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Welcome to your pocket guide to feminism – 
a little book you can dip in and out of every day to gather strength and discover your power.

Feminism is about equality for everyone, and we all benefit when small acts of feminism are commonplace. In these pages you’ll find words of wisdom from people who’ve dedicated themselves to empowering others, tips on how to advocate for yourself and your community, and ideas that’ll help keep that fire burning inside.



Theories of feminism have been around since the 1700s, advocating for a woman’s right to vote and be educated, before moving on to supporting wider political and sociological rights. While feminism often focuses on women, it’s actually rooted in equality for the sexes, with a firm belief that equal rights for everyone help everyone, regardless of sex or gender.

This book isn’t about sweeping movements and major activism; instead it’s filled with everyday tips for the everyday feminist: ways for you to live equally with others, support those around you, and feel empowered to live life on your own terms.

Some quotes and tips you might treasure forever, while others may not resonate. That’s absolutely fine: take what you need and leave the rest. There’s no one path in feminism – do what feels right, safe and fulfilling for you.

Let’s begin.






JANUARY
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Take a moment to write down some feminist intentions for the year ahead. What would you like to bring into this year that will empower you? How could you tweak a behaviour to turn it into an act of feminism? Perhaps you’d like to ensure you earn what you’re worth or wear exactly what you want more often.
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Consider five women in your life close to you, from different stages in life. For each, list three things that you admire about them. Taking time to appreciate the individual women in your life can help you rise above gendered stereotypes.



03 | We cannot all succeed when
 half of us are held back.

Malala Yousafzai
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Get in touch with your mum, sister or a female friend and get curious about ways they feel they’ve been minimized because of their gender. We each have different stories but it’s easy to think we all receive the same treatment. Listening to each other’s experiences can help us spot discrimination and reveal avenues where extra support is needed.
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If you find yourself dismissing emotions with the phrase “it’s just hormones”, pause and reword. There is no “just”; hormones are vital and powerful chemical messengers that are inside everyone. Try to move away from diminishing words like “just”.
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Remember that the reason, “Because I want to,” is almost always reason enough.
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When you hear someone (or catch yourself) generalizing about all men or all women, pause to consider whether it’s true. You don’t have to speak up, but mentally noting such sweeping statements helps identify them and begin removing them from your belief system.
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Your voice matters. If you’re speaking in a group and someone interrupts you, try to keep speaking. You can say “I haven’t finished” if you like or simply keep talking. It might feel easier to give up and back down, but the group will be guided by the person talking. So be that person if you have something to say.
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Supporting women’s voices in meetings and informal group conversations is an important step to ensure they’re heard too. Reference what other women have said and build upon it, or ask them to share more.
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Think of pilots as men and midwives as women? We can change internalized sexism. Seek out female pilots, male midwives and other gender-stereotyped roles on social media and learn their stories. This helps eradicate assumptions and see jobs without gender.
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Going shopping? Look up brands that support women and exercise the power of your wallet for them. Think women-owned businesses, brands with foundations supporting girls’ education, or stereotype-defying shops, like golf brands promoting women’s ranges.

 12|There is no limit to what we,
 as women, can accomplish.

Michelle Obama
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Exercise should never be a punishment, 
so take some time to try out different kinds of movement, workouts and sports. Forget gendered options and consider any sport that takes your fancy. Golf, weightlifting, football and mountain biking might be more popular with men, but there’s zero reason for women to avoid them. Forget the “norms” and focus on enjoyment.

[image: ]
14 | You may not control all the
 events that happen to you,
 but you can decide not to
 be reduced by them.

Maya Angelou
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Asking for help is never a sign of weakness; it’s a sign of strength and maturity. This is especially true of anyone with childcare responsibilities: caring for children isn’t about doing everything yourself. Children don’t benefit from a burned-out adult, but they do benefit from seeing their carers looking out for themselves too.
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A woman is more likely than a man to receive compliments based on how she looks, so try choosing something about her way of thinking instead. Is she perceptive? Does she always ask questions nobody else has thought of? Do you always learn something from her?



[image: ] 17 [image: ]

Celebrate other women’s wins, from promotions to house purchases. A little envy is normal but try not to let it stop you from uplifting those around you; their gain is not your loss. Sending a private message of congratulations to those in your professional network can mean more than you might realize.
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Most of us are familiar with saying “yes” to something we wished we hadn’t. Next time someone asks you if you want to do something, try pausing before giving your answer so you have time to actually have one. Women often feel like they must please everyone, but is “yes” really what you want to say?



 19|I want to show that you can
 have fun and have purpose,
 be respectful and speak
 your mind.

Beyoncé
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It’s common for women to be referred to as “girls”, even when they’re well into adulthood. This type of language is rarely used when it comes to men. Using “girls” when talking about adult women is an act of infantilization and doesn’t help society take women more seriously. You don’t have to explicitly call it out if you don’t want to; a great way to do it more subtly is to carry on the conversation using the word “women”. This could, in turn, encourage others to alter how they speak about women.
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Forgiving someone doesn’t mean you have to stay in contact with them. Women often feel like they must be sympathetic and generous with their time, but it’s not “mean” to distance yourself from somebody you no longer want in your life – it’s self-respect.
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Why not check in on a female friend who always seems like she’s got her life together? Whether there’s something challenging going on under the surface or not, she’ll appreciate being thought of.
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Celebrate your wins no matter the size. It’s not arrogant to want to bask in your triumphs.
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If doing or saying something will cost you your peace, it’s too expensive. Women are often raised in societies that expect them to be long-suffering, to put everyone else first, and work both professionally and domestically. A woman doesn’t have to live by those expectations. Cherish your peace.

[image: ]
25 | A feminist is a person who
 believes in the power of
 women just as much as 
they believe in the power
 of anyone else.

Zendaya
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Giving away more about your life than you’d like? Try coming up with a few general phrases to shut down a line of questioning.
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