanish, h is always completely silent - hola begins with the vowel 'o', not any 'h' sound. Finally, the written accent mark in Spanish (´) is not decorative: it is a precise instruction telling you exactly which syllable to stress, something English punctuation never does.


Common mistakes

hotel → /hotel/ (pronouncing the h) → hotel → /otel/ (silent h)In Spanish the letter H is always silent. English speakers instinctively voice it because English H is usually pronounced. Drop the H sound entirely.

si → /saɪ/ (like English 'sigh') → si → /si/ (like 'see')The Spanish letter I always sounds like 'ee', never like the English 'eye' diphthong. This affects many common words: mi, ti, vi, sí.

me → /miː/ (like English 'me') → me → /me/ (like 'meh')The Spanish letter E always sounds like the vowel in 'bed', not like the 'ee' of English 'me'. Apply this to every Spanish E you see.

gracias → /ˈgreɪsiəs/ → gracias → /ˈɡɾa.sjas/Every letter in 'gracias' is pronounced (the H-rule does not apply here, there is no H). The A is 'ah', the I is 'ee', and there is no silent or reduced vowel anywhere.

España → /esˈpeɪnjə/ → España → /esˈpa.ɲa/The ñ is a distinct letter with its own sound ('ny' as in 'canyon'). It is not the same as a plain N. Also note the stress falls on the second syllable because the word ends in a vowel.

queso → /ˈkweso/ (pronouncing the u in qu) → queso → /ˈkeso/In the combinations QUE and QUI, the U is always silent - it exists only to keep the Q sounding like 'k'. Think of it as a spelling convention, not a vowel to pronounce.

hablar → stress on HA- (hablar ends in -r, a consonant) → hablar → stress on -BLAR (last syllable)Words ending in a consonant other than N or S are stressed on the final syllable. Since R is not N or S, hablar is ha-BLAR, not HA-blar.


Remember
"In Spanish, what you SEE is what you SAY - one letter, one sound, every time." And when stress breaks the pattern, the accent mark is your arrow pointing straight to the right syllable.




Sustantivo & Artículo
A0 Gender & Articles

Learning goals

	The learner can identify whether a common Spanish noun is masculine or feminine.

	The learner can match the correct definite article (el/la) to a noun.

	The learner can use un/una correctly with familiar singular nouns.





You walk into a café in Madrid and point to a menu. You want to say "the coffee" - but is it el café or la café? You try "the table" - el mesa or la mesa? In Spanish, every single noun carries a gender: masculine or feminine. This gender is not about biology - it is a grammatical label that tells you which article to use. Get the article right and your Spanish sounds natural straight away.


Every Spanish noun is either masculine or feminine. Use el before masculine nouns and la before feminine nouns.


The four basic articles

Spanish has two types of article: definite ('the') and indefinite ('a / an').

How to guess gender from spelling


	Nouns ending in -o → usually masculine: libro, vaso, gato

	Nouns ending in -a → usually feminine: mesa, silla, puerta

	Nouns ending in -ción / -sión / -dad / -tad → feminine: canción, ciudad

	Some nouns break the pattern and must be memorised: el día (masc.), la mano (fem.), el mapa (masc.)



A simple tip

Learn every new noun together with its article: not just mesa but la mesa. Store them as a pair from day one.


Definite and indefinite articles (singular)

	Gender	Definite ('the')	Indefinite ('a/an')	Example

	Masculine	el	un	el libro / un libro

	Feminine	la	una	la mesa / una mesa



Common nouns by gender - spot the pattern

	Masculine (el / un)	Feminine (la / una)

	el libro (book)	la mesa (table)

	el gato (cat)	la silla (chair)

	el vaso (glass)	la puerta (door)

	el día (day) ⚠️	la mano (hand) ⚠️

	el mapa (map) ⚠️	la ciudad (city)



In English, the word 'the' works for every noun - 'the book', 'the table', 'the city' - with no gender involved. Spanish splits this single word into two: el for masculine nouns and la for feminine ones. English learners often want to use one article for everything, but in Spanish the article is your first signal of a noun's gender and you must match it every time.

English also uses 'a/an' based purely on sound (a book, an apple). Spanish uses un or una based on grammatical gender, not sound: un libro (a book, masc.), una mesa (a table, fem.). There is no sound-based rule - gender drives the choice entirely.


Common mistakes

la libro → el libro'Libro' ends in -o, which signals masculine gender, so it takes 'el', not 'la'.

el mesa → la mesa'Mesa' ends in -a, which signals feminine gender, so it takes 'la', not 'el'.

el mano → la mano'Mano' ends in -o but is one of the irregular exceptions - it is feminine. Memorise it as 'la mano'.

la día → el día'Día' ends in -a but is masculine. It is a common irregular noun that must be learnt as 'el día'.

una libro → un libroThe indefinite article must also match gender. 'Libro' is masculine, so use 'un', not 'una'.

el ciudad → la ciudadNouns ending in -dad are always feminine in Spanish, so 'ciudad' takes 'la'.


Remember
Think of el and la as name tags: every Spanish noun wears one from birth - your job is to read the tag.




Verbo
A0 Ser: Your First Spanish Verb

Learning goals

	The learner can identify and use the present-tense forms of ser with singular and plural subjects.

	The learner can introduce themselves and others using ser with names, nationalities, and professions.

	The learner can distinguish which basic identity facts in Spanish use ser rather than another verb.





Imagine you walk into a language class on the first day. The teacher smiles and says: «Hola, soy la profesora Martínez. ¿Y tú?» You want to answer: «I am Tom. I am American.» Just two sentences - but they unlock the door to Spanish. The verb hiding inside both of them is ser. It is the very first verb most Spanish learners need, and today you will own all six of its present-tense forms.


Use ser to state who or what someone fundamentally is - their name, origin, nationality, and profession.

Think of ser as a permanent label: it answers the question "What kind of thing/person is this?"


Present tense of ser - full paradigm

The six forms below are completely irregular - they do not follow any standard pattern, so you need to memorise them directly.

Singular


	yo → soy

	tú → eres

	él / ella / usted → es



Plural


	nosotros / nosotras → somos

	ellos / ellas / ustedes → son




Note on second-person plural: Ustedes is the standard form used throughout Latin America and is also widely accepted in Spain. In Spain, many speakers additionally use vosotros/vosotras → sois in informal speech, but ustedes works everywhere.



Main uses at A0 level


	Name - Soy Ana. / Ella es Marco.

	Nationality / origin - Soy americano. / Somos mexicanos.

	Profession - Él es doctor. / Son estudiantes.




Ser - presente de indicativo

	Pronoun	Form	English equivalent

	yo	soy	I am

	tú	eres	you are (singular, informal)

	él / ella / usted	es	he is / she is / you are (formal)

	nosotros / nosotras	somos	we are

	ellos / ellas / ustedes	son	they are / you are (plural)



English has three present-tense forms of "to be": am, is, and are. Spanish has five distinct forms (soy, eres, es, somos, son), so the mapping is not one-to-one - you cannot simply pick the English form and translate it directly.

More importantly, English requires a subject pronoun: you must say "I am", never just "Am." Spanish is a pro-drop language, meaning the pronoun is optional because the verb ending itself signals who the subject is. Soy estudiante is perfectly correct without yo - the -oy ending already tells a listener the subject is first-person singular. Pronouns are added in Spanish mainly for emphasis or clarity, not as a grammatical rule.

Finally, English uses one verb - "to be" - for both permanent identity (I am a doctor) and temporary state (I am tired). Spanish splits this work between ser (identity, origin, profession) and estar (states and location). At this stage, focus only on ser; you will meet estar soon.


Common mistakes

Yo soy es doctor. → Él es doctor.Each Spanish sentence needs only ONE verb form. 'Soy' is first-person (I) and 'es' is third-person (he/she). Pick the one that matches the subject - never stack two forms of ser.

Soy un estudiante. → Soy estudiante.When stating a profession or role with ser, Spanish normally drops the article ('un'/'una'). Unlike English ('I am a student'), Spanish says simply 'Soy estudiante'.

Somos americano. → Somos americanos.Adjectives and nouns of nationality must agree in number with the subject. A plural subject ('somos') needs a plural form: 'americanos', not 'americano'.

Ella es americana femenino. → Ella es americana.You never write or say the word 'femenino' to mark gender. Instead, the adjective itself changes its ending: 'americano' (masculine) → 'americana' (feminine). The ending does all the work.

¿Tú eres de dónde? → ¿De dónde eres (tú)?In Spanish questions, the question word (or the phrase containing it) comes first. 'De dónde' must open the question. The pronoun 'tú' is optional and goes after the verb when included.

Ellos es hermanos. → Ellos son hermanos.The plural subject 'ellos' requires the plural form 'son', not the singular 'es'. Always match the verb form to the subject.


Remember
"SER = a permanent label: name, nation, profession." - If you are sticking a permanent tag on someone, reach for ser: soy, eres, es, somos, son.




Verbo
A0 Numbers & hay

Learning goals

	The learner can count from 0 to 100 in Spanish.

	The learner can use hay to state that something exists or to say how many things there are.

	The learner can ask simple questions with ¿Cuántos/Cuántas…? and answer with a number plus hay.





Hay is the one Spanish word for both there is and there are. It never changes form. Put a number (or un/una) directly after it: hay + number + noun.


Numbers 0-100

0-15 (learn each form individually)

These forms must be memorised one by one.

16-29 (written as one word)

From 16 to 29 the tens and units fuse into a single word: dieciséis, diecisiete, etc.

30-99 (tens + y + units)

From 31 onward the pattern is always: tens + y + units (e.g. treinta y uno, cuarenta y cinco).

100

Cien when it stands alone or precedes a noun; ciento when more units follow (e.g. ciento uno).



hay + quantity + noun

The structure is fixed and very simple:


	¿Hay…? - Is there / Are there…?

	Hay un/una + noun - There is a…

	Hay + number + noun - There are [number]…

	No hay + noun - There is/are no…




Numbers 0-29

	Number	Spanish

	0	cero

	1	uno / un / una

	2	dos

	3	tres

	4	cuatro

	5	cinco

	6	seis

	7	siete

	8	ocho

	9	nueve

	10	diez

	11	once

	12	doce

	13	trece

	14	catorce

	15	quince

	16	dieciséis

	17	diecisiete

	18	dieciocho

	19	diecinueve

	20	veinte

	21	veintiuno

	22	veintidós

	23	veintitrés

	24	veinticuatro

	25	veinticinco

	26	veintiséis

	27	veintisiete

	28	veintiocho

	29	veintinueve



Tens 30-100

	Number	Spanish	Example (+ y + unit)

	30	treinta	treinta y uno

	40	cuarenta	cuarenta y dos

	50	cincuenta	cincuenta y tres

	60	sesenta	sesenta y cuatro

	70	setenta	setenta y cinco

	80	ochenta	ochenta y seis

	90	noventa	noventa y siete

	100	cien / ciento	ciento uno



hay in use

	Spanish	Meaning

	Hay una silla.	There is a chair.

	Hay tres sillas.	There are three chairs.

	No hay sillas.	There are no chairs.

	¿Hay mesas?	Are there any tables?

	¿Cuántas personas hay?	How many people are there?



English uses two separate expressions - there is (singular) and there are (plural) - and you must choose the right one depending on whether the noun is singular or plural. Spanish collapses both into the single invariable word hay, so you never have to decide between a singular and a plural form. Say hay un libro, say hay diez libros - same word, zero change.

Another key difference involves the number one. English uses one as both an independent number and the article a/an. Spanish splits this work: un is used before masculine nouns (un café), una before feminine nouns (una mesa), and uno is the standalone number when no noun follows (e.g. when counting: uno, dos, tres…). This gender agreement has no parallel in English.


Common mistakes

Hay son tres libros. → Hay tres libros.hay already means 'there are' - adding a verb like son ('are') duplicates the idea. hay stands alone; no extra verb is needed.

Hays muchos estudiantes. → Hay muchos estudiantes.hay never changes. It is not conjugated for number or person, so there is no plural form like *hays*.

Hay una libro. → Hay un libro.libro is masculine, so the article must be un, not una. The article must agree in gender with the noun that follows.

Hay veinteuno personas. → Hay veintiún personas. / Hay veintiuna personas.The 20s are written as one fused word (veinti-). Before a masculine noun use veintiún, before a feminine noun use veintiuna.

¿Cuánto personas hay? → ¿Cuántas personas hay?cuánto must agree in gender and number with the noun it modifies. Personas is feminine plural, so the correct form is cuántas.

Treinta y uno euros. → Treinta y un euros.uno shortens to un before a masculine noun, just as uno becomes un in all compound numbers (treinta y un, cuarenta y un, etc.).


Remember
One word, one rule: hay never changes - just drop your number in after it and you're done.




Pronombre
A0 Subject Pronouns

Learning goals

	The learner can identify and name the subject pronouns in Spanish.

	The learner can match each Spanish subject pronoun to its English equivalent.

	The learner can use yo, tú, él, ella, and usted in simple spoken or written phrases.





Imagine you walk into a café in Mexico City. The server smiles and asks: ¿Y usted, qué desea? - and your friend nudges you and whispers: That 'usted' means you! A moment later, you want to order for yourself and you start with Yo… Spanish has a small set of words - the subject pronouns - that tell everyone who is doing the action. There are only a handful to learn, and once you know them, every Spanish sentence starts to make sense.


A subject pronoun tells you WHO performs the action. Spanish has singular pronouns (one person) and plural pronouns (more than one person), and it also marks whether you are speaking formally or informally.


The Spanish Subject Pronouns

Subject pronouns are grouped by person (1st, 2nd, 3rd) and number (singular, plural).

Key distinctions


	tú = informal 'you' (a friend, a child, a family member)

	usted = formal 'you' (a stranger, a boss, an older person) - abbreviated Ud.

	ustedes = 'you all' (used in all of Latin America and internationally) - abbreviated Uds.

	(In Spain, speakers also use vosotros/vosotras for an informal 'you all', but ustedes is universally understood and used worldwide.)

	él / ella share the same verb form but refer to different genders.

	nosotros / nosotras and ellos / ellas change ending for gender: -os for all-male or mixed groups, -as for all-female groups.




Spanish Subject Pronouns

	Person	Singular	English	Plural	English

	1st	yo	I	nosotros / nosotras	we

	2nd (informal)	tú	you	ustedes	you all

	2nd (formal)	usted	you (formal)	ustedes	you all

	3rd (masc.)	él	he	ellos	they (masc. / mixed)

	3rd (fem.)	ella	she	ellas	they (fem.)



In English, subject pronouns are always required - you cannot drop them. Saying 'Is a doctor' instead of 'He is a doctor' sounds broken in English. In Spanish, however, the verb ending already shows who the subject is, so speakers often leave the pronoun out entirely: Es médico (He is a doctor) is perfectly correct without él. At this very early stage you will see both patterns - with and without the pronoun - and both are right.

Spanish also splits one English word into several. The single English word 'you' covers four Spanish options: tú (informal singular), usted (formal singular), ustedes (plural, used everywhere), and in Spain vosotros/vosotras (informal plural). Choosing the right one matters for politeness, just as knowing when to say 'sir' or 'ma'am' matters in English.


Common mistakes

El es mi padre. → Él es mi padre.'él' (he) must carry a written accent mark to distinguish it from 'el' (the). Without the accent, the word means 'the', not 'he'.

Tu eres mi amiga. → Tú eres mi amiga.'tú' (you, informal) needs an accent mark. Without it, 'tu' means 'your' - a different word entirely.

Yo es estudiante. → Yo soy estudiante.The pronoun 'yo' pairs with 'soy', the first-person singular form of 'ser'. Using 'es' (third-person) with 'yo' is a mismatch in person.

Ellas son de España. Ellas trabajan mucho. → Ellas son de España. Trabajan mucho.In Spanish the subject pronoun is often dropped after it has been established. Repeating it in every sentence sounds unnatural; native speakers omit it unless there is a reason to emphasise or clarify.

Usted eres muy simpático. → Usted es muy simpático.'usted' is grammatically third-person even though it means 'you (formal)'. It always takes the third-person verb form 'es', not the second-person 'eres'.

Nosotros chicas somos de Cuba. → Nosotras somos de Cuba.When all members of a group are female, use 'nosotras'. 'Nosotros' is for all-male or mixed groups. You do not need an extra noun after the pronoun.


Remember
Think of the Spanish subject pronouns as a guest list: yo is you, tú/usted is one guest (casual or VIP), él/ella is someone being talked about, nosotros is your whole table, and ustedes is everyone else in the room.
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