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			All of the song lyrics have been written by Janette … ikz 
and can be found on her Not My Own EP. All permission has 
been granted to use the lyrics as a part of this devotional.

			


	

 

			This book is dedicated to my amazingly gifted 
daughter Amaris Mahogany. I pray that the Spirit 
opens the eyes of your heart, so that you may 
see the glories of Christ from a young age.

			


	

 

			Christ rescues us from ourselves and trains 
us, as He prepares us for home.

			1 Thessalonians 1:9–10
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Introduction

			Not My Own: A Devotional Look at Gospel Application was created to draw individuals to a deeper place of devotion to the Christ. My wife created an incredible EP, Not My Own, and as a theologian and husband, I wanted to create literature that provided an extra level of accessibility to her art. I wanted people to be able to visually engage through reading as well as digging into the Word of GOD as a result of hearing my wife’s music.

			So this book is for those who love my wife’s poetry and music and have been a part of her journey and ministry to the saints. This book is also for those who may have never heard of her before, since the book is written in a way where the portions of song lyrics are paired with scripture and the scripture is explained. This book is also for the one who is asking questions about who GOD is; those questions will be answered along with how you can come to know Him. Maybe this book was given to you as a gift and you don’t know what to expect. If this is the case, you can expect to find out who the Creator of the universe is and the responsibility that you have before Him, both now and later.

			I’m indebted to the Master’s Seminary professors, their prayers, laying on of hands, teaching, admonition, and instruction. Without them I would not be as equipped for a lifetime of ministry in the Word of GOD. In particular, there is one professor who stepped in and became more for me. Dr. Paul W. Felix became like a father, and I am grateful for his wisdom, tenacity, humor, friendship, and discipline. Professor, I have learned more from watching you and being a part of your life that I will ever be able to verbally express. I love you and am forever thankful for you.

			This book is a deep dive into a method that I have spent nearly a decade compiling, as I sought to understand how to best convey incredibly deep spiritual truths in a simple way. I have come up with the five S’s. These five S’s are: Study, Significance, Survey, Supplication, and Solicitation.

			Study is the first section where we skydive into the passage getting a quick overview of the surrounding context so that we can best understand our passage of interest.

			Significance is the second section, where we take the understanding that we have gathered from the study section and properly apply it to understanding what that historical-grammatical means for us and how we should live in response.

			Survey is the third section, where we probe ourselves with questions about where we are on our journey with the Lord and how intentional we are being about pressing forward to the higher calling to which we are being called. I was intentional about keeping this section small, because many times as believers, we have a desire to commit to something in a moment without truly being resolved about seeing it through. By keeping this short, our focus is better, and we are less distracted as we’re seeking to apply biblical truth to our lives.

			Supplication is the fourth section, where we pray to the LORD as we confess our sin that has been exposed through rightly understanding the passage and commit to following the LORD more intentionally with what we understand His requirement for us to be. It is important to note that this section could come off very offensive depending on where an individual may be on their journey with Christ. Sin is mentioned directly and terminology is used with reference to the holiness of the Lord. So instead of calling a particular sin a culturally accepted name, I stick with the names provided in scripture. As the author, I felt that this warning was necessary; as I would never want a perceived offense to become a hindrance to the proclamation of the glorious Gospel.

			Solicitation is the final section and sends readers off to live out what they have just read and learned to apply. This section reads like the finale of a sermon and can lean in a few different directions based on what the passage prescribes. The passage could be leaning toward a petition or request type of sendoff or an imploring or demanding type of sendoff. The thrust of each passage is the determining factor.

			This method has proved effective in my life and in the lives of countless others I have been privileged to teach and disciple. I believe this method to be so powerful because it allows for scripture to mean what it has always meant, while seeking to understand what that translates to in an individual’s life. The end result of this process produces challenged convictions and readers asking deeper questions of themselves and their heart behind actions.

			


	

Filthy Rags and 
White Flags
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			We do a lot of things, thinking that they are pleasing to GOD. It isn’t until He introduces Himself that we begin to understand that we are unable to present ourselves to Him. There is no waiting and getting ourselves together when the timing is right. It’s natural and prideful to think of our offering up to GOD and not see ourselves as desperate beggars in need of another’s saving grace.

			When captured by the Messiah, we are able to understand Him as our sole motivation and the source of all good that comes from us. It’s at this place that we lose all other hope and see that hope itself is built on nothing more or less than Christ’s atonement and righteousness.

			I was created for the One that created and sustains all. I must let go of all that I hold dear and surrender.

			


	

For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

			Isaiah 64:6, NASB

			“You still see me,

			Even though I stand here clothed in shameful leaves;

			With nowhere to run and nowhere to hide

			Umpteen thousand tries,

			I’ll be my own demise.

			My pride, my lies, my mouth, my mind

			Then you could press rewind …

			My heart, my life, my eyes

			Don’t know why you love me.

			Bloody murder, undeserving …”

			Lyrics have been taken from the song, Filthy Rags and White Flags by Janette … ikz (Track 1, Not My Own EP)

			


	

Study

			Isaiah records Israel’s cry for YAH to hear them and relieve them of their adversaries. Isaiah knows GOD and realizes that He is fully able to relieve Israel of all of its adversaries in a moment’s notice, but his appeal for Israel comes from a slightly different angle. It’s an angle that is a familiar echo of many of the spokesmen for Israel. He doesn’t appeal to YAH on the basis of them and their faithfulness, but rather, he appeals to the LORD to rescue His people on account His faithfulness to Himself—His namesake. The LORD is called upon to save Israel not because they are good, holy, obedient, or righteous. Israel was none of these! Israel had become entitled and felt as though GOD owed it to them to take care of them and continuously provide for them even in their unbelief and rebellion. They continued to live as though they were okay with Him, knowing that they were not. They had a form of GODliness and daily lived denying its power. So Isaiah includes himself in the representation of Israel by saying that their “good deeds” are absolutely powerless because they existed as workers of iniquity. The only thing that a worker of iniquity can do is call upon the name of the LORD to save them.

			Significance

			We unrealistically think that people are good. Since we are taught to believe this, as a societal whole, we try to find out how to bring out the good and selflessness that exists in everyone from birth.1 But what if we have been approaching the entire equation in the wrong way? What if we are just like Israel, in the sense that they thought they were naturally okay and without need of repentance because YAH had chosen to place His affection upon them? We fall into the same trap. We think because of our parents, our grandparents’ pedigree, our position in society, our sphere of influence, or our social media following that we don’t need repentance. There’s no more contemporary of an example of this than when Donald Trump was asked if he needed to ask GOD for forgiveness. We don’t think we need forgiveness because, while in our unbelief, we think we are all good. The truth is that none of us is good. We are born corrupt, and some take their wickedness to extreme levels. We are all in need of the one who can make us good, the one Israel looked for and awaited, and the one all of human existence centers around—the Christ of GOD, the Messiah.

			Survey

			What are some beliefs you have about yourself? What are some beliefs you have about others? Has scripture informed these views that you have about yourself and others?

			Supplication

			Confess your lack of study of GOD’s Word and not relying upon GOD’s abundant grace to grant wisdom in your time of need.

			Commit to giving yourself over to steadily learning more of GOD’s Word and to praying more about what the LORD would have you say and do.

			Solicitation

			Israel has been given to us as an example. They provide ways to follow after YAH, and they provide a great deal of warnings for us too. It is our responsibility to learn the lessons the LORD wants us to learn from scripture. Dedicate yourself before Him so that you may more faithfully know and serve Him.

			


	

I waited patiently for the LORD; And He inclined to me and heard my cry. He brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay; And He set my feet upon a rock making my footsteps firm. He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our GOD; Many will see and fear and will trust in the LORD.

			Psalm 40:1–3, NASB

			“I was sinking deep in sin,

			Very deeply stained within.

			You’re the Master of the sea,

			From the waters lifted me.

			You are GOD

			You are King

			You are LORD

			My Everything,

			You laid down Your life for me—

			Rock, Salvation, Prince of peace!”

			Lyrics have been taken from the song, Filthy Rags and White Flags by Janette … ikz (Track 1, Not My Own EP)

			


	

Study

			David begins verse 1 of Psalm 40 recalling how his relationship with the LORD was not a rushed one. He reminisces upon a time where he was rescued by the LORD—but only after he waited upon the LORD. He indicates that while he was waiting upon an answer from the LORD, he was answered as YHWH “leaned in” to hear David and attend to him. The LORD was able to attend to David’s cry because He actually heard him and perfectly knew his need. YAH spared David from a situation that could have been the end of him. We know that this was the case because David called it “the pit of destruction” or “the world of the dead.” If this picture that David painted wasn’t enough, he says it another way. He stated that he was brought up out of “miry clay” or muddy clay. He was completely covered and surrounded in a situation that seemed helpless when the mighty hand of the LORD carried him out. Upon the LORD’s grasping of David, He takes him and places his feet upon a rock (which is symbolic of sure footing). The situation YHWH had just saved David from was anything but a secure foundation, and this showed David that when YAH saves, it’s complete and total and lacks nothing. And David, the recipient, rightly caps this event of salvation with a song implanted in his heart. The LORD’s secure protections against all odds causes His reputation to continue throughout the earth as many come to fear and trust in Him.

			Significance

			Most of the problems we have in life come as a result of our lack of patience. Whether it be financial issues, relational problems, or spiritual difficulties, it’s usually as a result of our impatience. We don’t like waiting for answers or results. We live in a society where we want what we want and we want it when we want. But we must know that there is one greater than us and all of our problems. Not knowing this simple truth makes life impossible, because everyone is constantly, internally reminded of how there are certain things we cannot do anything about. But it’s in our internal struggles that we often neglect to cry out. This is what made David a “man after GOD’s own heart.” David is a proper view of self/man and highly exalted praise for the Father. But many of our hang-ups can be found in our unwillingness to shout for help. Suicide is on the rise, and antidepressant prescriptions are at all-time highs, so it’s obvious that there isn’t a simple, natural answer to this problem that we face as humankind. The problem we face is much larger; therefore, we need to give it the one who has already taken all of the weight of the world instantaneously—the Christ of GOD.

			Survey

			Have you ever cried out to the LORD for salvation? Do you ever feel as though life is just simply too much for you? What do you do when you have emotions that cause life to be overwhelming for you?

			Supplication

			Confess your lack of prayer and crying out, your independence, your pride, and lack of humility.

			Commit to praying more consistently and to turning to the LORD at all times, not just in time of trouble.

			Solicitation

			David has provided for us a testimony in holy scripture about the on-time GOD. We learn from this section that we are to be patient as we wait upon the LORD for His salvation. The LORD may not come when you want Him to come, but He is always on time. Being omniscient (all-knowing), He always knows when the rescue is right.

			


	OEBPS/OEBPS/image/FLAGimage1-fmt.png





OEBPS/cover.jpeg
NOT MY OWN

A DEVOTIONAL LODK AT GOSPEL APPLICATION

MATTHEW WATSON





OEBPS/OEBPS/image/NWOSYMBOLSTitleImage-fmt.png
S~





OEBPS/OEBPS/image/26197.png





