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PREFACE

The XVIII International Materials Research Congress 2009 (IMRC 2009) was held in Cancun,
Quintana Roo, México, a city framed by the beautiful Mexican Caribbean, from August 16 to
20, 2009. Within the scientific program of IMRC 2009, twenty three symposia were organized.
This special publication presents the selected peer review papers of the symposium 8: Fracture
Mechanics.

Since 1991, the International Materials Research Congress (IMRC) takes place every
year in the beautiful city of Cancun, and is the most important annual event of the Mexican
Materials Research Society (MRS-Mexico). The aim of the congress is to gather a group of
scientist who carry out research in the field of Materials Science, in a forum to discuss and
exchange ideas, mutual interests and the latest developments in the field of Materials Science.

The year 2009 marked the tenth edition of the Fracture Mechanics Symposium within
the IMRC. The symposium has covered topics related to aspects in the mechanics and
phenomena of fracture, fatigue, fractal mechanics approach, strength of materials, failure
analysis, and in general structural integrity. During these ten years, the symposium has provided
an ideal environment for a group of scientists and engineers to gather and interact in a personal
basis.

This special issue was the product of the hard work and dedication of the authors who
participated during the symposium and who brought and share their work. Special thanks to the
selfless participation of the reviewers who devoted their time and effort, to whom we are greatly
indebted.

We want to give special thanks to the organizing committee of the congress. Finally, we
gratefully acknowledge the support of CONACYT through Project No.82668. Our gratitude is
due to all those who have worked to make this symposium an exciting and fruitful meeting.
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