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	Summary

	 

	 

	 

	A Little Life by Hanya Yanagihara tells the story of Jude St. Francis and the people in his life. Jude, left partially disabled by a terrifying injury as a teenager, is distraught about his past and hides most of that past and himself from others, even those closest to him. The relationships he forms as a young and older adult sustain him longer than he ever expected to live, but in the end, Jude has faced too much abuse and heartache to go on.

	Jude was left as an infant by his unknown parents in the care of a monastery, where he grew up being taught—and physically and sexually abused—by several men. Jude developed a trusting relationship with one of the monks, Brother Luke. Jude and Brother Luke ran away from the monastery, but Brother Luke sold Jude as a child prostitute out of motel rooms. Brother Luke began having sex with Jude, and he also taught Jude to cut himself to relieve his mental pain. Eventually, Brother Luke was caught and hanged himself in the motel bathroom as the police were breaking down the door.

	Jude was sent to a home for orphans, where he was raped by counselors. He eventually escaped from the home and began selling his body in exchange for truck rides across the country. One day, he woke up at a man’s house. The man, Dr. Traylor, clothed and fed him and treated Jude’s sexually transmitted disease, but then kept Jude locked in a basement for several months, beating and raping him repeatedly. Jude escaped, but the man chased him down with a car and rolled over him, severely damaging Jude’s legs and back, which would never properly heal.

	In the hospital, a social worker named Ana, the first person Jude ever trusted, tried to get him to open up about what happened to him and warned him that he would one day have to share the truth about himself with other people.
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