F
=

BRABANT

io Boffa

Serg



Warfare in History

WARFARE IN MEDIEVAL BRABANT
1356-1406



Warfare in History
ISSN 1358-779X

Editorial Board
Matthew Bennett, Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst
David Parrott, University of Oxford
Hew Strachan, University of Oxford

This series aims to provide a wide-ranging and scholarly approach to military
history, offering both individual studies of topics or wars, and volumes giving
a selection of contemporary and later accounts of particular battles; its scope
ranges from the early medieval to the modern period.

New proposals for the series are welcomed; they should be sent to the
publisher at the address below.

Boydell and Brewer Limited, PO Box 9, Woodbridge, Suffolk, IP12 3DF

Previously published volumes in this series
are listed at the back of this book



WARFARE IN MEDIEVAL BRABANT
1356-1406

Sergio Boffa

THE BOYDELL PRESS



© Sergio Boffa 2004

All Rights Reserved. Except as permitted under current legislation
no part of this work may be photocopied, stored in a retrieval system,
published, performed in public, adapted, broadcast,
transmitted, recorded or reproduced in any form or by any means,
without the prior permission of the copyright owner

The right of Sergio Boffa to be identified as the author of this work
has been asserted in accordance with sections 77 and 78 of the
Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988

First published 2004
The Boydell Press, Woodbridge

ISBN 184383 061 2

The Boydell Press is an imprint of Boydell & Brewer Ltd
PO Box 9, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 3DE, UK
and of Boydell & Brewer Inc.
668 Mt Hope Avenue, Rochester, NY 14620, USA
website: www.boydellandbrewer.com

A catalogue record for this book is available
from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Boffa, Sergio, 1965—

Warfare in medieval Brabant, 13561406 / Sergio Boffa.

p. cm. — (Warfare in history, ISSN 1358-779X)

Includes bibliographical references.

ISBN 1-84383-061-2 (Hardback : alk. paper)
1. Brabant (Duchy) — History, Military. 2. Military art and science —
Belgium — Brabant (Duchy) — History — Medieval, 500-1500. 3. War
and society — Belgium — Brabant (Duchy) — History — To 1500. 1. Title.
II. Series.
DHS801.B79B64 2004
949.3'301 — dc22 200302433

This publication is printed on acid-free paper

Printed in Great Britain by
Antony Rowe Ltd, Chippenham, Wiltshire



Contents

List of illustrations vii
General Editor’s Preface X
Acknowledgements X1
Preface xiii
Abbreviations XV
Introduction 1

Part One: The Events

1. Military history of the duchy during the reigns of Wenceslas and of 3
Joan (1356-1383)

The war of the succession of Brabant (15 June 1356—4 June 1357) 3
Peter Coutereel and the popular uprising in the town of Leuven 10
(1360—64, 1378-83 and 1387)
The revolt of the trades of Brussels (22 July 1360) 11
The war against Waleran of Fauquemont (March 1364—19 July 1365) 14
The first war of Guelders (February 1366—19 October 1368) 15
The destruction of the castle of Hemmersbach (December 1366) 17
The war against Godfrey (III), lord of Heinsberg (1368 and 1370-71) 18
The chevauchée of Jilich (August 1371) 20
The tensions between the duke and the Estates of Brabant (1372— 24

30 April 1374)
The attempt on Wenceslas’ life by the Saintronnaires (early January 26

1375)
The war against the principality of Liége (August 1378-11 February 27
1379)

2. Military history of the duchy during the reign of Joan (1383-1406) 29
The taking of the castle of Reifferscheid (July—September 1385) 20
The second war of Guelders (May 1385-23 October 1390) 30
The destruction of the castle of Gaasbeek (March—April 1388) 35
The third war of Guelders (22 August 1397-9 June 1399) 38
Minor conflicts (1356—1406) 43

3. Assessment of half a century of war 45
The place of warfare in the history of Brabant 45
The causes of war 46
The different phases of the military history of the duchy 46

Territorial accounting 48



4. Art of war, strategy and tactics
Introduction
The art of war during the second half of the fourteenth century
The combatants
Conclusions

Part Two: The Powers

5. The duke, the duchess and their entourage
Development of the ducal dignity
The Joyeuse Entrée of Brabant and the restrictions on the military
powers of the duke
The attitude of the duke and the duchess in wartime
The Household
The Ducal Council

6. The chain of command
The hereditary officers
The appointed officers

7. The three Estates of Brabant
Introduction
The three Estates and warfare

Part Three: The Combatants

8. Nobility and chivalry in Brabant
Introduction
Definitions and peculiarities of the Brabangon nobility
Relations between nobility and chivalry in Brabant
The position of the nobility and chivalry in Brabant
The chivalric hierarchy
The place of the nobles and knights in the Brabangon armies

9. The urban militias
Introduction
Military obligations of the towns
Evolution of the organisation of the urban militias
The militia at the service of the town
The urban militias at the service of the duke

10. Mercenaries, specialists and non-combatants
The mercenaries
The artillery
The specialists
The participation of the churchmen in wartime

51
51
52
70
73

77
77
80

86
&9
91

94
94
100

113
113
114

123
123
123
124
126
127
131

133
133
134
138
147
150

152
152
156
160
166



Part Four: The Organisation

11. General organisation of the army
Revenues of the duke of Brabant
Declaration of war and mobilisation
The order of the march and the movements
Means of transport
Encampment and lodgings
Provisioning the army
Orders and their transmission
Reimbursements
The structure of the army

12. Military obligations and contracts
Forms of military service in the Middle Ages
Classical vassalage
The fief-rente
The indenture
Those exempted from military service
The size of the Brabangon armies in the fourteenth century

General conclusions
Glossary
Bibliography

Index

173
173
175
179
182
185
187
193
194
196

201
201
206
209
215
221
224

229
235

239
281



List of illustrations

Genealogical Table

The house of Leuven-Brabant

Figure

The chain of command

Maps

1 The Low Countries around 1300

2 The duchy of Brabant in the XIVth century

3 The war of succession of Brabant (1356-1357) (1)
4  The war of succession of Brabant (1356-1357) (2)
5 The revolt of the trades of Brussels (1360)

6  The northern border of the mairie of ’s Hertogenbosch
7  The chevauchée against Jiilich (1371)

8  The third war of Guelders (1397-1399)

Xvii
95

XViil
X1X

12
16
21
40



General Editor’s Preface

An English-speaking audience might be considered well aware of military activ-
ities in the Low Countries in the fourteenth century. After all, this was the
region where Edward III conducted most of his campaigns and where English
political and economic concerns were paramount. Although the Duchy of
Brabant lay further to the north and west than Flanders, so crucial to England’s
wool trade, it had other important connections with the kingdom, and military
ones at that: Brabangon mercenaries had served Henry I, in the twelfth century,
although their fame was comparatively short-lived, and in the fourteenth
century this role was reciprocated by men-at-arms and archers drawn from
England to serve the duchy’s rulers and defend its towns.

Yet there has been no detailed study of the military organization of a terri-
torial unit of this size before, in any language. It is therefore most fortunate that
Serge Boffa has made Brabant his focus (as evidenced already by a series of
articles on the subject) and now is able to draw his conclusions from a study of
the duchy over half a century and more, extending the seminal work of H. J.
Hewitt, and his co-linguists J. F. Verbruggen and Claude Gaier. He begins with
an overview of military activity during the reigns of Wenceslas and Joan. What
is particularly useful about this approach is that enables Boffa to examine many
different levels of warfare, ranging from interstate conflict to much lower-level
disputes including urban rebellions, ducal campaigns against recalcitrant vassals
and internecine conflicts and feuds. This is followed by an overview of how war
was conducted in the period, in respect of broader strategy (together with obser-
vations on chevauchée, the most common form of operations), fortress and siege
warfare, guerrilla activities and pitched battles. It is set against the background
of often low-level and transitory warfare characterised as guerre guerroyante,
which entitled war to be represented as ever-present as death, plague and
famine, in the popular image of the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse.

The latter parts of the book are concerned with structure. Part Two deals with
the power and involvement in military affairs of the rulers: initially Wenceslas,
but then Joan, with all the problems implied by leadership by an elderly woman.
(Joan certainly impressed the chronicler Dynter, though, who accords her this
accolade: ‘As a woman of great courage, after the manner of a virtuous man, she
knew her own mind’.) The section on the constraints placed upon ducal
authority is particularly insightful and a welcome corrective to any lingering
ideas of a ‘feudal pyramid’ in territorial principalities. This might create the
requirement for the ruler to wage ‘private’ rather than ‘common’ war in pursuit
of political aims or military necessities. Not that s/he was entirely on his or her
own in the matter, as the study of ducal officials shows. The powerful nature of
the Estates in an urbanised region led to further restrictions on ducal power, as
well as providing important financial reserves.

Boffa’s study of the nature and organization of the combatants is equally
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rewarding. It serves above all to remind the reader of the variety and complexity
of medieval military organization (a point often missed by military historians
who confine their studies to the modern world). The role of what he calls the
‘nobility and chivalry’ of Brabant is set in the context of the contribution of the
urban militias and the many specialists. Among this last group he describes the
role of artillery, both ducal and urban, showing its increasing importance.

His concluding section deals first with mobilisation, logistics, pay and types
of units; there is plenty of fresh material here to help make sense of military
operations at a tactical level. Then Boffa explores the nature of traditional obli-
gations and financial inducements which recruited men in to the forces of the
duchy and sustained them. Finally, he looks at exemptions from military service
(another timeless issue), and considers the size of forces available to the ruler.
That the very modest number of 2,500 is considered enough to make a duke
‘one of the great rulers of the time’ tells us much about the constraints upon his
power, most notably exercised by the Estates. Small numbers engaged in
warfare do not need to imply limited impact upon wider society, even to the
point of its breakdown, as a glance at failing states in the modern world
evidences.

Boffa identifies a period of transition (from feudal society to state bureau-
cracy), and is clear that Brabant in 1400 had not achieved this yet. The nation
state, with all its malign implications in the expansion of warfare, still lay in the
future. Yet he is keen to point out that the fifteenth century was not an age of
decadence, as the equally malign influence of Huizinga’s Waning of the Middle
Ages still encourages people to believe. This thesis has been long refuted, but
those outside the field of medieval studies are seldom aware of newer interpreta-
tions. Boffa’s work makes a valuable contribution to ensuring that historians,
and especially military historians, have no excuse to remain ill-informed.

Matthew Bennett
Royal Military Academy Sandhurst
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Preface

Military history is all too often confused with the traditional history of battles.
This discipline therefore receives much less attention nowadays than religious,
economic or social history. This is regrettable, as the phenomenon of warfare
was part of the everyday life of medieval man. The principal consequence of this
rejection is that there exists no detailed study or overview of the military history
of the duchy of Brabant. There are only a few monographs, often rather dated,
dealing with isolated events such as the battles of Steppes, Worringen and
Baesweiler. The duchy of Brabant cuts a pitiful figure in comparison with the
county of Flanders or the principality of Li¢ge, which for some decades have
benefited from the attention of two excellent historians, Verbruggen and Gaier.
With this present work, I hope to fill a part of this void. The history of Brabant is
so extensive that it is impossible for me to exhaust the subject in a single book.
For this reason, I have restricted myself to the long reign of Joan (1356-14006).
To begin with, this was a richly eventful period. The political life was particu-
larly lively as we can observe the political triumph of the three Estates of
Brabant and the emergence of the House of Burgundy in the Low Countries.
Furthermore, the reign of Joan lies in the midst of the Hundred Years” War. In
Brabant as in the neighbouring principalities, the forms of medieval warfare
were changing rapidly and deserve a detailed analysis. Finally, fifty years is a
period long enough for me to draw some general conclusions from it. I shall not
scruple, however, to go beyond these chronological bounds when it seems neces-
sary. It would be a shame not to cite certain remarkable documents anterior or
posterior to the events which I am studying. Nonetheless, I shall not go beyond
the year 1430, when the duchy was absorbed into the Burgundian domains and
underwent major political and institutional reforms. I am fully conscious of not
having addressed all the facets of my subject. The limits imposed on this work
and the bulk of the records at my disposal oblige me to pass over certain matters,
some of them important, concerning medieval warfare. Economic problems are
therefore not considered. The sources on this subject are so abundant that
another book would have to be devoted to them. Similarly, the complexities of
fortifications, the mentality of the combatants and their armament, must all
unfortunately be absent from my work. Even so, I believe that I have presented a
coherent view of the military organisation of Brabant during the second half of
the fourteenth century.
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Part One

THE EVENTS






1

Military History of the Duchy during the Reigns of
Wenceslas of Luxemburg and of Joan (1356-1383)

The war of the succession of Brabant (15 June 1356—4 June 1357)

The succession to John III (December 1355) was a key moment in the history of
the duchy, conditioning its course throughout the second half of the fourteenth
century.! In 1347, the eldest daughter of John III, Joan of Brabant, was promised
in marriage to Wenceslas, count of Luxemburg. Their marriage was celebrated a
few years later.2 At that time, nobody expected Joan to succeed her father. Two
of the three sons of John III were still alive at the time of the betrothal, and one
at the time of the marriage. Their deaths, first of Henry (d.1349) and then of
Godfrey (d.1352), completely altered the situation. For the first time since the
twelfth century, the duke of Brabant had no male heir. Of his three daughters, he
selected Joan and designated her as his sole heir. He intended thereby to fore-
stall the troubles that might spring from the claims of the husbands of his two
younger daughters: Louis of Male, count of Flanders, husband of Margaret of
Brabant, and Renaud III, count of Guelders, husband of Mary of Brabant. The
duke wished to be sure that his decision would be respected. On 8§ March 1355
(n. st.), he assembled the representatives of the principal towns and freeholds,
who undertook to remain united and to recognise, after his death, one person
alone as sovereign of all his estates.> On 17 May, the principal feudatories made
the same undertaking.* On the death of John III (5 December 1355), Joan and
Wenceslas succeeded him; but on 3 January 1356, they were obliged to concede
the charter of the Joyeuse Entrée in exchange for the support of the duchy.’
Louis of Male contested the arrangements made by the late duke and
demanded a division of his territories. The new sovereigns of Brabant could not
accept this, by virtue of the first article of the Joyeuse Entrée; nor could the
members of the Estates, owing to their oaths in 1355.6 The count remained
intransigent and tried underhandedly to seize the seigniory of Malines, which

I De Smet, Mémoire sur les guerres; Lindemans, ‘De oorlogen tusschen Brabant en
Vlaanderen’; Laurent and Quicke, ‘La guerre de la succession du Brabant’; Blockmans, ‘De
erfstrijd tussen Vlaanderen en Brabant’.
2 Between 16 November 1351 and 20 April 1352 (Wurth-Paquet, ‘Table . . . Wenceslas’,
. 1; Uyttebrouck, Le gouvernement, 1, p. 27; Avonds, Brabant . . . De grote, pp. 185-7).

BY, 11, p. 473.

BY, 11, p. 475.

Van Bragt, De Blijde, pp. 20 et seq.

Le Bel, Vraies, 1, pp. 228-9. On the Joyeuse Entrée see Chapter 7.

SNV Y. o}
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had been under Brabangon control since the treaties of Saint-Quentin (June
1347).7 This enclave within Brabant played an important economic role, as it
permitted control of the basin of Rupel and assured commercial relations
between Antwerp and the other towns of Brabant. From January 1356, the count
entered secretly into negotiations with the Magistracy of the town,® and on 13
April, he had his possession of the seigniory recognised by the bishop of Liege
and the chapter of Saint-Lambert.” This seizure of power was a direct attack on
the sovereignty of the duke of Brabant, and relations between the two principali-
ties rapidly declined towards a state of war. The count of Flanders justified this
aggression on different grounds entirely: he had not yet received the dowry
promised by John III to his wife at the time of their marriage, and for this, he
demanded reparations.1?

At the end of the month of May, Wenceslas prepared for the worst, recruiting
men-at-arms and reinforcing the fortresses of the duchy.!! On 5 June, Joan and
Wenceslas gave up some of their jewels as security against the sum of 15,000
vieux écus.'? The day after, the Estates granted them an extraordinary aid of
450,000 vieux écus, to provide means to organise the defence.!> On 15 June
1356, Louis of Male declared war,'#4 and three days later ordered his troops to
invade Brabant, making for the abbey of Affligem.!> This monastery had been
reinforced by a considerable garrison and was an important Brabangon
outpost.!® Rather than lay siege to it and lose the advantage of surprise, the
Flemish pushed on into the duchy without delay.!” Wenceslas and his men
advanced rapidly to meet them and the two armies met near the village of Asse
on 19 June.!¥ As neither the count of Flanders nor the duke of Brabant wished to
risk a pitched battle,!® negotiations were undertaken on the initiative of
Wenceslas. It was agreed that to Margaret should be assigned the seigniory of
Malines or some equivalent possessions within Brabant. The count even
received secret assurances from the Brabangon negotiators that he would gain
possession of the coveted seigniory.?? Satisfied, Louis of Male retired to his own
domains and demobilised his army.2!

7 Laurent, ‘Les conventions de Saint-Quentin’; Lucas, ‘John III, Duke of Brabant’.

8 De Limburg-Stirum, Cartulaire, 1, pp. 501-2; 11, p. 143.

9 Bormans and Schoolmeesters, Cartulaire, IV, pp. 226—6.

10 BY, I, p. 545; Chronicon comitum Flandrensium, p. 229; Rymkronyk van Vlaenderen,
p. 848.

11 The first act mentioning the recruitment of men-at-arms dates from 28 May 1356 (AGR,
CB, 914).

12 AGR, Mss div., 383, f. 115-17.

13" Den luyster, 1, p. 137.

14 BY, II, p. 476.

15 Van Werveke, Gentse stads, pp. 184, 223.

16 The abbey is even called ‘tcasteel tAffelghem’ by Despars, Cronycke, 11, p. 440.

17" Breve chronicon, p. 27.

18 The presence of the duke at Asse is confirmed by a document dated from that place (AGR,
CB, 983).

19 Butkens, Les trophées, 1, p. 469.

20 BY, II, pp. 477-80; De Limburg-Stirum, Cartulaire, 11, p. 155.

21 Breve chronicon, p. 27; Van Werveke, Gentse stads, p. 223; BY, 11, p. 481; De Limburg-
Stirum, Cartulaire, 11, p. 147.
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Map 3. The war of succession of Brabant (1356-1357) (1)

The peace was short-lived. The duchess and the Magistracies of Brussels and
Leuven did not accept the conditions proposed by the count and too easily
accepted by Wenceslas. The Brabangon negotiators were arrested and the duke
was excluded from the negotiations.?2 As Laurent and Quicke remark, this was a
‘véritable coup d’état’.23 By about 15 July the peace was broken.2* The count of
Flanders gathered a new army between Grammont and Ninove.? In Brabant, the
situation was poor. The duke was in conflict with the towns when he needed the
support of their militias. To ensure the neutrality of Joan’s other sister during the
coming conflict, Joan and Wenceslas offered to Mary of Brabant, on 25 July, the

22 BY, II, p. 416; Von Northof, Die Chronik, p. 90.
23 Laurent and Quicke, ‘La guerre’, pp. 92-3.

24 Breve chronicon, p. 217.

25 Breve chronicon, p. 28.
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freehold of Turnhout and eight other villages and an annual rent of 7,000
florins. In exchange, she and her husband were to renounce any claim to the
estates of Joan.2¢

The first skirmishes began at the start of the next month.2” On 7 August, a
small Flemish fleet moored before Antwerp and blockaded the Scheldt. About a
thousand men-at-arms disembarked and laid siege to the town.?® For three
weeks, another flotilla operated before Lillo, destroying the villages of Lillo,
Oorderen and Coustelle.?? The second invasion began on 9 August 1356.39 This
time, the Flemish pushed further south so as to avoid the abbey of Affligem and
attack the capital of the duchy directly. From Ninove they advanced on Brussels,
ravaging the seigniory of Gaasbeek and many small villages.?! A Brabangon
force under the orders of Gerard, count of Berg, attempted to stop them at
Lombeek-Notre-Dame, but had to fall back on Brussels as the enemy were too
numerous.’? On 12 August, the Flemish arrived in sight of the capital and took
position between Molenbeek-Saint-Jean and Anderlecht,®* while the
Brabangons took position on the plain of Scheut. Should they hazard a pitched
battle, or fortify themselves in the city and wait for reinforcements? After a
council of war, it was decided to give battle at Scheut on 17 August.>* The day
was lost and would be known by the name of quade woensdag.?> The
Brabancgons retreated towards Brussels. The knights, being on horseback while
the Flemish army was composed principally of infantry, were largely able to
escape from death or capture. An unpleasant surprise was waiting for the refu-
gees. The Bruxellois, wishing to prevent the Flemish entering the city on the
tails of the routers, kept the gates of the capital closed. The fugitives therefore
headed further south so as to put themselves beyond the enemy’s reach. On the
next day (18 August), the Magistracy of Brussels decided to surrender. The
count of Flanders was recognised as the legitimate lord of the town.’¢ On 20
August, he made a triumphal entry into Malines,?” and by the end of the month,
the most important towns of Brabant had submitted: Leuven38 and Vilvorde3® on
the 22nd, Antwerp* and the land of Grimbergen*! on the 23rd, and Tirlemont,*?

26 AGR, Mss div., 1.770, f. 3-5; CB, 926; BY, II, pp. 482-5.

27 Breve chronicon, pp. 27-8.

28 Goovaerts, ‘La flotte de Louis de Male’; Prims, Geschiedenis, 111, pp. 15-19, 25-8.

29 Breve chronicon, p. 28; Goovaerts, ‘La flotte’, pp. 45, 48, 56, 57, 58.

30 Von Northof, Die Chronik, p. 90; Villani, Cronica, 111, 6, p. 206; Van Werveke, Gentse
stads, p. 237.

31 Breve chronicon, p. 28; Despars, Cronycke, 11, p. 440.

32 Breve chronicon, pp. 28-9.

33 Villani, Cronica, 111, 6, p. 206; Despars, Cronycke, 11, p. 440.

34 Le Bel, Vraies, 1, p. 230; Butkens, Les trophées, 1, pp. 469-70.

35 Schayes, ‘Chronique . . . Rouge-Cloitre’, p. 87.

36 BY, I1, pp. 490-3, 497; Le Bel, Vraies, 1, pp. 231-2.

37 Van Doren and Hermans, Inventaire, 1, pp. 53-5; 11, p. 18; BY, 1L, pp. 493-5.

38 BY, II, p. 505; DD, I11, p. 27; Le Bel, Vraies, 1, p. 232; Von Northof, Die Chronik, p. 91.
39 BY, II, pp. 498-9.

40 BY, II, pp. 499, 503; Le Bel, Vraies, 1, p. 232; Verachter, Inventaire, pp. 48—49; Goovaerts,
‘La flotte’, pp. 37, 48, 57-8.

41 BY, II, pp. 501, 505.

42 BY, I, p. 502; Le Bel, Vraies, I, p. 232.
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Lierre,*® Halen* and Léau® on the 24th. Only Maastricht, ’s Hertogenbosch and
Nivelles remained loyal to Wenceslas, and that last was shortly to fall into
enemy hands.* The remote position of the other two places explains why they
were not disquieted.*’” The count of Flanders also demanded the principal
Brabangon lords should pay him homage, and many obeyed him, although
significant numbers did remain faithful to Joan and Wenceslas.*®

The Flemish military offensive was partnered with a diplomatic offensive.
On 17 August, an alliance was concluded between Louis of Male and Engelbert
of La Mark, bishop of Liege.*” Some days later, he defied Joan and Wenceslas®
and on 21 August, the first Liégeois troops attacked Brabant.’! William I, count
of Namur and rival to Wenceslas for the possession of the domains of Mirwart,
Orchimont, Lomprez, Villance, etc,’? seized the opportunity. On 18 August, he
struck the south of Brabant.>? Shortly afterwards, however, on 24 August, Louis
of Male asked them to cease the warlike preparations as he now had the control
of the duchy.?* This control rapidly proved illusory, since as the Flemish militias
wished to return home, Louis of Male could place only small garrisons in the
conquered areas and had no real occupying force.® The count of Flanders
lacked leverage over the Brabangon towns, which began to regret Joan and
Wenceslas.>¢

After Scheut, the remnants of the Brabangon army regrouped at Leuven. The
duke could not remain there as the townspeople reproached him for the defeat
and announced that they intended to surrender.’” Wenceslas departed to rejoin
his brother, the king of the Romans, while a large number of knights returned to
the duchy of Limburg or to the lands of Outre-Meuse.>® Joan did not accompany
her husband. She took shelter in her dower lands of Binche, where she remained
for one month.*® Then, at the end of September, she arrived at ’s Hertogenbosch,

43 BY, II, p. 500.

44 BY, II, p. 502.

45 BY, I, p. 501.

46 Le Bel, Vraies, 1, p. 232; De Rivo, Gesta, p. 7, D’Outremeuse, Chronique, p. 186.

47 This is also the case for Diest, Heusden, Grave, Limburg, Dalhem, Wassenberg, Rolduc,
Sprimont and Kerpen, which the count of Flanders summoned to pay him homage (BY, IL, pp.
514-15).

48 BY, II, pp. 50614, 515-16; Le Bel, Vraies, 1, p. 233.

49 BY, II, pp. 487-90; Schoonbroodt, Inventaire, p. 215; De Limburg-Stirum, Cartulaire, 11,
pp- 480-2; Bormans and Schoolmeesters, Cartulaire, IV, pp. 243—6.

50 D’Outremeuse, Chronique, p. 185.

51 Le Bel, Vraies, 1, p. 235; De Rivo, Gesta, p. 7, D’Outremeuse, Chronique, pp. 186-7; Von
Northof, Die Chronik, p. 91; Annales Floreffienses, p. 629.

52 Bertholet, Histoire, preuves, p. XXXIX; Balon, ‘Corganisation’, pp. 62-3.

53 Le Bel, Vraies, 1, p. 235; Von Northof, Die Chronik, p. 91; Annales Floreffienses, p. 629.
54 Von Northof, Die Chronik, pp. 91-2.

55 Van Werveke, Gentse stads, p. 237; Breve chronicon, p. 30.

56 Le Bel, Vraies, 1, pp. 232-3.

57 Le Bel, Vraies, 1, p. 232; D’Outremeuse, Chronique, p. 185.

58 Huber, Die Regesten, p. 202.

59 D’Outremeuse, Chronique, p. 185; Le Bel, Vraies, 1, p. 231.
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Map 4. The war of succession of Brabant (1356-1357) (2)

which was still faithful to the Brabangon cause.®® There she represented the
legitimate government of ‘free’ Brabant. On 6 October, she informed Leuven
and Brussels that the king of the Romans supported Wenceslas and that an army
was coming to liberate Brabant.®! Hope revived little by little and many lords
openly declared themselves on the duchess’ side.2 On 24 October, Everard
t’Serclaes, a patrician of Brussels, and a few companions in arms entered the
capital by night, hauled down the enemy flag and set the Brabangon standard
flying over Brussels once again. This daring action impressed the populace, who
rose in revolt and put the Flemish garrison to flight. It took only five days for the

60 AGR, CB, 932 bis; Piot, ‘Renseignement’, p. 190.

61 BY, II, p. 516; AGR, CB, 936, 937, etc. Jean le Bel estimates their strength at ‘bien mille
ou XII€ armeures de fer’ (Le Bel, Vraies, I, p. 235).

62 BY, II, pp. 510-13.
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other towns of the duchy to follow suit. At the end of October, the duke of
Brabant was able to write to his brother that the whole duchy had been liberated
except for the seigniory of Malines.> Winter approached and the weather
worsened. Both sides took to skirmish warfare as it was no longer possible to
undertake large-scale military operations at this time of year.®* The Brabangons
successfully harassed the county of Namur® and, on 26 November 1356, a truce
of one month was agreed.®® On 6 February 1357, the count of Namur undertook
no longer to wage war on Brabant except as a vassal of the count of Flanders,
whom he would serve with only a restricted number of men-at-arms.®’ Aban-
doned by his allies, the count of Flanders did not admit defeat. The war con-
tinued, but in an episodic manner, without the raising of large troops, without
major chevauchées and without any important battles. This state of affairs could
have persisted indefinitely, but the Brabangons wished to find a solution rapidly.

Joan and Wenceslas appealed to William of Bavaria, count of Hainault and of
Holland. On 29 March 1357 (n. st.), he declared himself on the side of Brabant
in exchange for being enfeoffed with the seigniory of Heusden. This alliance
was strengthened on 12 April by the promise of mutual aid to the extent of 1,000
knights and 8,000 foot soldiers.®® The duke appeared ready to mount an offen-
sive when, on 5 May, William of Bavaria suddenly changed sides. He offered to
support Louis of Male and even to fight alongside him if a peaceful solution
could not be found.® Trapped, Joan and Wenceslas accepted the idea of arbitra-
tion by the count of Hainault, and on 1 June, they swore to carry out his judge-
ment.”” On 4 June, peace was concluded and the war of the succession of
Brabant was over.”! The peace was entirely favourable to the count of Flanders.
The seigniory of Malines was ceded to him and became an independent enclave
within Brabancon territory. As he had not yet received his wife’s dowry,
Margaret was granted the fief of the town of Antwerp and its dependencies. This
was a severe blow for Brabant as, although the territories were held in fief from
the duke, they nonetheless disappeared totally from the life of the duchy
between 1357 and 1406.72 In exchange, Louis of Male recognised Joan’s legiti-
mate right to the duchy. However, as the towns of Brussels, Leuven, Nivelles and
Tirlemont, as well as a certain number of nobles, had recognised him as duke of

63 DD, IIL, p. 29; De Rivo, Gesta, p. 7.

64 Le Bel, Vraies, I, p. 237.

65 Von Northof, Die Chronik, p. 92; Le Bel, Vraies, 1, pp. 237-8; DD, III, p. 29;
D’Outremeuse, Chronique, p. 186.

66 Wurth-Paquet, ‘Table . . . Wenceslas’, p. 42.

67 Bertholet, Histoire, VII, preuves, pp. 20-1; Le Bel, Vraies, I, p. 240. Balon is mistaken in
presenting a list of about forty foreign vassals who had to serve the count on this occasion. I
find therein several Brabangons including John of Leefdaal and Gerard of Rotselaar, lord of
Vorselaar and marshal of the duke of Brabant. It is not likely that these would have fought
against Joan and Wenceslas (Balon, ‘L’ organisation’, pp. 35-6).

68 BY, II, p. 535; Van Mieris, Groot, 11, p. 867.

69 Van Mieris, Groot, 111, p. 21; BY, II, pp. 536-41; Devillers, Cartulaire, 1, p. 499.

70 BY, II, pp. 542-3; Van Mieris, Groot, 111, p. 23.

71 BY, II, pp. 543-8.

72 Uyttebrouck, Le gouvernement, 1, pp. 47-8.
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Brabant and he had taken this title only at their request, he continued to bear the
title throughout his lifetime. Apart from the territories gained by Flanders, let us
recall that the freehold of Turnhout was held in fief by Mary of Brabant and her
husband and that the castle, town and lands of Heusden had been ceded in fief to
William of Bavaria. Brabant thus emerged much reduced from this conflict.

Peter Coutereel and the popular uprisings
in the town of Leuven (1360-64, 137883 and 1387)

In the fourteenth century, Brabant was much less troubled by democratic or
popular movements than were its neighbours, Flanders and Li¢ge.”> We can
identify a few attempts at insurrection but these crises were only momentary.
Only the town of Brussels in 1303—1306 underwent any great disturbance.’
This is easily explained. Traditionally, the dukes of Brabant had always
supported the patricians, but at the death of John III, the situation changed radi-
cally. Wenceslas declared himself the adversary of this privileged class, which
tried to govern the city without regard for the wishes of the prince. He was not at
all accustomed to such an attitude as the duchy of Luxemburg had no such
powerful and semi-autonomous towns. Furthermore, the towns had imposed the
Joyeuse Entrée on him, and their behaviour during the war of the succession of
Brabant had been worse than dubious: they refused a peace treaty agreed by
Wenceslas; after the defeat at Scheut, Brussels closed its doors to him; Leuven
insisted he leave the city; the principal towns of the duchy offered scant resis-
tance to the enemy, and so on. Wenceslas thus had good reason to be angry with
them. Wisely, the duke did not attack their power directly, but rather remained a
spectator to the internecine discord that weakened them.

I shall not give an account here of the troubles that disturbed the government
of the town of Leuven between 1360 and 1387. Although their significance for
the social and institutional history of Brabant is great, from the military point of
view we find nothing but a few shows of force by Wenceslas. The duke camped
his army under the walls of Leuven in October 1361, February 1363, January
1380 and December to January 1382. What is more, the most interesting period
— the government of Peter Coutereel — has been the subject of several excellent
works. Let us simply note that Wenceslas profited greatly from the internecine
discord of the people and lineages of Leuven. The patricians were humiliated
before the duke and he extracted enormous sums of money, destined to help
defray the costs of the war of the succession of Brabant. It was commonly said
in Brabant in the fourteenth century that in less than one year the duke had
obtained more money from the city of Leuven than if he had sold the city and its
lands outright.”

73 Poullet, Mémoire sur Pierre Coutereel; Sermon, Geschiedenis van Peeter Coutherele; Van
Uytven, ‘Peter Couthereel en de troebelen’; Van Uytven, ‘Plutokratie in de ‘oude
demokratieén’ .

74 Bonenfant, ‘Le premier gouvernement démocratique’.

75 DD, 111, p. 54; BY, IL, p. 175.
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The revolt of the trades of Brussels (22 July 1360)

The revolt of the artisans in Brussels in July 1360 is explicable in terms of a
number of factors.”® To begin with, the economic situation in the city of
Brussels was disastrous. In the course of the fourteenth century the town had
extended large subsidies to the dukes of Brabant for war expenses. This expen-
diture weighed heavily on the treasury of Brussels and the Bruxellois were
loaded down with taxes.”” This situation influenced the plebs, naturally hostile
to the patricians from among whom the members of the Magistracy were
recruited. Secondly, the Flemish occupation of 1356 caused internal conflicts
between the lineages of Brussels. The friends of the count were opposed to the
friends of the duke and the patrician class was clearly divided.”® By contrast, the
commoners had remained distrustful of the Flemish. To reward their loyalty,
Wenceslas granted them a part in the government of the town. It was at the end
of 1356 or in the first days of 1357 that the plebeians took a place in the govern-
ment.” This gain was only temporary and from 1359 the patricians once more
governed the city alone.8 The commoners must have dreamed of regaining the
power they had recently lost, and the action of Peter Coutereel in Leuven was
surely an example for the Bruxellois. Financial distress, division among the
patricians, humiliation of the commons and the appearance of a charismatic
leader; everything was in place for disaster.

If none of our sources indicate that Peter Coutereel played a role in the prepa-
rations for the uprising in Brussels, the facts speak for themselves. In Leuven,
the commoners seized power on the evening of 21 July. The uprising in Brussels
took place the next day. The common accord among the artisans should not
surprise us. Also in 1360, popular uprisings broke out in Antwerp.8!

Initially, the artisans of Brussels were to take up arms on 23 July. However,
the patricians learned of their belligerent intentions, and in the middle of the
night they gathered in arms before the town hall. Gerard of Rotselaar, lord of
Vorselaar, who had been at Leuven the previous day where he had perhaps
learned of the existence of a conspiracy in the capital, had hastened to inform
the Magistracy of Brussels. After taking counsel, it was agreed to search out the
leaders of the insurrection and to call the powerful corporation of the butchers
before the échevins. Menacingly, the butchers refused to obey and replied that
they would come when they had time. The uprising was not general but limited
to the butchers, fullers and weavers. The latter joined the fight by attacking the
Steenporte, a part of the first city wall.82 On hearing this news, the patricians
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