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	The Martian is a science fiction novel by Andy Weir set on the surface of Mars. The novel follows the attempted rescue of Mark Watney, an astronaut accidently left behind on Mars.

	Mark Watney, an astronaut, and his five crewmates were leaving the planet Mars when Watney became separated from the group after being struck by an antenna. Convinced he is dead, the crew leaves the planet on the spaceship, Hermes. Watney is alone. He gets back to the Hab, a giant tent-like structure the astronauts built that recreates a normal atmosphere for them to safely live in. Watney cannot communicate with National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) because the windstorm blew away the communications satellite dish. 

	Watney figures he has enough NASA food and supplies to last a year, but knows that will not be enough. The next Mars mission is in four years. He starts keeping a log so that in the future others will learn about what happened to him on Mars. 

	Watney is a botanist and a mechanical engineer. He decides to make a farm inside the Hab and seed it with the twelve potatoes NASA included for their Thanksgiving Day dinner. He gathers Martian soil and fertilizes it with his own waste. He must ration his trips out in the Mars atmosphere as well, because his spacesuits give him one thousand five hundred hours of extravehicular activity (EVA). All of his timekeeping on Mars is measured by sols, which are the equivalent of twenty-four hours plus thirty-nine minutes on Earth. 

	Watney must make water from hydrazine to feed the potato plants and for his own consumption. This causes an explosion, but there is no damage to the Hab. Five weeks after being left behind, he has transformed the Hab into a potato farm. 

	Back on Earth, two months later, a memorial service is held to mark Watney’s death. Venkat Kapoor, the Director of Mars Operations, is scheduled to give a eulogy, but is too upset to do so. Commander Lewis, the mission commander of Ares 3, gives a eulogy from the spacecraft Hermes. Lewis and the other crewmembers, Vogel, Beck, Johannsen, and Martinez, are still ten months away from Earth. 

	Venkat is upset because the NASA administrator, Teddy Sanders, will not allow satellite photos of the area on Mars where Watney is believed to have died. All NASA photos are in the public domain because the American taxpayer pays for NASA. Teddy is afraid Watney’s body will appear in the photos.

	Venkat wants the photos to assess the damage to the Hab.
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