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	Matthew Desmond’s Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City is a sociological study of evictions, housing, and homelessness in Milwaukee. The book follows the lives of a number of tenants and landlords in order to examine how access to housing affects the poor. Desmond also includes historical background, statistics, and research findings to provide context for his narratives.

	Shelter is central to an individual’s life, happiness, and stability. Eviction is hugely disruptive, and those who are evicted face loss of property, intensified poverty, and an erosion in quality of housing. Evictions also disrupt jobs, and may increase depression and addiction. It’s not only that poverty contributes to housing precarity; housing precarity contributes to poverty. Moreover, a home can spell the difference between stable poverty, in which saving and advancement are possible, and grinding poverty, in which one staggers from crisis to crisis.

	Sherrena Tarver is a successful African American landlord who rents low-quality housing to poor, mostly African American residents. One might think that renting to the poor would not be lucrative. In fact, Sherrena is able to make substantial profits by charging relatively high rent and then refusing to perform upkeep as tenants fall behind on payments. Sherrena is not an exceptionally unethical or immoral businesswoman; rather, the housing market is set up to exploit the poor.

	Tobin Charney runs a trailer park for predominantly poor white renters.
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