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FOREWORD

by William C. Brice
Editor of Kadmos

It was an occasion of much satisfaction for the Editorial
Board of Kadmos when Professor Mitford agreed to publish as a
Supplement to this journal the fruits of his long and patient
work in collecting, assembling, recording, analysing and inter-
preting the inscribed pottery from the hill of Kafizin. This series
of Supplements was intended by its founder, Ernst Grumach, to
be a vehicle for presenting epigraphic collections from the early
and pre-Hellenic world which are too bulky for convenient
publication within the compass of learned articles. The first
such Supplement, published under his direction in 1967, was
Professor Ronald F. Willetts’s edition of the Law Code of Gortyn,
long known as the finest inscribed monument of the island of
Crete. By contrast, this second Supplement presents a corpus of
Cypriot inscriptions, hitherto only briefly noticed. Humble
rather than monumental, they have largely escaped the attention
both of collectors and of scholars: but through the pains, the
experience and the acumen of Professor Mitford they have
yielded an insight into the economy and culture of Hellenistic
Cyprus which is comparable in its depth and detail with that
given by the Gortyn Code into the law and government of
Archaic Crete. :

In the case of collections of this sort where the material is
copious, scattered and fragmentary, and will always reward
patience with the chance to make refinements, it takes an act
of courage to risk a full edition. However, publication now and
in this form may be excused on the following counts. After some
forty years of toil and study by Professor Mitford, and through
the aid of his colleagues and consultants, the general nature and
chronology of these inscriptions are now certainly known,
particularly as the records are of a formulaic and somewhat
repetitive character, and were accumulated over a limited period

of some seven years. Further field or museum work will doubtless
supplement what is here said about the scripts, the dialect, the
toponyms, the guilds and the transactions, but on all these
topics the main conclusions that can be reached from the study
of the remains may now be considered as established.

Likewise with regard to the ceramics, though further joins
will certainly be possible, the general range of types is now clear,
since most are represented by several examples. Their variety
and novelty justify full publication, while the manifestly intimate
relations between the vessels and their inscriptions have per-
suaded us that in every case the pot and its grafiti should be
presented together. The basic system of reference throughout,
therefore, is to the vessel with its inscription, always noticed by
its number in heavy type. The several indices, of course, make
consultation easier for scholars with specialized tastes or interests.

It is a pity, as Professor Mitford explains, that in spite of the
most assiduous enquiries and searches Dr Dikaios’s records of
the archaeology of the site have not been recovered. It was
considered, however, that this misfortune should not be allowed
to delay publication. For one thing, there is no question of
stratigraphy, since the shrine was only in use for a few years;
for another, the details of the lay-out of this rustic temple do not
bear seriously on the main concern of this publication, which is
the inscribed vessels. It is hoped, then, that this deficiency will be
excused, and that when conditions on the island become more
settled a new survey of the hill will be prepared and published.

Finally, the Editorial Board would wish to add their gratitude
to that expressed by Professor Mitford to the several financial
guarantors of this publication, who have in every case extended
their generosity to the utmost in a season of grievous stringency
in order that the book might appear.

POSTSCRIPT

Very regrettably, Terence Mitford died suddenly at his home
in Fife on November 8, 1978, when first proofs were beginning
to come through. It is sad that he did not see Kafizin, which he
regarded as his magnum opus, completed, but he had arranged it
in detail and he knew that its publication was secure. I am
grateful for help with subsequent proof-reading and page
design to the author’s son and literary executor, Dr Timothy
Mitford, to my colleagues Professor Olivier Masson and Profes-
sor Giinter Neumann, and to my friendly and resourceful
typesetters Mr Gordon Gratrix and Mr John Spibey.
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SYMBOLS USED IN EPIGRAPHIC TEXTS

a. Alphabetic

enclose letters believed to have been originally
engraved but now lost or illegible.

enclose letters added to complete an abbreviation
of the engraver.

enclose either letters for which the engraver has
wrongly substituted other letters or letters acci-
dentally omitted by the engraver.

enclose superfluous letters accidentally added by
the engraver.

enclose letters deliberately effaced in antiquity
after being engraved.

dots represent lost or illegible letters of which no
restoration is offered, their number equal to the
number of missing letters.

indicates that x letters are lost or illegible.

dashes represent an uncertain number of lost or
illegible letters.

A dot placed under a letter indicates that part of the letter
is lost or illegible, but that what remains is compatible with,
though it does not necessarily postulate, the proposed restoration.
A damaged letter which can be identified with certainty is not
dotted.

v represents a letter-space left vacant by the engraver,
each v representing a single space.

vac. indicates that the engraver has left vacant an
uncertain number of letter-spaces in the middle of a
text.

vacat indicates that the engraver has left vacant the

remainder of the line.
! indicates the beginning of a fresh line in the original
inscription.

1 indicates the beginning of every fifth such line.

b. Syllabic

enclose signs believed to have been originally
engraved but now lost or illegible—or the evaluation
of such signs.

dots represent lost or illegible signs for which no
restoration is offered, their number equal to the
probable number of missing signs.

indicates that x signs are lost or illegible.

dashes represent an uncertain number of lost or
illegible signs.

In the evaluation of syllabic signs CAPITALS denote that the
value offered is in the editor’s estimation doubtful.

v represents a sign-space left vacant by the engraver,
each v representing a single space.

vac. indicates that the engraver has left vacant an
uncertain number of sign-spaces in the middle of a
text.

vacat indicates that the engraver has left vacant the

remainder of the line.
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Plate Ia A view towards the ENE from the low cliffs of Leontar: Vouno, looking across the field of Niphkia towards the hill of Kafizin.

b The Nymph’s grotto near the summit of the hill of Kafizin.
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Plate ITa The terrace in front of the Nymph’s Grotto on the hill of Kafizin.

b The water cistern dug into the terrace.
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No. 40 on kantharos (K. 37).

iption

Plate III Inscr
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Plate IV Inscription No. 117 on frying pan (K. 16).



Plate V. Inscription No. 138(b) on shallow lekane (K. 28).
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Plate VI Inscription No. 248 on jug with twin Jjuglets (K. 53).
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Plate VII

Inscription No. 266 on pitcher (K. 20).



Plate VIII Inscription No. 302 on incense-burner (K. 32).
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PART ONE
PROLEGOMENA






Discovery of the Site

Mrs E. Dohan and Professor R. G. Kent published in 474
xxx 1926, 249-258 an inscribed bowl (our 138) and 28 inscribed
sherds,’ acquired “some years before” and said to be from a
sanctuary in the neighbourhood of Tremithousha. In February,
1932 the Cyprus Museum was presented by a Capt. Timins, then
resident in Nicosia, with five interesting fragments,? clearly of the
same context; but, when I questioned him in 1938, Capt. Timins
could throw no light whatever on their origin. However, in the
following year the late George Anastasiou, then Senior Attendant
to the Cyprus Museum, was generously advised by a Mr Michael
H. Kattis of Athienou, a retired wupopoxos of some notoriety, to
investigate the hill Kafizin, some four miles to the south-east of
Nicosia. The slopes of this hill were found to be littered with
these sherds, inscribed and uninscribed; and in the course of two
days’ digging conducted by the Museum in August, 1939 no less
than 134 inscribed sherds were collected. This figure was aug-
mented by surface finds, made in particular after rains, during
the subsequent ten years. In the summer of 1948 I gave to the
material assembled in Nicosia some three weeks of study, of
which the outcome was the formal excavation of Kafizin in June
and July, 1949 by Porphyrios Dikaios, Curator of the Cyprus

I The 28 sherds published in 474 are the following:

Alphabetic
AjAp.250no.1 (M.5687mno.1)............. 125
AjA p.250no.2 (M.5687no.2)............. 162
AjAp.250n0.3 (M.5687n0.3)............. 99
AJA p.250n0.4 (M.5687mn0.4)....... ..., 162
AjAp.2somno. 5 (M.5687n0.5)............. 162
AJA p.250n0.6 (M.56871n0.6)............. 97
AjA p.250no.7 (M.s687n0.7)............. 144
AjA p.250 0.8 (M.5687 n0.8)............. 285
AJAp.250n0.9 (M.56871no.9)............. 196
AJA p. 250 no. 10 (M.5687 no. 10)............ 66
AjA p.250 no. 11 (M.5687 no. 11)............ 242
AJA p.250 no. 12 (M.5687 no. 12). . .......... 143
AFA p.250 no. 13 (M.5687no. 13)............ 16
AFA p.250no. 14 (M.5687 no. 14)............ 96
AJA p. 252 no. 15 (M.5687 no. 15)............ 147
AFA p. 252 no. 16 (M.5687 no. 16)............ 78
AFA p.252 no. 17 (M.5687 no. 17)............ 251
AFA p.252 no.18 (M.5687 no. 18)............ 128
AFA p. 252 no. 19 (M.5687n0.19)............ 139
Syllabic
AFA p. 257 no.1 (M.5686 no.1).............. 113

Museum, and myself. Two brief reports of these activities have
since appeared: in RDAC1937-1939, 1951 p. 124 ff. Dikaios had
something to say of the Museum’s initial soundings of 1939, and in
CQ xliv 1950, pp. 97-106 I discussed in some detail the inscrip-
tions as I understood them then; and in so doing I corrected the
chronology of Mrs Dohan and Professor Kent: Kafizin belongs, not
to the Cyprus of Cicero, but to that of Euergetes and Philopator.

These reports elicited from Professor Friis Johansen in DAKXM
iv 1953, 1-29 the information that the National Museum of
Kopenhagen had purchased in 1924 an amphora (our 283) and
nine valuable sherds, all inscribed.3 This would suggest a like
date for the Philadelphia acquisition—the more so since it
tallies with information which Mr Kattis was good enough to
give me in 1949. With three partners, by then retired or defunct,
he commenced, he told me, his nocturnal researches at Kafizin
between 1916 and 1918, to pursue these at trregular intcrvals
throughout the twenty years which followed. His finds he dis-
posed of locally to tourists, with the exception of some pieces
smuggled from Cyprus shortly after the first world, war by a
Lefkara lace merchant, by then long dead. And by him, I have
no doubt, both Philadelphia and Kopenhagen were served.

AFA p.257no.2 (M.5687no.2).............. 174
AFA p.257n0.3 (M.5686n0.3).............. 175
AJAp.257 no. 4 (M.5686 no.4).............. 175
AFA p.258 no.5 (M.5686no.5).............. 143
AFA p. 258 no. 6 (M.5686 no.6).............. 101
AFAp. 258 no.7 (M.5686 no.7).............. 136
AFA p.258 no.8 (M.5686n0.8).............. 201
AJA p.258 no.g (M.5686no.g).............. 303
2 Capt. Timins’ sherds:

| 249

R3g.........oea0 264

Rgo. ...t 266

1 SO 247

R4Z.ouueeeininnn. 125

3 The Kopenhagen sherds:
DAKM iv 1953, 7,no.2 (Inv.8365)............ 269

DAKM iv 1953, 10, n0.3 (Inv.8364)............ 266
DAKM iv 1953, 14, no.4 (Inv.8366)............ 107
DAKM iv 1953, 16, no.5 (Inv.8372)............ 91
DAKM iv 1953, 16, nos. 6-8 (Inv. 8367-9) ........ 122
DAKM iv 1953, 18, n0.9 (Inv.8370)............ 123
DAKM iv 1953, 18, no. 10 (Inv.8371)............ 121



Excavation and Description

In July, 1971 I met Porphyrios Dikaios in Heidelberg, and
our original agreement was then confirmed—that he should
prepare a brief report on the archaeology of the site which we
had jointly excavated twenty-three years earlier. On the 23rd of
August Dikaios died. Repeated enquiry at the Department of
Antiquities in Nicosia has elicited nothing beyond an assurance
that the Cyprus Museum holds no papers of Dikaios of any kind.
I accordingly visited in July, 1974 the Medelhavsmuseet in Stock-
holm, to which Dikaios’ Heidelberg MNachlass had been be-
queathed—only to find that the seven cases of his papers were
concerned exclusively with Enkomi. Nor does the ill fortune of
Kafizin end at this; for in the present condition of Cyprus, with
Kafizin virtually in the front line, my attempts to secure a fresh
survey of the site have been totally abortive. I can only repeat
what has already been said.!

Under the hard cap of this pyramidal hill (Frontispiece and
PL. I) natural caverns have been formed by the erosion of the
softer strata. One of these was fashioned in antiquity into a grotto
for the worship of the peculiar genius of this striking geological
phenomenon. It faces west, and in or below it was found the vast

bulk of these sherds. Its floor was extended by means of a retain-
ing wall; where it was open to the sky post-holes indicated that
it was roofed, doubtless with a thatch of branches. To its front
we may suppose that a rustic altar stood ; but of this now no trace
remains. Within, around the cave itself, there ran a low, rock-cut
shelf for the reception of offerings. At the same level a small
natural terrace extended to the south-west; and near the
extremity of this a bottle-shaped cistern was excavated, carefully
plastered, some ten feet in depth—clearly to collect rains from
the terrace itself and the cap of hard rock above it for the service
of the Nymph (PL II).

On the eastern side of the summit of Kafizin, facing towards
Aronas and the Larnaca road, two further caverns were cleared
by us: one to the north-east, small and shallow, with however
some few sherds, doubtless intrusive; the other, to the south-
east, large, deep and, save for a few scattered finds at its entrance,
almost totally devoid of any traces of antiquity.2 What the
relation, if any, of this last may have been to the Nymph’s
grotto is not clear: a larger and more imposing cave, dangerous,
however, through continuous rock-falls.

Subsequent Investigation

During the ten years which followed 1949 additions con-
tinued to be made to the inscribed sherds. Annually from 1950
to 1955 inclusive further sections of the slope on the more remote
sides of the hill were stripped to the rock-face in the course of a
week or ten days’ continuous work by parties of labourers under

! RDAC 1937-1939, 1951, p. 124 ff.; CQ xliv 1950, 97 ff. Gf. also O. Masson
ICS 252 f.
2 The sherd RR 2386 no. 3, included in 193, is reported to be “from the

4

the direction of a member of the Museum’s staff. Until the winter
of 1959 repeated scrutiny of the surface, more particularly after
winter rain, continued to be productive. Since then, however,
nothing further has been recorded.

interior of the cave on the SE face of the summit™. This find is subsequent
to our excavation of this cave, and the circumstances of its finding are
unknown.



Documentation

The documentation of Kafizin is both confused and confusing.
In general, an identification was inked on to each individual
inscribed sherd—but no single method was employed throughout.
I emphasize the following points.

(1) Capt. Timins’ donations of 1932 carry the labels
R =R (egister) 38—42.

(2) The finds of August, 1939, the product of two days’
probing, have no registration number; but in its place the single
date of entry into the Cyprus Museum-—namely, 1939/viii—
18—followed by a serial number. The find-spot is added for
approximately a quarter of these finds: this, almost invariably,
was T=T(rial) 1; but once T.2 is named, once T.3 and once
again T.4. Where these “trials” may have been is now quite
uncertain; but it may safely be conjectured that T.1 represents
work either in or in the immediate vicinity of the Nymph’s cave.
But T.1 of 1939 is not necessarily included in the T.1 of 1949.

(3) Surface finds of the subsequent ten years carry the letters
RR=R(eceipt) R(egister), followed by a numeral lower than
2256.

(4) The finds of the excavations of 1949 were apportioned
capriciously to RR 2256 and 2257, each accompanied by a
serial number. Date and find-spot are often added. These dates,
with the exception of preliminary soundings of the 6th and 7th
of June, run consecutively from (Monday) June 20th to

(Saturday) July 8th, the finds of the day being registered on the
day following their entry into the Gyprus Museum. Of the re-
corded find-spots, T(rench) 1 to T(rench) 7, the most productive
by far was T.2, a broad trench running from the Nymph’s cave
to the foot of the hill; but T.3, below the cistern, and T.5, the
cistern itself, were (with much of 266) also rewarding. Where the
remaining finds were made is not recorded.

(5) The finds of the annual supplementary excavations of
1950-1955 were in general recorded, and carry a R(eceipt)
R(egister) number in excess of 2257. Find-spots are, however,
no longer stated; and the precise date of acquisition must be
ascertained from the Museum registers.

(6) Surface finds made between 1948 and 1959 (above,
P 4) are, with rare exceptions (¢f. 228 n. 1), undocumented.
Bags of sherds, inscribed and uninscribed alike, were deposited
in the Museum “from Kafizin™.

This erratic and complicated documentation is further im-
paired by the loss of sundry labels through friction or fading; but
more particularly the reconstruction of jugs, amphorase and
candelabra has rendered many labels no longer legible. Neverthe-
less, I bear in mind the need for further research on Kafizin; and
in the hope that this need will some day be met, I find it in-
cumbent on me to give what information I can, although the
significance of it may not now be apparent.

Method of Presentation

Annually from 1950 to 1955 I gave from two to three weeks
to the material of Kafizin in Nicosia. As individual pots or
utensils were identified, their fragments were assembled and, as
far as possible, restored. When no further addition could be
made to it, cach was given a K(afizin) number—if inscribed,
running from 1 to g09; if uninscribed, from 501 upwards. These
were then drawn in profile and photographed, wherever a
profile was possible or a photograph called for. Since complete
photographic coverage was judged too expensive to be justified,
all inscriptions were traced and all inscribed pieces drawn in
facsimile by myself. The 309 texts which follow, now arranged
and numbered typologically, are each furnished with this fac-
simile and, where this was possible, with profile also; while the
inscription has been further checked against the tracing. My
photographs are, therefore, in effect supplementary—they con-
firm and they illustrate. The ceramic profiles of uninscribed
objects are, however, grouped separately on pages 246248, and
are referred to at appropriate places in the text of Part Two.

1 Gf. my comment in Inscr. Kourion. p. 2.

The sixty-five syllabic inscriptions present further complica-
tion. I have emphasized elsewhere! that the interpretation of many
signs is dangerously dependent on the direction and intensity of
light; and I have accordingly furnished these syllabic inscriptions
with an elaborate apparatus. The drawing, which they have in
common with the alphabetic, is followed by a syllabic restoration
with numbered signs—these being the sign-forms used by the
individual inscriptions, supplemented, where necessary, from a
conventional late Classical signary. This restoration is accom-
panied by its evaluation, which leads in turn to the Greek text.
To those who may complain that all this is unduly cumbrous,
I reply that in almost every case I am giving an editio princeps,
in which such care is justified. I am also aware that many of
my restorations, both in syllabic and in alphabetic texts, being
often in their spelling conjectural, will be regarded by many as
unscholarly. I offer what I believe to be the purport of each
inscription, and in so doing I expose myself to the dangers
inherent in any attempt at the restoration of inevitably hasty,
sometimes careless and perhaps even illiterate writings.






PART TWO
THE CERAMIC MATERIAL AND INSCRIPTIONS






