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Ethical practice is well known, taught 
and discussed in the domains of medicine,
law, science and sociology but was, 
until recently, rarely discussed in terms 
of the Applied Visual Arts. Yet design 
is becoming an increasingly integral part 
of our everyday lives and its influence 
on our society ever-more prevalent.

AVA Publishing believes that our world
needs integrity; that the ramifications 
of our actions upon others should be 
for the greatest happiness and benefit 
of the greatest number. We do not set
ourselves out as arbiters of what is ‘good’ 
or ‘bad’, but aim to promote discussion 
in an organised fashion for an individual’s
understanding of their own ethical
inclination. AVA Publishing aims to help 
a new generation of students, educators 
and practitioners find a methodology for
structuring their thoughts and reflections 
in the field of ethics.

This book is a guide to the many and varied terms used
frequently within fashion design. From Accessories to
Weave, Alpaca to Yoke, this book will prove an invaluable
resource to anyone interested in fashion design. Each
term is explained and contextualised, giving the reader
an enhanced understanding of fashion terminology.
More than 250 common fashion terms are distilled
and illustrated. From practical terms such as Lapel,
Pattern and Symbols ������� to conceptual terms,
such as Postmodernism, Juxtaposition and Zeitgeist,
this book contains both modern terminology and the 
traditional terms still in current usage.
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How to get the most out of this book

This book is an easy-to-use reference to the key terms
employed in fashion design. Each entry comprises a
brief textual definition along with an illustration or
visual example of the point under discussion.
Supplementary contextual information is also included.

StripeStole 226 227S

A straight band or line differing in colour to that on
either side of it. Stripes that may be printed, sewn,

woven or knitted into the fabric. Vertical stripes can help
give an elongated appearance, making people look

thinner, while horizontal stripes often tend to accentuate
the girth of the wearer.

see Draping 94 

S

A band of cloth or a shawl worn around the shoulders and left to fall
down the body front such as a fox-fur stole or mink. Deriving from the

Latin stola meaning garment or equipment, it is also a Christian
vestment, made from an embroidered band of silk. Pictured is a 1962
photograph by John French showing a silk evening dress trimmed with
fur and matching stole designed by Nina Ricci worn by Anne Larsen.
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Key areas addressed in 
this book are those terms
commonly used in reference
to fashion design, its history
and production.

Entries are presented 
in alphabetical order to
provide an easy 
reference system.

T

A sewing technique used for item edges that gives a
crisp edge and helps facings (fabric sewn over the base
fabric) stay in place. Topstitching may use a thread that

matches the colour of the fabric or use a contrasting
colour, such as the orange thread used for denim jeans

and jackets. Topstitch may also be used to form
decorative designs in different coloured thread. Pictured

is a piece of leather that has been topstitched for
decorative purposes.

246 247T

A tall, flat-crowned, broad-brimmed hat first made by John
Hetherington in 1797 and worn by men throughout the 19th
century for business and social events. Made from stiffened

beaver fur felt or silk, the top hat or ‘topper’, declined in
popularity towards the end of the century, but was retained for
formal occasions by the upper class and continues to be used
for formal wear such as with a morning suit and evening dress.

see Hats 128 see Stitches 225

TopstitchTop Hat

(AVA) Visual Dictionary Of Fashion Design
D507-85 / 4228

1st
Proof

VDFprelims_LR_.qxd  5/24/07  5:32 PM  Page 4



�

*

* 

5

TEXT
BLACK

A timeline of fashion design
helps to provide historical
context for selected key
moments in the discipline’s
development.

Each page or spread contains a single entry and, where appropriate, a printer’s hand symbol
� provides page references to other related and relevant entries.

Shoes Shoe Types218S

TongueInsole

Eyelets

Aglet

The plastic or metal cladding on the end of shoelaces that prevents the twine from unravelling.

Throat line

Topline

Quarter

Heel

Top piece

Vamp or upper

Welt

Toe cap

Outsole

Footwear extending to the ankle, worn to protect the feet
and made in a range of styles and materials such as

leather, plastic, rubber or canvas. The main elements of
a shoe are the insole, the interior bottom of the shoe
that sits under the foot; the outsole, the part in direct
contact with the ground; the heel (the bottom rear part
of a shoe); the vamp or upper that covers the foot and
helps hold the shoe on to it; and the tongue, a flap that
is part of the upper and sits underneath the shoelaces.

see Boots 49, Shoe Types 219

219S

Shoes are available in a range of different styles that readily reflect the
changing nature of fashion.

Espadrilles
A wedge shoe with a sole/heel of

braided rope.

Slide
An open-toed and open-back sandal

with one band across the toes.

Ballet flat
A flat shoe with a round toe and thin

sole.

Mary Jane
A shoe with a strap across the

vamp.

Court
A closed-toe shoe with a medium to

high heel with pointed or 

rounded toe.

Clog
A shoe with a wooden, often

platform sole. Also called mules.

Stiletto
A court shoe with a high,

spiked heel.

Flip-flop
A flat sandal with one or two straps

between the big and second toes.

Also called thongs.

Ankle strap
A sandal with an adjustable strap

attached to the back of the shoe

passing across the ankle.

279278

1920s
Fashionable Fragrance
The decade that saw the
rise of French designer Coco
Chanel. In 1921, Chanel
No.5 perfume, the first
perfume to be sold
worldwide, was launched.
Later in the decade Chanel
creates the LBD or little
black dress, a variation on
the cocktail dress.

c.1920
The Flapper Style
New styles developed in the
‘roaring twenties’ to cater
for flappers; young women
who wore bobbed hair, short
skirts and make-up,
listened to jazz and partied
hard. The flapper style
accentuated a thin,
elongated boyish shape with
straight and loose dresses.
Underwear developed to
cater for this new lifestyle
with bras that flattened the
bust and step-in knickers.

1914–1918 
The First World War
The First World War saw
women adopt mens clothing
as they went to work in
factories. The military
influence on fashion grew
with garments such as the
trenchcoat created by
Thomas Burberry, made of a
waterproof heavy-duty
cotton drill or poplin.
Burberry also invented
gabardine and the red,
white, black, and peach
Nova check that became
known as his trademark
Burberry check.

1913 
Coco Chanel
Modernist French fashion
designer Gabrielle Bonheur
Coco Chanel (1883–1971)
opened a boutique in
Deauville, France. Chanel
went on to revolutionise
women’s fashion with the
Chanel suit, chain-belted
jerseys and sunglasses with
elegant simplicity. Chanel
popularised the little black
dress and started the trend
for sun tans, having got
burnt on a 1923 cruise.

1926
The Rise and Fall of
Hemlines
Hemlines began rising after
1910 and soon raced up the
leg to become near knee-
length by 1926, in order to
be compatible with the
Charleston dancing style.
Rayon, or artificial silk,
became increasingly popular
and caused a decline in
cotton use. In 1926, Waldo
Semon found a way to
plasticise PVC, making it
commercially viable.

1901–1910
Edwardian Fashions
The Belle Epoque period
saw fashions become more
cosmopolitan under the
influence of international
travel and art nouveau.
Sports clothing also
developed for the leisure
class. Paul Poiret, the
creator of harem pants and
the first couturier to launch
a perfume, called Rosina,
established his fashion
house in 1906. 
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Introduction

Welcome to The Visual Dictionary of Fashion Design, a
book that provides textual definitions and visual
explanations for common terms found in the key areas
of fashion design and pertinent entries from the wider
world of fashion.

This volume aims to provide a clear understanding of
the many terms that are often misused or confused,
such as baby doll and basque, or the difference between
calico and damask. As you might expect, The Visual
Dictionary of Fashion Design provides visual
explanations, many of which show garments made by
leading designers, to illustrate the correct usage of
different concepts, such as shoes, hemlines and cuffs.
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Fashion communicates through a range of visual devices
including montages, collages, metaphors, rhetoric and
juxtapositions, all of which, and more, are explained and
illustrated in this book.

A clear understanding of the key terms used in fashion
design will help you to better articulate and formalise
your ideas and will ensure greater accuracy in the
transfer of those ideas to others.

Right: An illustration
showing horizontal and
vertical stripes, which can
sometimes affect the
perceived size of a dress 
or garment. 

Facing page, far left:
A tailor’s dummy. 

Facing page, left: Various
button styles.

Far left: A modern
interpretation of millinery,
in the form of a bandana by
Rudy Chandra. 

Left: Detail of a menswear
jacket.
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Fashion design is a discipline that continues to evolve.
The timeline at the end of this book (page 274–285)
shows how changes in style, zeitgeist and fabrics have
dramatically affected the development and evolution of
fashion in the past and how, with technological
advancements, they continue to do so, as the ever-
changing taste and preference of society gives rise to
numerous schools of thought about how clothes should
look and perform. In the 20th century, for example, the
rise of postmodernism saw the development of
seemingly ‘unfinished’ garments with seams on the
outside as a rejection of the traditional clothing forms
we are more familiar with. However, other designers are
also often keen to return to and rediscover more graceful
forms and embrace more elaborate and softer visual
concepts.

Right: A sketch of a design
for a men’s casual clothing
ensemble.

Far right: An illustration of
a woman being measured
for a dress fitting. During a
dress fitting temporary
basting or tacking stitches
are made to hold seams
until they can be
permanently sewn.

Facing page: A range of
different shirt collar types.
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Wing
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10

Far left: Detail of a
spaghetti strap on a top
or dress.

Left: A classic ‘little 
black dress’ – an 
essential for every 
woman’s closet.

Below: An illustration
depicting a range of
Victorian millinery.
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Fashion professionals can draw inspiration from
innumerable sources, such as their urban environment,
their passions, or by cross-referencing elements of
contemporary life with those of bygone days and delving
back into the rich tradition of the arts as a means of
visual stimulation. Inspiration is key to the generation of
exciting design ideas. It is with this in mind that we
hope this book will also serve as a source of ideas to
inspire your creativity.

Above left: Strawberry Thief Chintz, a floral fabric designed by William Morris in 1883.

Above right: An illustration of a bias-cut dress.
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D
Damask 85
Dandy 86
Darts 87
Deconstruction 88
Deerstalker 89
Denim 90
Distressed 91
Double-tee Top 92
Drainpipe 93
Draping 94
Dress 95
Duffel 96
Dummy 97
Dye 98
E
Edwardian 99
Elastic 100
Elizabethan 101
Embroidery 102
Ensemble 103
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Eveningwear 106
F
Fabric 107
Fashion Cycle 108
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Fez 112
Flapper 113
Flax 114
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Fragrance 117
G
Garment 118

Garter 119
Gauntlets 120
Geisha 121
Geometric 122
Gingham 123
Glam 124
Grading 125
Grain 126
H
Halter-neck 127
Hats 128
Haute Couture 129
Heels 130
Helmet 131
Hem 132
Hippy 133
Hosiery 134
Houndstooth 135
I
Illustration 136
Industrial Revolution 137
Inspiration 138
Invites 139
J
Jacket 140
Jacquard Weaving 141
Jewellery 142
Jodhpurs 143
Juxtaposition 144
K
Kilt 145
Kimono 146
Kitsch 147
Knitting 148
L
La Gazette du Bon Ton 149 
Lapel 150
Leather 151
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Line 152
Lingerie 153 
Logo 154
Look Book 155
M
Macintosh 156
Magazine 157
Man-made Fibres 158
Mannequin 159
Mao Suits 160
Mary Jane 161
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Micro-skirt 165
Militaria 166
Millinery 167
Minimalism 168
Mini/Maxi 169
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Nape 174
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Nylon 178
P
Panama 179
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Patch 181
Pattern (fabric) 182
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Peek-a-boo 185
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Pile 189
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Plaid 193
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Prêt-à-Porter 197
Print 198
Protein Fabrics 199
Pullover 200
Punk 201
PVC 202
R
Regency 203
Repeat 204
Reversible 205
Ribbing 206
Ribbon 207
Rockabilly 208
Ruff 209
S
Safari Suit 210
Satin 211
Seam 212
Season 213
Selvage 214
Shank 215
Shape 216
Sheer 217
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18A Accessories

Extraneous items that complement a whole outfit, such
as hats, bags, jewellery and cuff links. Accessories can
add sparkle and interesting detail to a plain outfit and

can make the same outfit appear very different on
separate occasions.

see Garment 118, Hats 128, Jewellery 142, Tie 243
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A Advertising

see Magazine 157

Paid communication that links a sponsor to a message. Advertisements can

be presented to the public in a variety of media including television, magazines, radio,

billboards, mailers and the Internet (for which advertising revenue forms the business

backbone). As the collections of different designers compete for the reader’s attention

in the turn of a page, fashion industry advertising in magazines has seen the

development of highly innovative concepts, finished to the highest printing standards.

Pictured is a print advertisement created by 3 Deep Design for Australian designer

Toni Maticevski.
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A Alpaca

Wool from the Andean mammal, the alpaca, is spun into a fine
yarn and often woven with other natural fibres, such as protein
fibres. Alpaca wool produces a luxurious fabric available in a
range of natural colours and is used for sweaters, wraps, hats
and gloves, and other woollens. Alpaca wool is hypo-allergenic
and naturally flame retardant. Once reserved for Inca royalty, it

is warmer than cashmere, lightweight and extremely soft.
Pictured is an alpaca near the Inca city of Machu Picchu in

Peru. Alpaca wool is available in various degrees of fineness:

Royal Alpaca = 19 microns
Baby Alpaca = 22.5 microns

Super Fine Alpaca = 25.5 microns
Coarse Alpaca = 32 microns.

see Fabric 107, Hats 128, Protein Fabrics 199
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21A Androgynous

Both masculine and feminine traits blended into one unified
style, or a lack of specific gender identification. The look

includes formal tailoring, military jackets, waistcoats and over-
sized dress shirts, enhanced by the use of fabrics such as

tweed and velvet. Designers working within the androgynous
revolution include Giorgio Armani, Pierre Cardin and Helmut
Lang. Androgyny is a fashion statement challenging concepts

about gender rather than sexuality.

see Concept 74, Tailoring 232
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22A Anime

A dress style that reflects the cyber subculture based on
Japanese Anime cartoons. Anime (a contraction of

‘animation’) features characters that are often
androgynous in appearance with large eyes, brightly

coloured streaked hair and punk-style clothing.

see Androgynous 21, Cyber 84
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A Appliqué

From the French, appliquer, meaning to apply.
This is a method of decorating garments (although not
restricted solely to clothes), whereby pieces of fabric

or other materials, such as beads and sequins, are sewn
on to a foundation fabric. Appliqués can be combined

with different types of needlework to create 
luxurious designs.

see Fabric 107, Garment 118
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A Art Direction

Creating the visual concept, look and feel for the
presentation of a clothing collection, fashion show or
photo shoot, whether for an advertising campaign or

magazine spread. Art direction involves the creation of a
mood or narrative through which a viewer receives and

interprets the subject matter presented to them.
Pictured are spreads created by 3 Deep Design for

Poster magazine. The art direction establishes various
simple, but poignant moments in the day of a man,

which lead the viewer to assume certain things about 
his character.

see Advertising 19, Magazine 157
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25A Avant-garde

Creative experimentation that fragments or rejects the norm. 
Avant-garde means being at the leading edge or vanguard and is

applied to the most advanced, progressive and experimental
fashions of the moment and prevents the industry from

stagnating. Avant-garde fashions that are exhibited on the
catwalk are often toned down to create more wearable

garments that can be sold in retail stores.
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see Appliqué 23

26B Baby Doll

A short nightgown or négligée (and even daywear when worn over leggings
or skinny jeans). A baby doll nightdress is designed to be provocative and

is often made from a transparent fabric, such as chiffon and decorated
with lace, bows, appliqués and other adornments. Baby dolls typically

have a hemline that competes with a micro-skirt for shortness, sitting at
least six inches above the knee and usually short enough that underwear
is visible. Baby doll dresses were launched as outerwear in 1957/58, but
became popular in the 1960s and 1970s. Baby dolls are thought to be
named after the 1956 movie of the same name, starring Carroll Baker.
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see Embroidery 102, Shoes 218, Turban 251

A form of Indian embroidery that uses fine wire work to
embellish garments, turbans, shoes, belts and other

items. Wires are inserted into fabric and hammered flat.
Badla is often used with other forms or embroidery to

add richness to an item.
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Bags come in all shapes

and sizes. As well as their

obvious practical uses,

bags can instantly make a

fashion statement. Made

from leather, plastic or

fabric, bags can be worn

over the shoulder, across

the torso, on the back or

simply held in the hand.

Bags are perhaps the

most easily accessible

designer item, thanks to

their relative affordability

and availability through

retail stores. This also

makes them a useful tool

for the designer, as they

are a good way to

advertise a brand. Louis

Vuitton’s hugely popular

signature bags, as

pictured in this image,

have now become

something of a status

symbol and are a good

example of this.

see Accessories 18, Leather 151
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