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INTRODUCTION

			Today we live in very troubling times. And, for that reason alone, we should have something positive to smile about. Thus, the stories contained herein are designed for just that purpose. These stories, however, are not unique. And, whether you are a parent, grandparent, another family member, or just someone who can relate to children, you may see yourself and others within these pages.

			Many years ago, Art Linkletter, a talented interviewer, had a television program called KIDS SAY THE DARNDEST THINGS. You may remember it. A simple question answered by a child left the audience rolling in the isles. However, it has been my experience that kids not only say the darndest things; they do the darndest things. Hence, I dedicate these stories to the creativity and ingenuity of our younger generations, and those other individuals who tag along.

			Let me also add that no one loves their children more than I do. The secondary title, ‘ . . . an argument for birth control,’ is my attempt to relay the fact that sometimes, ignorance can be bliss! If we only knew what we were in for when we bring those little bundles into the world, we would probably say, “Send it back!” But somehow, the majority of them turn out to be productive citizens and the joy of our lives.

			I invite you to read on as I share my joy with you.

			The stories are grouped into chapters by subject. And, because most of us lead hectic lives, these are short tales allowing you the freedom to read as much or as little as you like at one sitting. The important take-away, if you will, is that in the midst of the current chaos, there is also beauty in the form of humor.

			What we need to do is find and hold on to that humor to help us stay balanced. In sum, instead of focusing on the negative, let us emphasize the positive. And that, in itself, should give us reason to smile!
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			CHAPTER 1

			BEHAVIOR

			Most anyone who has spent any length of time around children could write an entire thesis on their behavior. However, that is not what this book is about. This book is about three children, who were raised in the same family, with the same rules, but who all turned out very differently. I am sure that you might find that same issue in your family. Whatever personality traits, environmental factors, or basic genetics they acquired made these little creatures into the individuals they have become today. Those factors have shaped their being.

			And, let me say that this book is not about pointing out any flaws. It is about normal children doing everyday things. Our family journey is meant for entertainment and educational purposes only so that you may not make some of the same mistakes we did.
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