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african wildlife

Dedication
For my family and friends.

And the Lord God took man and put him 
in the Garden of Eden to tend and guard 
and keep it.
genesis 2:15.



introDuction
As a child I spent annual holidays in the Kruger National 

Park and this nurtured my love for animals and wild places. 

On my fi rst visit, I had a glimpse of a leopard as it leaped 

from a rock onto an impala ram, stunning it, before rushing 

off  at the approach of our car. We watched as the impala slowly regained consciousness and ran off , 

with the leopard in hot pursuit. Th is was the start of a long fascination with Africa, one that would 

eventually take me from the boardroom to the bushveld. 

Over the years, my interest in both wildlife and photography became an obsession. However, the 

time I could devote to pursuing my passion was limited by my commitment to our family motor 

business. It was only after the company was sold, in 1989, that I fi nally had the opportunity to work 

full time on a project I had begun a few years previously, namely my book Leopard. 

Th e sights, sounds and smells of the bush took on a new dimension as I shed my business suits 

and smart sedans for khakis and a four-by-four. Th e elation I felt as I headed for Mala Mala Game 

Reserve to continue my leopard studies and photography was heightened by the realization that, at 

last, I had the freedom to explore Africa’s great wild places, fulfi lling the dream that had dominated 

my mind for so many years. 



“ To protect our children’s future we must work together 
in caring for our f ragile earth and, simply, stop taking  
it for granted. It is, after all, the only one we’ve got.”
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After giving birth, a zebra mother keeps all 
other zebras at bay for several days, giving her 
foal time to imprint on her and learn the unique 
pattern of stripes that will enable them to locate 
each other in the herd at any time.



A Goliath Heron will wait for long periods beside water for an opportune moment to strike at a passing fish. In the five 
hours that I waited alongside the Sabie River for this photograph, the heron caught two tiger fish.
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Giant Kingfishers, the largest of the family in southern Africa, 
feed primarily on small fish that they catch by diving into rivers 
and other bodies of water.
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above  After a rain shower, a lioness licks her cub’s coat. This serves 
the dual purpose of bonding and drying the cub. Lionesses form strong 
bonds within a pride and cub survival is highest when reproduction is 
synchronized in order to facilitate communal care.

right  Primates are the most socially active 
mammals and their resemblance to humans 
makes them a treat to watch as they go about 
their daily activities.
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The migration of wildebeest between 
Kenya and Tanzania is one of the 
greatest wildlife shows on earth. The 
wildebeest population grew from 
250,000 animals in 1961 to 1.3 million 
in 1977 and, contrary to expectations, 
the numbers have remained constant 
since then, being held in check by the 
availability of dry season grazing and 
natural culling by predators. 

Wildebeest numbers build up for 
hours on the banks of the Mara River 
until, finally, one brave animal takes  
the plunge, to be followed by thousands  
of others as the epic river crossing 
begins. Forty-five minutes later, it can 
all be over.  
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