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FROM PEGGY PANOSH

For my family—Polly, Stuart, Ciel, Leo, Jennifer, John, Madeline, Harrison, Tom, Heidi, Phil + Abby—the most loving, lively + supportive goofballs I could ever ask for.
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FROM SUSIE ARONS

Every day I carry this pitch-perfect trio in my heart. Bob, Aron + Jeremy, you make everything matter. Best. Most. Always.




BILLIONS OF BESTIES IS A CELEBRATION OF BEST FRIENDS.



BESTIES ARE SOULMATES. They get each other. There are all kinds of besties and we can even have more than one. Friendships evolve over time—sometimes they grow together, other times they drift apart and come back together again. Whether we call them our BFF, bae, pal, babe, best mate, muffin, buddy, boo, bro, doll, soul sister, or superfriend, besties have a bond that cannot always be described but is always magical.

Our quest was to create a book that shines a light on some of the most engaging, funny, inspirational, and sometimes unexpected best friends that existed in real life as well as those that have been created throughout generations of art, culture, and entertainment. Whether in books, movies, television, theater, art, music, fashion, or cartoons, from the beginning of time, billions of best friends have come together to forge relationships that cannot always be explained, except by the besties themselves. And when you have someone’s back, that is all the explanation that is needed.

We curated and explored all of the friendships in this book for you through our lens of curiosity, respect, and positivity and sprinkled it with an abundance of delight and a little bit of a wink. We hope you share it with your besties and have as much fun reading it as we did making it!

In the spirit of friendship + love,

Peggy + Susie

P.S. Thank you, Bob, for not opening the pool on time ;)



Chapter 1 CLASSICS
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OG. Gold standard. Legendary. When you ask people to define best friends, there is one friendship that is always celebrated and often emulated:

OPRAH + GAYLE

[image: Image]

THEY HAVE CAPTURED the ideals we all look for in a best friend: pure love, boundless joy, and unwavering support. They lift each other up, revel in each other’s highs, comfort each other during the lows, always finding time for laughter and delight. Gayle is the mother, sister, touchstone that Oprah always wanted. Oprah is the advocate, the sounding board, and soul sister for Gayle. For more than 40 years, they have spoken nearly every single day. They revel in their individual successes and bask in each other’s bright light. Their friendship is the North Star of friendships. It is transcendent. It is enduring. It is truly inspiring.


AMY POEHLER + TINA FEY [image: Image]
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AMY: What sums up our friendship best? Mmmhh… how about that people believed it when I said we were actually like the Olsen twins and came from the same womb, which is why my pinkie and your thumb had the same fingerprint?

TINA: No. I think it was that we first bonded when we were like 22 or 23, at the ImprovOlympic Theater, and I taught you that you could either pluck your eyebrows or have a lady put hot wax on them. It was your first real beauty lesson.

AMY: How about that time when you had two girls and I had two boys and we already planned their weddings to each other and what we were going to wear (peach, which you also checked was going to be on trend in 20 years).

TINA: Or the time we were the first lady “Weekend Update” anchors on SNL or the only women Golden Globe hosts in 2013, 2014, and, oh yeah, in 2015. And then opened the 2019 Oscars with Maya.

AMY: I liked it when you said in an interview that we have tremendous respect for each other and when we first started working together it was like two beautiful baby lions who were put in a cage and didn’t eat each other. That was beautiful.

TINA: And true.

(P.S. You know those conversations you dream/pretend happen if you were actually friends with celebrities you imagine/pretend you are friends with? You don’t do that? Never mind! Facts true, conversation never happened.)
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BERT + ERNIE [image: Image]

SOMETIMES THE REAL WORLD is so scary and stressful that good news—and we mean really sweet, practically unreal good news—is hard to believe. Like the 50-plus-year forever friendship of Bert and Ernie, the seven-year-olds who share their very own apartment on Sesame Street. Sure, you’re probably saying there is no way a guy as serious and analytical as Bert, who loves oatmeal and playing checkers, would EVER hang out with a goofball like Ernie. I mean Ernie’s favorite thing, besides playing jokes on Bert and playing washtub musical instruments with that guy Jimmy Fallon, is singing in the bathtub with his Rubber Duckie! But it’s true. Just ask Bert’s pet pigeon, Bernice!
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CARL REINER + MEL BROOKS [image: Image]

8 p.m., La-Z-Boys in position? CHECK. [image: Image]

TV trays? CHECK. [image: Image]

What’s for dinner? Whaddya think? Chicken? Roast Beef? I don’t know, maybe chicken, maybe roast beef. CHECK. CHECK. [image: Image][image: Image]

JEOPARDY!? JEOPARDY! CHECK. CHECK. CHECK. [image: Image][image: Image][image: Image]

Unless you want a movie. You want a movie? Mmmhh, tell me about it. Well, it’s got the following lines: “Lock all the doors,” “Secure the perimeter,” “Let nobody in and out,” and “Get some rest.” Sounds perfect. For more than 60 years, until Reiner’s death at age 98 in July 2020, these two menschiest of mensches were by each other’s side. And as Carl Reiner proudly told Judy Woodruff, his life is fuller because of it. Ours too.
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    SAMUEL L. JACKSON + SPIKE LEE [image: Image]

MOREHOUSE MEN. Friends. Artistic collaborators and occasional artistic pugilists for more than 40 years—unconventional, but what else would you expect from this particular pair? Yet when Spike Lee finally won his long overdue Oscar in 2019 for BlacKkKlansman it was only fitting that Samuel L. Jackson was onstage to catch the hug that launched thousands of memes, tweets, and love notes from around the world—each one of them celebrating this outsized friendship. As USA Today TV critic Kelly Lawler tweeted later that day, “If I live my whole life and get a friend who loves me as much as Samuel L. Jackson loves Spike Lee I will have lived a damn good life.”
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MARTIN SCORSESE + ROBERT DE NIRO [image: Image]

“YOU TALKIN’ TO ME?” is the iconic dialogue best identified with the 90-mph-talking director’s film Taxi Driver and delivered by his famously understated BFF actor pal, known more for a wry smile or cocked eyebrow than any kind of small talk. While we recognize these good fellas as symbolic brothers of New York City and larger-than-life lions of their profession, having made 10 films together, we affectionately embrace Marty and Bob as best friends and passionate artists. They met on the mean streets of New York more than 60 years ago, but it was the crime drama Mean Streets that brought them together way back when. It’s no surprise that art-imitating-life dialogue sprang up throughout their partnership; “Never rat on your friends and always keep your mouth shut.” They are old-school rebels who share an unwavering loyalty, trust, extraordinary friendship, and the occasional bottle of bold red wine and plate of al dente pasta.
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