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Introduction

by Karen Krizanovich

Even though few (and fewer) people are professional critics, everyone thinks they are movie critics, and there are good reasons for this. As Alfred Hitchcock said, ‘Drama is life with the dull parts left out,’ and we love films because they allow an escape from ordinary life and lead us to see new possibilities in our own existence. They show us things we haven’t even imagined, like who’d have thought a basketball could be your best friend (as in Cast Away)?

What Hitchcock said about life also applies to infographics: they represent statistical information with all the boring stuff left out. Experts say that infographics are often the fastest and most memorable way to grasp the facts. This is because infographics slot right into our visual system’s tendency to look for patterns and trends, allowing brains (and their owners) to stash vital information and keep it fresh. In short, when you learn something via an infographic, the practical result is that you’ll probably do better at a party, quiz or job interview. Infographics, if used wisely, could make you a popular source of knowledge. Or a wiseass, which would be bad, so take care when using this stuff in public.

Everyone thinks they know more about films than they really do. You don’t get people arguing over modern dance or classical bluegrass music the way people go on and on about films. Just because you spend large parts of your life watching films does not make you an expert, however. Hence, in the competitive sphere of ‘talking about films’, film infographics give you a keen overview of vital arguments about zombies, James Bond locations and so much more. Such knowledge will undoubtedly astound and edify those who weren’t quite sure what to make of you. Also, for those who are not numerically inclined, infographics can provide a historical timeline that’s easy to remember. In an art form such as films – which are also a popular entertainment – visual mnemonics are
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key to building a frame for serious thinking.

Naturally, infographics can’t cover everything, even when they are as adorable and witty as these are. There will be items with which you will take exception—but remember what the famous statistician George E. P. Box said in 1987; ‘Essentially, all models are wrong, but some are useful.’ Infographics are useful but they are not and cannot be the whole story. This is because even the whole story is never the whole story in the unending tramp towards the cinematic future, whatever that turns out to be (a quick ‘Hello!’ to the inventors of the Betamax). As the famous American mathematician John Tukey also quipped, ‘Far better an approximate answer to the right question, which is often vague, than an exact answer to the wrong question, which can always be made precise.’ I’d say to Mr Tukey, ‘Attaboy!’ if only I knew him personally.

Enjoy an infographic and marvel at the cleverness of its visuals and the sheer variety of the ways in which it covers data that you think you know. And if you find something that is reasonably wrong–this means sticking to the same level of detail the graphic has and not going further into the Morass of More Data–well done! There’s always more data being found, and this changes the way we look at old data. The two need each other. Without the data appreciater, all graphics would be for nought. Or, as H. G. Wells wrote in 1904, ‘The time may not be very remote when it will be understood that for complete initiation as an efficient citizen of one of the new great complex world wide states that are now developing, it is as necessary to be able to compute, to think in averages and maxima and minima, as it is now to be able to read and write.’ Infographics are, perhaps, essential training for your future.

There will be things that we’ve left out on purpose, and you want to know why? Because as the great actor, director, producer and movie sage Sean Penn once said; ‘When everything gets answered, it’s fake.’

9
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MAY TO DECEMBER AFFAIRS

The age difference between male and female leads in movies has often been a story of May–December romances, and things have barely changed since 1946 when Bogey – who was almost 30 years older than his co-star – wooed and won Lauren Bacall. In 2011, Liam Neeson was 26 years older than his wife in Unknown, January Jones. But then, in 2010 Melissa Leo (50) played mother to Mark Wahlberg (39) in The Fighter…

Lauren Bacall 17

Claire Bloom 21

Debbie Reynolds 20

Audrey Hepburn 28

Brigitte Bardot 33

Bud Cort 23

Greta Scacchi, Toyah Wilcox 24 26

Darlanne Fluegel 28

Judith Godrèche 18

Meg Ryan 31

Anne Heche 29

Catherine Zeta Jones 30

Winona Ryder 29

Scarlett Johansson 19

Nicole Kidman 36

Jay Brannan 23

Mary-Kate Olsen 21

Violante Placido 34

January Jones, Diane Kruger 33 35

Age gap To Have and To Have Not Limelight Singin’ in the Rain Funny Face A Coeur Joie Harold and Maude The Ebony Tower Tough Guys La Désenchantée Prelude to a Kiss Six Days Seven Nights Entrapment Autumn in New York Lost in Translation The Human Stain Shortbus The Wackness The American Unknown

46 Humphrey Bogart

63 Charlie Chaplin

40 Gene Kelly

58 Fred Astaire

60 James Robertson Justice

74 Ruth Gordon

77 Laurence Olivier

70 Kirk Douglas

56 Marcel Bozonnet

71 Sidney Walker

57 Harrison Ford

69 Sean Connery

51 Richard Gere

53 Bill Murray

66 Anthony Hopkins

71 Allen Mandell

64 Sir Ben Kingsley

49 George Clooney

59 Liam Neeson

15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80

Actor’s age at time of filming
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URBAN MYTHS: THE MOVIES

Urban myths have been handed down the generations since a trip to the movies meant watching shadows flicker on a cave wall. Naturally those myths have become the stuff of major (and minor) movie plots.

Bloody Mary – looking in a mirror and chanting a spirit’s name can call them into being Beetlejuice, Candyman, Bloody Mary, The Legend Of Bloody Mary, Paranormal Activity 3

Aliens have left ‘signs’ for us to read on Earth Stargate (pyramids), The Fifth Element (pyramids), Signs (crop circles), Alien Vs. Predator (2004, Pyramid)

The Babysitter and the Killer Upstairs, in which a female babysitter receives frightening phone calls while babysitting… that are coming from the house in which she’s sitting Fright, Black Christmas, Halloween, When A Stranger Calls, When A Stranger Calls Back, Scream, The House Of The Devil

Bigfoot, a large, unidentified ape-like creature covered in brown hair walks the mountains and forests of North America Bigfoot, The Legend Of Boggy Creek, Night Of The Demon, Harry And The Hendersons, Monsters, Inc., Abominable, Strange Wilderness

Men in black suits who claim to be investigating UFO sightings for the government are actually aliens, or at least half-aliens Invasion Of The Body Snatchers, Men In Black (1997), The Matrix (1999), Men In Black II (2002), The Matrix Revolutions (2003), The Matrix Reloaded (2003), MIB 3 (2012)

The Hook, in which an escaped lunatic with a hook for a hand leaves it hanging from a young couple’s make-out vehicle I Know What You Did Last Summer, I Still Know What You Did Last Summer, Lovers Lane, I’ll Always Know What You Did Last Summer

11
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NAME THAT MOVIE 1970S

Use these graphics to identify the titles of ten memorable films from the 1970s. The first letter of each film title is included to help you identify it.

P

Y

D

X

A

H

J

R

O

W

12 For the answers, see end credits, p160
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HAVE YOU SEEN THIS WOMAN?

The composite perfect leading lady according to a panel of (female) critics would look like this:

Cameron Diaz’s eyes

There’s Something About Mary, 1998 $370m

Natalie Portman’s nose

Star Wars Episode I – The Phantom Menace, 1999 $1.03bn

Angelina Jolie’s lips

Mr & Mrs Smith, 2005 $478m

Halle Berry’s neck

X-Men: The Last Stand, 2006 $459m

Milla Jovovich’s arms

The Fifth Element, 1997 $264m

Keira Knightley’s hips

Pirates Of The Caribbean: Dead Man’s Chest, 2006 $1.07bn

Geena Davis’ skull [and Susan Sarandon’s brain] Thelma & Louise, 1991 $100m

Megan Fox’s hair

Transformers: Revenge Of The Fallen, 2009 $836m

Kate Blanchett’s cheekbones

Lord Of The Rings: Return Of The King, 2003 $1.12bn

Anne Hathaway’s chin

The Dark Knight Rises, 2012 $1.1bn

Scarlett Johansson’s breasts

Marvel’s The Avengers, 2012 $1.5bn

Kate Beckinsale’s rear end

Pearl Harbor, 2001 $449m

Olivia Wilde’s legs

Tron Legacy, 2010 $ 400m

Information courtesy of Box Office Mojo. Used with permission. 13
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HOLLYWOOD’S MOST WANTED (PART 1)

The top six actors in terms of career box office success in America are, in decreasing order, Tom Hanks, Eddie Murphy, Harrison Ford, Samuel L. Jackson, Morgan Freeman and Tom Cruise. Plotting the route of their success over each actor’s career throws up some interesting facts.

Tom Hanks

*Toy Story 3 (2010)

10 9 19 2

Eddie Murphy

*Shrek 2 (2004)

9 7 20 2

Harrison Ford

*Indiana Jones And The Kingdom Of The Crystal Skull (2008)

10 8 13 3

1st 4,073.0m

2nd $3,810.4m

3rd $3,561.6m

14
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KEY

Films grossing $0- $33m Films grossing $67- $299m

Films grossing $34-$66m Blockbusters ( $300m+)

*= highest grossing film

Samuel L. Jackson

*Marvel’s The Avengers (2012)

34 13 7 4

Morgan Freeman

*The Dark Knight (2008)

25 17 3 2

Tom Cruise

*War Of The Worlds (2005)

6 13 14 0

4th $3,504.1m

5th $3,404.9m

6th $3,164.4m

Information courtesy of Box Office Mojo and IMDb (http://www.imdb.com). Used with permission. 15
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key to building a frame for serious thinking.

Naturally, infographics can’t cover everything, even when they are as
adorable and witty as these are. There will be items with which you will
take exception—but remember what the famous statistician George

E. P. Box said in 1987; ‘Essentially, all models are wrong, but some are
useful.” Infographics are useful but they are not and cannot be the whole
story. This is because even the whole story is never the whole story

in the unending tramp towards the cinematic future, whatever that
turns out to be (a quick ‘Hello!’ to the inventors of the Betamax). As the
famous American mathematician John Tukey also quipped, ‘Far better an
approximate answer to the right question, which is often vague, than an
exact answer to the wrong question, which can always be made precise.”
I'd say to Mr Tukey, ‘Attaboy!” if only | knew him personally.

Enjoy an infographic and marvel at the cleverness of its visuals and the
sheer variety of the ways in which it covers data that you think you know.
And if you find something that is reasonably wrong-this means sticking
to the same level of detail the graphic has and not going further into the
Morass of More Data-well done! There’s always more data being found,
and this changes the way we look at old data. The two need each other.
Without the data appreciater, all graphics would be for nought. Or, as

H. G. Wells wrote in 1904, ‘The time may not be very remote when it will
be understood that for complete initiation as an efficient citizen of one
of the new great complex world wide states that are now developing, it
is as necessary to be able to compute, to think in averages and maxima
and minima, as it is now to be able to read and write.’ Infographics are,
perhaps, essential training for your future.

There will be things that we've left out on purpose, and you want to know
why? Because as the great actor, director, producer and movie sage Sean
Penn once said; ‘When everything gets answered, it’s fake.”
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Introduction

by Karen Krizanovich

Even though few (and fewer) people are professional critics, everyone
thinks they are movie critics, and there are good reasons for this. As Alfred
Hitchcock said, ‘Drama is life with the dull parts left out,’ and we love films
because they allow an escape from ordinary life and lead us to see new
possibilities in our own existence. They show us things we haven’t even
imagined, like who'd have thought a basketball could be your best friend
(asin Cast Away)?

What Hitchcock said about life also applies to infographics: they represent
statistical information with all the boring stuff left out. Experts say that
infographics are often the fastest and most memorable way to grasp

the facts. This is because infographics slot right into our visual system’s.
tendency to look for patterns and trends, allowing brains (and their
owners) to stash vital information and keep it fresh. In short, when you
learn something via an infographic, the practical result is that you'll
probably do better at a party, quiz or job interview. Infographics, if used
wisely, could make you a popular source of knowledge. Or a wiseass,
which would be bad, so take care when using this stuffin public.

Everyone thinks they know more about films than they really do. You
don’t get people arguing over modern dance or classical bluegrass music
the way people go on and on about films. Just because you spend large
parts of your life watching films does not make you an expert, however.
Hence, in the competitive sphere of ‘talking about films, film infographics
give you a keen overview of vital arguments about zombies, James Bond
locations and so much more. Such knowledge will undoubtedly astound
and edify those who weren’t quite sure what to make of you. Also, for
those who are not numerically inclined, infographics can provide a
historical timeline that's easy to remember. In an art form such as
films—which are also a popular entertainment —visual mnemonics are
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The top six actors in terms of career box office success in America are,
in decreasing order, Tom Hanks, Eddie Murphy, Harrison Ford, Samuel
L. Jackson, Morgan Freeman and Tom Cruise. Plotting the route of their
success over each actor’s career throws up some interesting facts.
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